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 INTRODUCTION
The People's Republic of China, as the world's second largest economy and one of the permanent members of the UN Security Council, occupies a pivotal position in international relations (Wang & Hoo, 2019). Its foreign policy not only has a profound impact on the domestic development environment, but also has a broad and far-reaching impact on the global political and economic pattern.
Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, China's foreign policy has undergone a transformation from "one-sided" to an independent diplomacy of peace, and then to an all-dimensional, multi-tiered and multi-dimensional diplomatic layout. China has always adhered to the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and is committed to building a community with a shared future for mankind. China has taken an active part in the reform and development of the global governance system, promoted a more just and equitable international order, and demonstrated its image as a responsible major country.
In the economic field, China is one of the important engines of global economic growth. Through international cooperation platforms such as the Belt and Road Initiative, China has strengthened connectivity with countries along the routes and promoted trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, injecting new impetus into world economic growth. China has also taken an active part in global economic governance to make the global economic governance system more just and equitable.
In the political field, China adheres to the path of socialist political development with Chinese characteristics, promotes reform of the global governance system, advocates multilateralism and international cooperation, and opposes unilateralism and hegemonism. China has taken an active part in the affairs of the United Nations and other international organizations, making important contributions to maintaining world peace and security and promoting common development.
In the field of security, China is committed to building an overall national security concept and strengthening national security capacity building. At the same time, China actively participates in international security cooperation and promotes the building of a community with a shared future for mankind with universal security. China has played an active role in maintaining regional and world peace and stability through its participation in international cooperation such as UN peacekeeping operations and combating terrorism. (Wong, 2018)
China also attaches great importance to cultural diplomacy and people-to-people exchanges, and has strengthened cultural exchanges and cooperation with other countries through activities such as cultural years and art festivals to enhance friendship and mutual understanding among its people. These efforts have not only enhanced China's international image and cultural soft power, but also laid a solid popular foundation for promoting the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.
The People's Republic of China is playing an increasingly important role in international relations, and its foreign policy plays an irreplaceable role in maintaining world peace and stability and promoting common development. Going forward, China will continue to uphold the diplomatic vision of peace, development and win-win cooperation, promote the building of a new type of international relations, and make greater contribution to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.
This paper aims to explore in depth the central role of border issues in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China. With the acceleration of globalization and the complexity of the regional security situation, borders are no longer just boundaries in geographical space, but have become sensitive areas where multiple interests such as politics, economy and security meet between countries. China, as the largest developing country in the world and one of the countries with complex land and sea borders, has a direct bearing on national unity, territorial integrity and the stability and development of its external relations.
Specifically, this study focuses on the following aspects: First, it analyzes how the boundary dispute directly touches the diplomatic nerve of China, prompting the government to take corresponding diplomatic strategies and actions to safeguard the core national interests; Second, it examines how border security cooperation has become an important bridge between China and its neighbors to enhance mutual trust and promote regional integration process; Third, to explore how the border issue has become a key issue on China's diplomatic agenda in the multilateral diplomatic arena and influenced China's position and voice in the international community; Fourth, to reveal how the boundary issue indirectly shapes China's international image and diplomatic style by influencing public opinion at home and abroad, especially in sensitive areas such as historical understanding and legal interpretation.
By systematically sorting out the historical context, current challenges and future trends of China's border issue, this study combines the framework of international law and domestic law to deeply analyze the multi-dimensional impact of the border issue on China's foreign policy formulation. By using Internet data resources, such as reports of international organizations, academic papers, official government documents and public media reports, this study strives to present a comprehensive, objective and dynamic research picture, providing new perspectives and insights for understanding the internal logic and external manifestations of China's foreign policy.
This study not only aims to fill the gap in the existing research on the relationship between border and foreign policy, but also hopes to provide valuable references and suggestions for relevant policy makers through in-depth analysis of the complexity of border issues and their specific impact on China's foreign policy, so as to promote the scientific, forward-looking and effective nature of China's foreign policy.
To study the influence of boundary on foreign policy is not only to deepen and expand the theory of international relations, but also has great strategic significance in reality. From an academic point of view, as a symbol of national sovereignty and territorial integrity, boundary changes and disputes directly touch on the core issues of international relations. Exploring how border issues shape China's foreign policy can shed light on the complex mechanisms of state-to-state interaction and understand the trade-offs of diverse objectives such as security, development and cooperation in foreign policy making. This process not only enriches the international relations theory of border issues, but also promotes the integration of interdisciplinary research, such as the intersection of geography, law, political science and other fields, and provides a multi-dimensional perspective for understanding state behavior.
In practice, the stability of borders is directly related to national security and stability, and is an unavoidable consideration in the formulation of foreign policies. With the deepening of globalization and the deepening of interdependence among countries, border disputes are still an important cause of regional tensions and even conflicts (Brady, 2003). By studying China's diplomatic practice in dealing with the boundary issue, we can sum up the strategies and wisdom to effectively deal with the boundary challenges, and provide useful reference for the international community. The settlement of the boundary question is also an important cornerstone for building a community with a shared future for mankind and promoting regional peace and stability. It will help reduce misunderstanding and misjudgment and enhance mutual trust and cooperation.
The boundary question has a far-reaching and extensive impact on international relations (Fravel, 2007). On the one hand, border disputes may exacerbate regional tensions, hinder the regional integration process, and affect economic cooperation and security mutual trust among neighboring countries. On the other hand, the peaceful settlement or effective management of border disputes can create favorable conditions for regional peace and stability, promote resource sharing, economic development and cultural exchanges, and promote the building of a more harmonious and orderly international order. Therefore, an in-depth study of the relationship between borders and foreign policy is of inestimable value for promoting regional and global stability and development.
To study the influence of boundary on foreign policy is not only to enrich and improve the theory of international relations, but also to provide a profound insight into the complex relations between countries in the real world (Lanteinge, 2019). Through in-depth analysis of the historical context, legal framework, realistic challenges and countermeasures of the boundary issue, it can provide valuable theoretical support and practical guidance for the diplomatic practice of China and even the world.
This paper aims to deeply explore the multi-dimensional role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China, and reveal the far-reaching impact of border issues on diplomatic strategy through the interwoven analysis of history and reality. The research is divided into three main areas: the history and current situation of borders, the concrete impact of borders on China's foreign policy, and deepening understanding through specific case studies.
