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Inspection of the scene is an extremely important, urgent investigative (search) action. The thor-
oughness of its implementation in accordance with the developed methodical recommendations serves as 
a guarantee of successful disclosure and further investigation of the crime. In order to identify and record 
information about the circumstances of the commission of a criminal offense, the investigator, the prosecu-
tor conduct an inspection of the area, premises, things and documents [1, Art. 237].

The organizational and tactical features of the survey of the areas of the area that are the scene of the 
event are determined primarily by the specific goals of its implementation. Among them may be: studying 
the identity of the victims, suspects, accused persons; familiarization with the conditions of the completely 
or partially destroyed environment of the scene; research and recording of the conditions in which, accord-
ing to the received information, the commission of a crime is assumed.

Before going to the place of inspection, its goals and objectives should be clearly defined. In some 
situations, it is necessary to obtain additional information about the conditions of the situation to be in-
vestigated, individual features of persons (subjects) of interest to the investigation. When preparing for an 
examination for the purpose of a more in-depth study of a person, information is collected about the place of 
the investigative action being prepared, about the habits, interests of the subject under investigation, about 
his relations with persons who live, work, and are in the territories to be examined.

The essence of the examination is the direct perception by the investigator of the situation at the 
scene of the incident, the study and research of material sources of evidentiary information. The investi-
gator must personally verify the presence of material sources, their signs and properties recorded in the 
inspection report [2, p. 250].

Before inspecting areas similar to the place of the event, it is recommended to request relevant de-
sign documentation, plans and drawings of territories, premises that are being prepared for inspection, 
diagrams of the location of electricity, gas supply, ventilation, etc. in them. Witnesses are interrogated about 
the changes made, and in some situations, on-the-spot interrogation is conducted to verify them.

Preparation for the inspection in order to establish the stability of the conditions of the situation 
may include conducting operative and investigative measures, questioning witnesses to determine the time 
when, in the interests of the investigation, there is a smaller or larger number of people at the site, objects 
adjacent to it, located on the sites , which are subject to examination. Relevant documentation is also stud-
ied.
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The time most favorable for achieving the set goals and objectives is chosen for the review. It is 
recommended to start the inspection at a time when there are no persons at the inspected object who may 
oppose the investigation. It is necessary to calculate the approximate duration of the inspection in advance, 
so that it does not have to be prematurely terminated due to the onset of night time or the end of the work 
of the institution or enterprise.

At this stage, the planning of the future inspection is carried out. It involves determining the op-
erations that must be performed during this investigative action, establishing their sequence, the technical 
means to be used, the number and functions of the participants. In some situations, it is necessary to carry 
out various agreements to ensure access to objects, participation of persons in whose responsibility the 
area is located.

After arriving at the inspection site, the completeness and effectiveness of the actions already per-
formed should be assessed first of all. When shortcomings are detected in preparation for departure, mea-
sures are taken to eliminate them. In particular, additional participants may be called and additional techni-
cal means may be requested. All attendees and participants are explained the procedure for the inspection, 
their rights and responsibilities.

At the stage of a general inspection of areas of the area that are not the scene of the incident, the in-
vestigator first examines the situation to be inspected, checks to what extent his ideas correspond to reality. 
At the same stage, taking into account more complete data on the structure of the surveyed territories and 
set tasks, the boundaries of the survey are determined. The direction of searches during such inspections 
depends on the nature of the crime under investigation and the alleged actions of the person. V. Shepitko 
rightly points out that in forensic literature there are lists of typical features that characterize certain types 
of crimes. Such signs can be used when inspecting the scene of the incident as typical analogues [3, p. 169].

For example, during the investigation of illegal search operations at an archaeological heritage site, 
such inspections are carried out to confirm the qualification of the actions of criminals, determine the 
boundaries of objects recognized as such (archeological heritage sites) and methods of penetration.