This paper reviews the historical evolution of borders in detail, from the formation of ancient Chinese territory to the signing of boundary treaties in modern times, combined with the development of international law and domestic law, discusses the evolution of legal framework of borders and its impact on the legitimacy and stability of Chinese borders. This process not only demonstrates the complexity of China's boundary issues, but also reflects the general challenge of boundary demarcation between states under the international law system (Yi, Hui, Tao & Fangfang, 2022).
It focuses on the status quo of the border and its direct impact on China's foreign policy. By analyzing specific cases of border disputes between China and neighboring countries in recent years, such as territorial disputes and maritime rights and interests, it reveals how border issues have become a core issue in the diplomatic agenda and directly affect diplomatic decisions and actions. It explores how border security issues have prompted China to strengthen cooperation with its neighbors, maintain regional stability through dialogue, consultation, joint patrols and other means, and promote the establishment and development of regional cooperation mechanisms.
In terms of the deep impact of border issues on foreign policy, the study will focus on how border issues play a role in China's multilateral diplomacy, including its positions and strategies in international organizations such as the United Nations and the International Court of Justice. It will also analyze how border issues shape China's international image, and how China has adjusted its diplomatic strategy to balance national sovereignty and international responsibilities and present the image of a responsible major power.
In order to further deepen the understanding, this paper also analyzes in detail the evolution, impact and coping strategies of the boundary issue in a specific geopolitical context through two specific cases -- the China-India boundary dispute and the South China Sea dispute. These cases not only demonstrate the complexity and sensitivity of the boundary issue, but also provide valuable experience and inspiration for China to deal with similar issues.
From a theoretical perspective, this paper will make a comprehensive analysis of the relationship between borders and foreign policy in combination with international relations theories such as realism and constructivism, and put forward a comprehensive analysis framework. This framework aims to reveal the different aspects of the border issue from different theoretical perspectives, and provide theoretical basis and strategic guidance for China to deal with the border issue and formulate foreign policy in the future.
The research approach of this paper is rooted in a deep understanding of the complex interaction between borders and foreign policy, and aims to reveal how border issues shape and influence foreign policy formulation and practice in the People's Republic of China through a multi-dimensional and multi-layered analytical framework.
This thesis constructs an interdisciplinary theoretical framework, integrating multiple perspectives of international relations theory, international law, geopolitics, and history. Based on mainstream international relations theories such as realism and constructivism, this paper provides an in-depth analysis of the importance of borders as core national interests and security concerns, and how border issues are understood and handled under different theoretical frameworks. This theoretical framework not only provides a solid theoretical basis for the analysis of border disputes, but also provides multiple perspectives for understanding the adjustment and change of China's foreign policy.
This paper adopts the case study method and selects two typical and representative cases of China-India boundary dispute and South China Sea dispute for in-depth analysis (Yunnan Social sciences, 2021). Through these two cases, this paper elaborates on how the boundary dispute has become a key factor affecting bilateral relations and even regional stability, and how China has dealt with the boundary issue through diplomatic means in the complex international environment (Jianyong, 2017). Case studies not only enrich the empirical basis of the paper, but also enhance the pertinence and persuasiveness of theoretical analysis.
In the perspective of analysis, this paper focuses on the combination of macro and micro, history and reality. On the one hand, from the macro level, grasp the overall status and role of the boundary question in international relations, and explore how it affects the international pattern and regional order; On the other hand, from the micro level, it will deeply analyze the historical background, current characteristics and solution path of the specific boundary dispute, and reveal the interest game and diplomatic strategy behind it. This paper also focuses on the combination of history and reality, through reviewing the historical evolution of the boundary issue, revealing the historical problems left behind and the realistic conflicts of interests behind it, so as to provide a historical mirror for understanding the current boundary issue.
The paper also explores the relationship between borders and soft power, and how China can use soft power in international cooperation to deal with border issues. Through soft power means such as cultural diplomacy and public diplomacy, China can not only effectively ease the tension caused by border disputes, but also improve its national image and international influence, creating a more favorable external environment for the implementation of foreign policy. This analytical perspective not only expands the research field and depth of boundary issues, but also provides useful reference for China's foreign policy formulation.
In exploring the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China, this paper employs a diverse range of research methods to ensure comprehensiveness and depth of analysis. Specifically, literature analysis, case studies, and data analysis are used.
Literature analysis is the basis of this paper. Through extensive collection of domestic and foreign academic works, journal articles, policy documents and official statements on the boundary question, foreign policy, international law and other related fields, this paper systematically combs the historical context, legal framework of the boundary question and its impact on international relations and foreign policy. This method helps to construct the theoretical framework of the study and provides a solid theoretical support for the subsequent analysis.
Case study is one of the core methods in this paper. Taking representative China-India boundary dispute and South China Sea dispute as the objects of in-depth analysis, by reviewing the historical background of the disputes in detail, analyzing the positions and actions of the two sides of the disputes, and assessing the impact of the disputes on their respective foreign policies, this paper reveals the concrete manifestation of the boundary issue in complex international relations and its direct impact on foreign policy decisions. Case studies not only enrich the empirical basis of the research, but also enhance the persuasiveness of the conclusions (Shuwei, 2020).
This paper also uses the method of data analysis. Through the latest statistical data, map information and reports of international organizations obtained from the Internet platform, this paper makes a quantitative analysis of the geographical characteristics, population distribution and resource status of the border disputed areas. These data not only provide background information for case studies, but also help assess the impact of border issues on regional economic and security cooperation, further deepening the understanding of the relationship between borders and foreign policy.
This paper uses a variety of research methods, including literature analysis, case studies, and data analysis, in order to comprehensively and deeply explore the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China. These methods complement each other and together constitute a diversified system of research methods in this paper, ensuring the scientific and rigorous nature of the research.
This paper, The Role of Border in Shaping the Foreign Policy of the People's Republic of China, is divided into seven main parts, each of which focuses on how border issues have a profound impact on China's foreign policy, and aims to comprehensively analyze the core role of border factors in foreign policy decision-making through theoretical discussion and case analysis.
The first part, "Introduction", lays the foundation for the whole paper. By explaining the important status of the People's Republic of China in the international arena and the multi-dimensional consideration of its foreign policy, it clarifies the necessity of studying the border issue in order to understand the direction of China's foreign policy. This part also Outlines the purpose, significance, content, ideas, methods and innovations of the research, which provides a clear framework and guidance for the in-depth analysis of the following chapters.
The second part, "The history and Present situation of the border", reviews the evolution of China's border from the historical dimension, and analyzes the multiple factors of its formation. It discusses the role of international law and domestic law in maintaining the legitimacy and stability of borders, and enumerates the typical cases of boundary disputes between China and neighboring countries in recent years, which further highlights the sensitivity and complexity of boundary issues in international relations.
The third part, "The impact of border on China's foreign policy", is the core of this paper. It discusses the direct impact of border disputes on China's foreign policy, the promoting role of border security on regional cooperation, the strategic consideration of border issues in multilateral diplomacy, and how border issues shape China's international image and diplomatic strategy through four subsections. These analyses reveal the multi-dimensional impact of border issues on the formulation and implementation of China's foreign policy ( Zihan, 2021).
The fourth and fifth parts, through the two specific cases of "China-India boundary dispute" and "South China Sea Dispute", deeply analyze the specific manifestations and impacts of boundary issues in the relations between specific regions and countries. These cases not only validate the theoretical analysis above, but also provide rich practical materials, demonstrating China's wisdom and strategy in dealing with complex boundary issues.
The sixth part, "The Combination of Border and soft Power", innovatively explores the relationship between border issues and soft power construction, and emphasizes the important role of cultural diplomacy in easing border tensions and enhancing mutual understanding. It also analyzes how China uses soft power in international cooperation to deal with border issues, providing new perspectives and ideas for China's diplomatic practice.
In the last part, "Boundary and Foreign Policy from the theoretical perspective", the relationship between boundary question and foreign policy is discussed in depth from the theory of international relations. By contrasting the perspectives of realism and constructivism, a comprehensive analysis framework is proposed, aiming at a more comprehensive understanding of the role and mechanism of border factors in foreign policy making.
On the whole, this paper has a rigorous structure, clear logic and rich content, with both theoretical depth and practical breadth, and provides strong support for readers to fully understand the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China. (Fei, 2014).
In this paper, when discussing the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China, we strive to achieve dual innovation at the theoretical and empirical levels. Breaking through the limitation of single factor analysis in traditional foreign policy research, this paper places the border issue within the macro framework of complex interaction of international relations, and reveals the multiple roles of borders as the meeting point of national security, geopolitics and economic cooperation, as well as the deep impact on China's foreign policy formulation through multi-dimensional and multi-level analysis (Kejin, 2019).  This shift in perspective not only enriches the theoretical dimension of foreign policy research, but also provides new insights for understanding the internal logic of China's diplomatic strategy.
This paper innovatively introduces the theory of soft power into the analysis of border issues, exploring how China can effectively ease tensions and promote regional peace and stability through soft power means such as cultural diplomacy and international cooperation in the context of border disputes. This innovation not only highlights the unique value of soft power in resolving border disputes, but also provides a strategic choice for China and even other countries to learn from on similar issues.
By combining Internet big data and case studies, this paper makes an in-depth analysis of specific cases such as the China-India border dispute and the South China Sea dispute. Through a combination of quantitative analysis and qualitative research, it shows how the border issue is dynamically shaped in diplomatic practice and how it in turn affects the adjustment and evolution of foreign policy. The application of this empirical research method enhances the scientificity and persuasiveness of the conclusions of this paper, and also provides a wealth of data support and case reference for subsequent research.
This paper also attempts to construct a comprehensive analysis framework of border and foreign policy, integrating various international relations theories such as realism and constructivism, and providing a comprehensive theoretical tool for understanding the complex role of border issues in foreign policy. The proposal of this framework not only helps to deepen the understanding of the relationship between border and foreign policy, but also opens up a new path for future research in related fields.
In the study of the relationship between boundary and foreign policy, this paper has achieved a breakthrough and transcendence of the traditional research model through the efforts of perspective transformation, theoretical innovation, method innovation and framework construction, and contributed new wisdom and strength to the in-depth development of China's foreign policy research ( Tian-Hao, 2019).


The History and Present of Borders
The historical evolution of China's borders is a complex and diverse geopolitical history, whose background is deeply rooted in historical changes, ethnic integration and the interaction of international relations. Since ancient times, as a multi-ethnic country, China's borders have evolved with the change of dynasties, the migration of ethnic groups and the deepening of foreign exchanges.
In the early period, such as the Qin and Han Dynasties, China initially laid the basic territorial framework of the Central Plains Dynasty through unification wars and frontier development. During this period, the construction of the Great Wall became an important symbol to defend the northern nomads and define the dividing line between farming and nomadic civilization (Wenfan, 2023). In the Tang and Song dynasties, with the prosperity of the Maritime Silk Road, China's awareness of maritime frontiers gradually increased, and islands in the South China Sea began to be included in the national territory (Ping, 2012).
In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, China's borders were more clearly defined. In particular, the Qing Dynasty delimited the northeast border with Russia through a series of wars and peace negotiations, such as the Treaty of Nerchinsk signed after the Battle of Yakusa. Through the policy of "return to the land" and other policies, it strengthened its rule over the southwest frontier and further consolidated the unity of the multi-ethnic country. However, since the late Qing Dynasty, with the invasion of Western powers, China's border faced unprecedented challenges, and a series of unequal treaties were signed, resulting in the loss of a large amount of territory, and the border issue became the focus of national sovereignty and national dignity.
In the 20th century, especially after the founding of New China, the Chinese government devoted itself to safeguarding national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and gradually solved the boundary issues with neighboring countries through peaceful negotiations, diplomatic mediation and necessary military means. For example, the signing of boundary treaties between China and Myanmar, China and Pakistan (Pakistan) and China and Nepal (Nepal) not only clarified the boundary lines between the two sides, but also laid a solid foundation for the long-term and stable development of bilateral relations.
With the acceleration of globalization and the profound adjustment of international relations, China's boundary issue has also taken on new features. On the one hand, maritime rights and interests have become a new focus of boundary disputes, such as the South China Sea issue; On the other hand, non-traditional security challenges such as cross-border resource exploitation, environmental protection and transnational crimes have become increasingly prominent, requiring China to pay more attention to the comprehensive management of border issues and international cooperation in its foreign policy.