During a survey in an open area, the problem of determining the coordinates of the location of im-
portant objects, traces, etc., becomes acute. Such cases can occur in areas where there are no clearly defined 
landmarks. Such landmarks are then created artificially. It seems that the easiest method is to use the GPS 
function in modern mobile phones, tablets, etc., indicating the coordinates in the protocol of the investiga-
tive action, on the plan-scheme. However, using this recommendation in practice can be difficult. Despite 
the fact that the navigator works without a connection to the mobile network, but catches a satellite signal, 
it consumes a lot of battery power, requires the installation of additional programs, in particular Google 
Maps, and even its current version may prohibit its use under certain circumstances it for real-time naviga-
tion. Therefore, we suggest not to abandon proven tactical techniques in such cases, namely: at the place of 
discovery of important objects, bury a glass jar with a metal lid, to which you should put a note indicating 
the found object and the date. This document is signed by investigators and witnesses. A corresponding 
note is made in the protocol about the presence of such an artificial landmark. The creation of such a ref-
erence point makes it possible even after a long period of time to carry out other investigative actions, in 
particular, an interrogation, an investigative experiment, etc. However, it should be borne in mind that by 
other means the place of the buried jar does not need to be marked in any way. Conducting, say, an investi-
gative experiment without proper preparation, without prior reconnaissance, can harm the investigation. 
A sampling method is usually used to detect the invariance of the situation, similar to the conditions of the 
place of the investigated event. The limits of the review in such situations are chosen taking into account the 
opinion of specialists participating in the review.

Preparation for the examination is complicated when the purpose of its conduct is to identify traces 
of a crime. At the same time, it is necessary to take into account the possibility of intentional or accidental 
destruction, alteration of traces.

Depending on the nature, localization, condition of the alleged traces, the conditions, means and 
methods of inspection are chosen. Yes, we consider it necessary to use search tools when inspecting the 
scene of the event at the objects of archaeological or cultural heritage.

In the process of dynamic inspection, care should be taken not to damage existing tracks or introduce 
new ones. It is also not recommended to violate the integrity of objects, operate mechanisms of unknown 
purpose or are faulty, check the suitability of firearms and ammunition, even if they look like they are faulty 
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and rusty, taste unknown substances and liquids, perform other operations dangerous to life and the health 
of others.

Conclusions. First, before going to the place of the inspection, its goals and objectives should be clear-
ly defined. Secondly, before inspecting areas similar to the place of the event, it is recommended to request 
relevant project documentation, plans and drawings of territories, premises, schemes. Thirdly, during the 
survey in the open area, the problem of determining the coordinates emerges acutely. Such landmarks are 
then created artificially. Identifying and studying changes or traces of the crime during the inspection of the 
scene, as well as the situation in which it was committed, makes it possible to more fully and deeply inves-
tigate the circumstances of the crime.
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Abstract. The article focuses on the issues of systematisation of tactical recommendations for conducting 
an investigative inspection of the road traffic accident scene in general. The practical recommendations and theo-
retical provisions on conducting an investigative examination of a road traffic accident scene are provided. It is 
highlighted that the following applicable elements of tactics can be identified in the structure of the investigative 
inspection of a road traffic accident scene: 1) preparation for the investigative inspection; 2) tactics of inspec-
tion of the road section where the accident occurred; 3) tactics of inspection of the vehicles involved; 4) tactics 
of inspection of the victim (corpse). The author emphasises the importance and significance of the investigator’s 
establishing and recording (in photo tables, video recordings, diagrams, drawings, plans) of the road situation 
in the course of the inspection, since modern conditions of lighting restrictions on roads affect the psychological 
state of participants in a road traffic accident, and not all participants in the accident can adequately describe the 
road situation preceding the event. The importance of studying and recording (by measuring, describing, photo-
graphing) vehicle wheel marks, in particular, braking marks, is proved.

Keywords: reach of sight, road traffic accident, road traffic accident scene, accident, event, inspection, in-
vestigator, vehicles.

Inspection of a road traffic accident scene is one of the key actions in the forensic tactics in the inves-
tigation of crimes related to road traffic accidents. This is a primary and urgent investigative action aimed 