The historical evolution of China's borders has been a complex and long process, with political, economic, cultural and other aspects involved in the background of its formation. At present, China is standing at a new historical starting point. In the face of a more complex and volatile international environment, how to properly handle the boundary question, safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and promote friendly cooperation with neighboring countries will be an important topic of China's foreign policy.
When discussing the legitimacy and stability of China's borders, existing international and domestic laws form an indispensable cornerstone. International law mainly includes the UN Charter, the Declaration on Principles of International Law and a series of boundary treaties and agreements. These legal documents provide the basic framework for the delimitation of international boundaries and the settlement of disputes. For example, the Declaration on Principles of International Law emphasizes the principles of sovereign equality and territorial integrity of states, requiring them to respect the borders of other states and refrain from aggression or interference. This principle has been repeatedly mentioned in border negotiations between China and neighboring countries, and has become an important basis for safeguarding the legitimacy of China's borders.
In the case of China, domestic laws such as the Constitution of the People's Republic of China, the Law of the People's Republic of China on the Territorial Sea and the Contiguious Zone, and the Law of the People's Republic of China on the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf clearly stipulate key elements of China's territorial scope, the baseline of its territorial sea, its exclusive economic zone and its continental shelf, providing solid legal support for safeguarding national sovereignty and territorial integrity. In particular, Article 16 of the Constitution clearly states that "the territorial integrity and unity of the People's Republic of China brook no violation or division." This article not only demonstrates the will of the state, but also provides a fundamental basis for China to uphold its stance on borders in the international arena.
With the acceleration of globalization, the interaction between international law and domestic law is getting closer and closer. China has taken an active part in the formulation and improvement of international law and promoted the building of a more just and equitable international order. China also pays attention to integrating the principles of international law into its domestic legislation and ensuring that its domestic law is in harmony with international law so as to enhance the effectiveness and authority of border management. For example, on the South China Sea issue, China has engaged in dialogue and consultation with relevant countries through diplomatic channels in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and other international documents, and worked hard to maintain peace, stability and freedom of navigation in the South China Sea.
China has also settled boundary disputes through judicial means, such as using third-party platforms such as the International Court of Justice or arbitration institutions to make rulings in accordance with the principles of international law. Although China has chosen not to accept compulsory arbitration in some cases, this does not prevent it from resolving boundary disputes through diplomatic means such as peaceful negotiations on the basis of respecting international law.
The existing international law and domestic law together constitute the legal guarantee for the legitimacy and stability of China's borders. China is committed to resolving boundary disputes through peaceful negotiation and other diplomatic means on the basis of respecting international law, safeguarding national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and contributing Chinese wisdom and proposals to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.
In recent years, border disputes between China and neighboring countries have become an important factor affecting regional security and stability. Among them, the boundary dispute between China and India is particularly prominent. The two countries share an undemarcated border of thousands of kilometers in the Himalayas, which has repeatedly triggered military confrontations and diplomatic tensions due to different territorial claims. This dispute not only concerns territorial sovereignty, but also has a profound impact on the strategic mutual trust and regional cooperation between the two countries.
China also has disputes with some Southeast Asian countries over the sovereignty of islands and reefs and maritime delimitation in the South China Sea. The islands in the South China Sea have been part of China's territory since ancient times. However, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and other countries have laid claims to sovereignty over some of them based on their illegal occupation and one-sided claims in different historical periods. The South China Sea disputes not only test the relations between China and ASEAN countries, but also affect the interests and concerns of major countries outside the region, making the issue complicated and international.
In China-Japan relations, the ownership of the Diaoyu Island and its affiliated islets has also been a long-standing boundary dispute. Diaoyu Dao and its affiliated islands have been China's inherent territory since ancient times, over which China has indisputable sovereignty. However, the Japanese side illegally "purchased" the Diaoyu Islands in an attempt to change the status quo through unilateral actions, which seriously violated China's territorial sovereignty and triggered diplomatic waves and civil protests between China and Japan.
In addition to the above cases, China also has disputes with the DPRK and the ROK over the allocation of fishery resources and the demarcation of exclusive economic zones in the Yellow Sea, as well as with Russia over the use of trans-boundary water resources in the Heilong River and the Ussuri River. While these border disputes vary in scale and impact, they all pose challenges to bilateral relations, regional stability and international cooperation.
In the face of complex boundary disputes, China has always adhered to peaceful negotiation and diplomatic means to resolve disputes and safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity. China has also actively promoted economic cooperation and cultural and people-to-people exchanges with neighboring countries to enhance mutual understanding and trust and create favorable conditions for the final settlement of the boundary question. In the future, with the further development of globalization and regional integration, the boundary disputes between China and its neighboring countries may usher in new opportunities for settlement.
Boundary plays a vital role in international relations. It is not only the physical boundary of national territorial sovereignty, but also an important stage for interaction, cooperation, conflict and competition among states. Boundary defines the geographical and spatial scope of a country and is the direct embodiment of national sovereignty and jurisdiction. In today's globalized world, despite the increasing economic and cultural exchanges between countries, borders remain an indispensable element in defining national identity and maintaining national security and stability.
The boundary issue has often become a sensitive point and a focus of controversy in international relations. Problems left over from history, such as unclear boundary demarcation, resource competition and ethnic conflicts, often lead to tension and confrontation between countries, and even escalate into military conflicts. For example, the boundary disputes between China and India and the disputes over the South China Sea Islands not only test the diplomatic wisdom and tactics of relevant countries, but also have a profound impact on the regional and global security landscape.
Borders also have a profound impact on the formulation and implementation of a country's foreign policy. On the one hand, border disputes urge the country to strengthen national defense and improve the ability to control border areas, so as to ensure national sovereignty and security are not violated. On the other hand, in order to ease border tensions and promote regional peace and stability, countries often need to adopt flexible and diverse diplomatic means, such as boundary negotiations, signing peace agreements, and strengthening military confidence-building mechanisms. These diplomatic efforts not only help to resolve border disputes, but also create favorable conditions for cooperation and development between countries.
Borders also carry important economic functions in international relations. With the deepening of global economic integration, cross-border trade, investment, tourism and other activities are becoming more frequent, and economic cooperation in border areas has become an important engine to promote regional economic development. By establishing cross-border economic cooperation zones and facilitating border trade, countries can effectively promote the optimal allocation of resources, industrial upgrading and personnel exchanges, and inject new impetus into regional prosperity and stability.
In international relations, border is not only a geographical concept, but also a comprehensive reflection of political, economic and security dimensions. It is not only a symbol of national sovereignty, but also a stage for interaction and competition among countries. Therefore, when dealing with border issues, countries should uphold the principles of mutual respect and equal consultation, resolve disputes through peaceful means, and jointly safeguard regional and world peace and stability.


The impact of boundary on China's foreign policy
As a sensitive and complex issue in international relations, boundary disputes have exerted a profound influence on China's foreign policy. These disputes not only involve core interests such as territorial sovereignty and resource allocation, but also have a direct bearing on China's national security, regional stability and international image. To be specific, boundary disputes have a direct impact on China's foreign policy decisions and actions, reflected in the following aspects:
On the one hand, the boundary dispute has heightened regional tensions and prompted China to take a more cautious and firm diplomatic stance. Take the China-India boundary dispute as an example. For a long time, there have been several disputes between the two sides in the border area, which have not only affected the normal development of bilateral relations, but also triggered military confrontation and diplomatic crisis for many times (Jianyong, 2017). In response to this challenge, the Chinese government has repeatedly emphasized the settlement of the boundary issue through peaceful negotiations, and has demonstrated its strong determination to safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity in its diplomatic practice.
On the other hand, the boundary dispute has also prompted China to strengthen cooperation and dialogue with neighboring countries to seek a peaceful solution. China knows full well that peaceful settlement of boundary disputes through diplomatic channels is the best way to maintain regional peace and stability and promote common development (Zeng-Yong, 2020). Therefore, the Chinese government has actively promoted border negotiations with neighboring countries and strengthened high-level visits and people-to-people exchanges to enhance mutual understanding and trust. China has also actively participated in multilateral diplomatic platforms, advocating the settlement of international disputes through dialogue and consultation to create favorable conditions for the peaceful settlement of boundary issues.
The border disputes have also prompted China to strengthen its national defense and military building to deal with potential security threats. China is well aware that a strong national defense force is an important guarantee for safeguarding national security and territorial integrity ( Shenggang, 2022). Therefore, China has continuously increased its investment in national defense and the military, and upgraded the level of military equipment and combat capabilities. China has also strengthened military mutual trust and cooperation with neighboring countries to jointly address regional security challenges and maintain regional peace and stability.
The border dispute has had a profound impact on China's foreign policy. It has prompted China to adopt a more cautious and firm diplomatic stance, strengthen cooperation and dialogue with neighboring countries, as well as strengthen national defense and military building. In the future, as the international situation is constantly changing and regional security challenges are increasing, China will continue to adhere to the foreign policy of peace, cooperation and win-win results, strive to push for a peaceful settlement of the border issue, and make positive contributions to maintaining regional peace and stability and promoting common development.
As an important part of national security, border security has long been an important driving force for cooperation and exchanges between China and its neighbors. With the deepening of globalization, security challenges such as transnational crimes, terrorism and illegal immigration have become increasingly prominent, and the security and stability of border areas have become the focus of common concern of all countries.
In China's relations with its neighbors, border security not only concerns territorial integrity and sovereign dignity, but also serves as a cornerstone for promoting regional peace, stability and prosperity. In the face of common security threats, China has actively established security cooperation mechanisms with its neighbors, and effectively enhanced security prevention and control capabilities in border areas by enhancing intelligence exchange, joint patrols and jointly combating transnational crimes.
For example, China has established joint law enforcement and counter-terrorism cooperation mechanisms with Russia, Kazakhstan and other countries in border areas, deepened security cooperation through regular meetings and joint exercises, and effectively contained the spread of cross-border crimes and terrorist activities. Such cooperation not only maintains peace in the border areas, but also creates a more secure environment for economic cooperation and personnel exchanges between the two sides.
China has also actively participated in regional multilateral security cooperation frameworks, such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), playing an important role in the field of border security (Kapustina, 2021). SCO member states have jointly maintained security and stability in the region by strengthening border control and cooperation in combating the "three forces" (terrorism, separatism and extremism). Such multilateral cooperation mechanisms have not only improved China's border security, but also promoted political mutual trust and friendly relations between China and its neighbors.
Border security cooperation has also promoted the coordinated development of regional economy. On the premise of ensuring security, trade, personnel flow and investment cooperation between China and its neighbors have been carried out smoothly. For example, the Belt and Road Initiative between China and Southeast Asian countries, through measures such as strengthening infrastructure construction and promoting trade facilitation, has not only raised the level of regional economic connectivity, but also injected new vitality into the economic development of border areas.
As an important area of cooperation and exchanges between China and its neighbors, border security is not only related to the core interests of the country, but also a key factor in promoting regional peace, stability and prosperity. By strengthening security cooperation and building multilateral security cooperation mechanisms, China and its neighbors have jointly addressed security challenges and achieved mutually beneficial and win-win development.
In the broad arena of multilateral diplomacy, boundary issues are not only the focus of bilateral relations, but also frequently become an important topic of multilateral dialogue and cooperation. As a responsible major country, China has actively participated in various multilateral mechanisms and conducted dialogue on the boundary issue through multilateral diplomatic platforms, with the aim of enhancing understanding, reducing miscalculation and seeking peaceful solutions.
In recent years, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has become an important platform for China and its neighbors to engage in multilateral dialogue on border issues. The SCO member states have complicated borders, and through regular summits and ministerial meetings of the SCO Security Council, member states have been able to conduct in-depth exchanges on issues such as border security, utilization of cross-border water resources and combating cross-border crimes, so as to jointly safeguard regional stability and security. These multilateral efforts have not only promoted mutual trust and cooperation among SCO member states, but also provided constructive ideas for resolving border disputes.
The United Nations and its subordinate bodies, such as the General Assembly, the Security Council and the International Law Commission, are also important places for China to discuss boundary issues in multilateral diplomacy (Jingyang, 2019). China has taken an active part in the codification and development of international law. By submitting reports and participating in discussions, China has helped the international community to form a more just and reasonable boundary legal order. With regard to the South China Sea disputes, China has worked with ASEAN countries through multilateral diplomatic channels to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea, and pushed for positive progress in the consultations on the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea, demonstrating the unique value of multilateral diplomacy in resolving complex boundary issues.
Economic cooperation mechanisms such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) have also provided new ideas for the handling of boundary issues. By strengthening regional economic integration and promoting trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, member states are able to increase interdependence and common interests and create a more favorable external environment for the peaceful settlement of border disputes. China has actively participated in the RCEP negotiations, committed itself to building an open world economy and promoting regional peace and stability through economic cooperation, providing a new path for the settlement of border issues.
In the context of multilateral diplomacy, the boundary issue not only concerns national sovereignty and territorial integrity, but also regional and global security and stability. By actively participating in multilateral mechanisms, China has promoted dialogue and cooperation among member states on the boundary question, demonstrating its responsibility and wisdom as a responsible major country. In the future, with the deepening of globalization and regional integration, multilateral diplomacy will play a more prominent role in resolving boundary questions.
As a sensitive issue in international relations, the boundary question has a profound impact on China's international image and diplomatic strategy. The existence of boundary disputes often becomes the focus of the international community, especially when the disputes involve territorial sovereignty, which is more likely to trigger a wide discussion of international public opinion. For example, the long-standing boundary dispute between China and India has not only tested the diplomatic wisdom of the two governments, but also affected the international community's perception of China's peaceful rise. By sticking to the position of resolving the boundary issue through peaceful negotiations, China has shown its image as a responsible major country, but at the same time it is facing pressure from international public opinion for a clearer solution.
The stability of the border is directly related to the foundation of trust and cooperation among neighboring countries. China is committed to building a community of shared future with its neighbors, and peace and stability on its borders is an important prerequisite for achieving this goal. By actively participating in boundary negotiations and advancing joint demarcation and erecting monuments, China has worked hard to foster an atmosphere of friendly relations with its neighbors, which not only helps to enhance China's international image, but also lays a solid foundation for cooperation in various fields.
The flexibility and wisdom of China's diplomatic strategy in dealing with the boundary issue has also had a positive impact on its international image. In the face of the complex and volatile international situation, China adheres to the concept of "amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness" in its neighborhood diplomacy, advocates properly handling differences through dialogue and consultation, and promotes the building of a new type of international relations featuring mutual respect, fairness, justice and win-win cooperation. This diplomatic strategy has not only won understanding and support from neighboring countries, but also enhanced China's influence and voice in the international arena.
With the deepening of globalization, boundary issues are no longer limited to the traditional scope of territorial sovereignty, but increasingly involve cross-cutting issues such as maritime rights and interests, resource development and environmental protection. China has taken an active part in the reform and development of the global governance system, promoted the building of a maritime community with a shared future, and advocated the resolution of maritime disputes and challenges through cooperation on the basis of respecting international law and norms. Such an active stance not only showcases China's image as a responsible major country, but also contributes Chinese wisdom and strength to solving global issues.
The border issue has a profound impact on China's international image and diplomatic strategy. China will continue to adhere to the foreign policy of peace, cooperation and win-win results, properly handle boundary disputes through dialogue and consultation, and promote the building of a more harmonious and stable surrounding environment and a more just and reasonable international order.



Sino-Indian border dispute
The historical background of the boundary dispute between China and India is profound and complex. Its roots can be traced back to the differences in geographical perception and the legacy of colonial rule several centuries ago. Since ancient times, China and India have had a blurred boundary line in and around the southern foothills of the Himalayas, mainly due to the different administrative and cultural influences the two countries have had on the border area in history.
 The British colonialists unilaterally demarcated part of the China-India boundary through a series of unequal treaties, such as the 1890 Sino-British Conference Treaty on Tibet and India, which was done without the consent of the Qing government and set the stage for later boundary disputes. Due to the technical constraints at that time, the two countries lacked a precise definition of the actual direction of the boundary, further aggravating the complexity of the issue.
Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, China and India have held many rounds of negotiations on the boundary issue, but progress has been slow due to issues left over from history, conflicting geopolitical interests and different perceptions of the ownership of some territory. In the 1950s, the Indian government unilaterally established local governments in areas south of the McMahon Line, an act that seriously violated China's territorial sovereignty and led to tensions in China-India relations.
In the 1960s, the border situation between China and India deteriorated sharply, with frequent military conflicts between the two sides in the border areas, especially the Sino-Indian border self-defense war in 1962, which brought the boundary dispute to a climax. Although the two sides have since made efforts to ease relations through diplomatic channels, the boundary issue has always been a sensitive point in bilateral relations.
In recent years, with the deepening of globalization and profound changes in the international landscape, the cooperation between China and India in the fields of economy, trade, science, technology and people-to-people exchanges has become increasingly close, providing new opportunities for the settlement of the boundary question. However, the boundary question concerns the core national interests. To resolve it, the two sides need to maintain a high degree of political mutual trust and patience, and gradually push forward the settlement of the issue through peaceful negotiation and mutual compromise. The international community should also respect the sovereignty and position of China and India on the boundary question and create favorable conditions for the two sides to peacefully resolve the boundary question.
China-india relations have undergone complex and subtle development and changes against the backdrop of the boundary dispute. Since the 1960s, the China-India boundary dispute has been a sensitive issue in the bilateral relations, especially the McMahon Line and Aksai Chin areas in the eastern and middle sections, which have become the focus of the dispute.
In the 21st century, with the deepening of globalization and the increasing economic strength of the two countries, China-India relations have gradually transcended the single boundary dispute and shown a trend of co-existence of cooperation and competition. The frequent exchange of high-level visits, closer economic and trade exchanges and richer cultural exchanges between the two countries have laid a solid foundation for the all-round development of bilateral relations. However, the boundary dispute remains an unresolved issue that has from time to time impacted bilateral relations.
In recent years, military confrontations in the border areas between China and India have occurred from time to time, such as the Galavan Valley clash in 2020, which despite efforts by both sides to bring it under control, still highlights the sensitivity and complexity of the boundary issue. These incidents have prompted the two countries to strengthen communication on border management and establish a crisis management mechanism through diplomatic and military channels to prevent similar conflicts from happening again.
Meanwhile, China and India are also exploring ways to resolve the boundary dispute through dialogue and negotiation. The two sides have maintained communication on multilateral occasions such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and BRICS summits, and have set up a special representative mechanism on the boundary question at the bilateral level to resolve differences through peaceful means. Although progress has been slow, the mechanism has provided a platform for direct dialogue between the two countries, helping to enhance understanding and trust.
In the economic field, China and India, as important representatives of emerging market countries, have great potential for cooperation. The deepening cooperation between the two countries in trade, investment and infrastructure construction has injected new impetus into the long-term development of bilateral relations. Such economic interdependence and cooperation have provided more favorable conditions for the two sides to resolve boundary disputes through peaceful means.
With the transformation of the global governance system and the changing regional security situation, there is also broad room for cooperation between China and India in addressing non-traditional security threats, climate change and other global challenges. The expansion of these common interests will help promote the all-round development of bilateral relations and create a more favorable external environment for the final settlement of the boundary question.
The boundary dispute between China and India, an issue left over from history, has long exerted a profound influence on the foreign policies of the two countries. With the change of the international situation and the growth of the strength of the two countries, the boundary dispute has not only become a sensitive point in the relations between the two countries, but also prompted the two sides to adjust and change their diplomatic strategies accordingly.
India, for its part, has gradually shifted to a more assertive foreign policy in the face of border disagreements with China, notably by significantly increasing its military deployment along the Line of Actual Control. India has increased border patrols, built military installations and enhanced infrastructure in the border areas to demonstrate its presence and claim to the disputed areas. The Indian government has also actively sought the support and understanding of the international community through diplomatic channels, trying to internationalize the border dispute on a multilateral platform to strengthen its bargaining chips.
China, on the other hand, insists on resolving the boundary issue through peaceful negotiations and friendly consultations, stressing that the two sides should respect each other's historical facts and territorial sovereignty and refrain from taking actions that may complicate the issue. In foreign policy, China has shown a high degree of strategic determination and diplomatic wisdom. On the one hand, it upholds its core national interests. On the other hand, it actively promotes cooperation with India in various fields and strives to build a more stable China-India relationship. For example, China has enhanced its connectivity with South Asian countries through the Belt and Road Initiative, which includes many projects of common interest to India, with the aim of promoting political mutual trust through economic cooperation and creating favorable conditions for the settlement of the boundary question.
With the deepening of globalization and informationization, the diplomatic strategies of China and India in border disputes have also paid more attention to public opinion guidance and public diplomacy. Both countries have strengthened external publicity through media, think tanks, academia and other channels to elaborate their respective positions and win public understanding and support at home and abroad. This competition for "soft power" has also, to a certain extent, affected the image and standing of the two countries on the international stage.
The China-India boundary dispute not only tests the diplomatic wisdom of the two countries, but also promotes the constant adjustment and change in the foreign policies of the two sides. In the face of the complex and volatile international situation, China and India should continue to uphold the spirit of peace, friendship and cooperation and seek a proper settlement of the boundary question through dialogue and consultation so as to lay a solid foundation for the long-term development of bilateral relations.
 In recent years, China and India have shown a positive attitude of seeking a peaceful settlement of the boundary question through high-level visits, diplomatic channels of communication and the establishment of border control mechanisms.
One possible path to a peaceful solution is to strengthen military confidence-building measures in the border areas. The two sides can further upgrade and improve the existing border meeting mechanism and increase joint patrols and military exchanges in border areas to reduce the risk of miscalculation and conflict. Through technical means, such as satellite remote sensing monitoring and drone patrols, the two sides should enhance their monitoring capabilities in the border areas to ensure transparent actions by both sides and create favorable conditions for the peaceful settlement of the border issue.
Deepening economic cooperation is also an important way to promote the peaceful settlement of the boundary question. As the world's two most populous countries, China and India are highly complementary economically and have huge potential for cooperation. The two sides may explore cross-border infrastructure construction, resource development and utilization, tourism cooperation and other projects in the border areas, so as to promote personnel exchanges and enhance people-to-people friendship through economic cooperation and lay a solid public support for the final settlement of the boundary question.
It is also indispensable to explore the legal channels. China and India should continue to seek a reasonable solution to the boundary question through negotiation and consultation within the framework of international law. The two sides may draw on successful international cases, such as settling disputes through the International Court of Justice or arbitration bodies, or jointly working out a legally binding boundary agreement to define the direction of the boundary line and provide legal guarantee for the peaceful settlement of the boundary question.
 China and India are important members of the international community. The settlement of the boundary question not only concerns the interests of the two countries, but also bears on regional and world peace and stability. The international community should uphold an objective and just position, encourage the two sides to settle disputes through peaceful negotiations and avoid interference and provocation by external forces.
 This process will not only promote the all-round development of China-India relations, but also contribute to peace and stability in the region and the world at large.


The South China Sea Dispute
The South China Sea dispute, as one of the hot spots in the international political field, has a profound historical origin and a complicated and changeable current situation. The South China Sea, located in the southern part of China, is home to numerous islands, reefs, shoals and waters. It has been an integral part of China's territory since ancient times. However, since the second half of the 20th century, with the prominence of the value of Marine resources and the development of the international law of the sea, the claims of neighboring countries and non-regional forces on the rights and interests of the South China Sea have gradually heated up, resulting in constant disputes.
In the historical context, the South China Sea Islands and their adjacent waters have been traditional fishing grounds and key maritime transportation routes for Chinese fishermen since ancient times. Successive Chinese governments have exercised effective jurisdiction over, developed and utilized the South China Sea Islands and their adjacent waters. However, since the end of World War II, some countries around the South China Sea have taken advantage of changes in the international situation to unilaterally claim sovereignty over some islands and reefs in the South China Sea, and strengthened their claims through military occupation and legislative confirmation, thus forming the current pattern of disputes.
At present, the current situation of the South China Sea disputes is characterized by multiple claims and fierce competition. In addition to China, the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan have all laid claim to some islands, reefs and waters in the South China Sea. The parties have direct conflicts of interest in the development of oil and gas resources, fishing activities and scientific research in the disputed waters, and maritime confrontations and ship collisions have occurred from time to time, heightening tensions in the region.
At the international level, the disputes in the South China Sea have also drawn wide attention from the international community. In the name of "freedom of navigation" and "regional stability", the United States, Japan and other countries outside the region have frequently intervened in the South China Sea affairs by sending warships and aircraft to conduct "freedom of navigation" operations in the South China Sea, trying to destabilize the situation in the South China Sea and check China's influence in the South China Sea. The United Nations and other international organizations have also played a certain role in the South China Sea issue, trying to provide a legal framework and guiding principles for the peaceful settlement of the South China Sea disputes by formulating relevant resolutions and rules.
It is worth noting that in recent years, the Chinese government has shown great patience and restraint on the South China Sea issue, sticking to peaceful means such as dialogue and consultation to resolve disputes, while strengthening rights protection, law enforcement and infrastructure construction in the South China Sea, making positive contributions to peace and stability in the region. In the future, with the changes in the international situation and the joint efforts of countries in the region, the South China Sea disputes are expected to be properly resolved through peaceful means.
The disputes in the South China Sea, as a concentrated manifestation of the complex geopolitics between China and its neighboring countries, have posed multiple challenges to China's foreign policy and international relations. The South China Sea issue has aggravated regional tensions and directly affected the mutual trust and cooperation between China and ASEAN countries. As the disputes continue to escalate, countries have increased their military presence and frequency of activities in the South China Sea, which not only heightens the risk of regional arms race, but also limits the deepening and development of regional security cooperation mechanisms.
The disputes in the South China Sea have become the focus of international public opinion and dealt a certain blow to China's international image. Some Western countries have used the South China Sea issue to accuse and put pressure on China, trying to internationalize and multilateralize the South China Sea issue and interfere with the efforts of China and ASEAN countries to settle disputes through bilateral negotiations. This has, to a certain extent, limited China's autonomy and right to speak on the South China Sea issue and made it more difficult for China to safeguard its own interests in the international arena.
The disputes in the South China Sea have posed real challenges to the protection and development of China's maritime rights and interests. The South China Sea is an important strategic passage and energy transport route for China, and its rich fishery resources and seabed mineral resources are of great significance to China's economic development. However, due to the existence of disputes, China's normal maritime activities in the South China Sea have been limited to some extent, and the development and utilization of Marine resources are also facing many obstacles. This not only affects the development of China's Marine economy, but also poses a challenge to the implementation of China's maritime strategy.
The South China Sea disputes have also had a complex impact on China's diplomatic relations with neighboring countries. On the one hand, the South China Sea disputes have intensified diplomatic frictions and contradictions between China and some countries, making bilateral relations strained. On the other hand, the South China Sea dispute has prompted China to strengthen communication and cooperation with some countries to jointly safeguard regional peace and stability. This complicated diplomatic situation requires China to adhere to principles and safeguard interests in its foreign policy, while also responding flexibly and seeking win-win results.
In the face of the challenges posed by the South China Sea disputes, China's foreign policy has shown a high degree of stability and flexibility. China adheres to the principle of resolving disputes through dialogue and consultation, actively promotes closer strategic partnership with ASEAN countries, and strengthens cooperation and coordination on the South China Sea issue. China has also strengthened its military presence and maritime law enforcement forces in the South China Sea to safeguard national sovereignty and maritime rights and interests. These measures have not only helped ease tensions in the South China Sea, but also injected positive energy into regional peace and stability.
China's strategic arrangement in the South China Sea aims to safeguard China's sovereignty, security and development interests while promoting regional peace, stability and prosperity. Specifically, through a series of foreign policies and practical actions, China has demonstrated its strategic considerations and policy implementation on the South China Sea issue.
China adheres to the basic principle of "sovereignty belongs to China, shelving disputes and pursuing joint development", which is the core principle in handling the South China Sea issue. China has stressed that the South China Sea Islands have been part of China's territory since ancient times and that China has indisputable sovereignty over them and their adjacent waters. On this basis, China stands ready to peacefully resolve relevant disputes through negotiation and consultation with countries directly concerned on the basis of respecting historical facts and in accordance with international law.
China has actively promoted regional cooperation in the South China Sea and is committed to building a community with a shared future in the South China Sea. China has advocated and promoted the establishment of the China-Asean Maritime Cooperation Fund, supported practical cooperation in maritime joint search and rescue, disaster prevention and reduction, scientific research and environmental protection, and promoted mutual understanding and trust among countries in the region. China has also taken an active part in the building of multilateral mechanisms in the South China Sea, such as the consultation on the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC), with the aim of enhancing mutual trust and cooperation among regional countries through rule-making and mechanism building.
In the field of military security, China has adhered to a national defense policy that is defensive in nature, strengthened its military preparedness in the South China Sea, and enhanced its maritime rights protection and law enforcement capabilities. Chinese naval vessels regularly conduct patrols in the South China Sea, effectively safeguarding national sovereignty and maritime rights and interests. China has also focused on maritime security cooperation with neighboring countries to jointly address non-traditional maritime security threats, such as piracy and terrorism.
China has also been actively engaged in communication and dialogue with neighboring countries in the South China Sea through diplomatic channels to enhance mutual understanding and trust. Chinese diplomats frequently visit neighboring countries in the South China Sea to expound on China's position and proposition on the South China Sea issue, listen to each other's concerns and seek ways to resolve disputes through peaceful means.
China's strategy and policies in the South China Sea reflect its firm determination to safeguard national sovereignty, security and development interests, and also demonstrate its positive posture to promote regional peace, stability and prosperity. China will continue to uphold the diplomatic concept of peace, cooperation and win-win results, and work with neighboring countries in the South China Sea to jointly safeguard peace, stability, prosperity and development of the region.
As the focus of regional and global attention, the South China Sea dispute has received complex and volatile international reactions, which has profoundly affected China's foreign policy layout. The United States and other Western countries have paid great attention to this issue and tried to intervene and balance China's influence in the South China Sea by means of diplomatic statements, military exercises and strengthening regional alliances. This has increased the internationalization and complexity of the South China Sea issue to a certain extent, prompting China to take a more proactive stance in diplomacy. Emphasizing its firm position of safeguarding national sovereignty and maritime rights and interests.
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as a regional organization, has taken a cautious approach to the South China Sea issue, seeking to facilitate the peaceful settlement of differences between the disputing parties through multilateral dialogue mechanisms such as negotiations on a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. China has actively participated in and promoted this process, presenting itself as a responsible major country, while sticking to the "dual-track approach", which calls for negotiations between parties directly concerned to resolve disputes and joint efforts by regional countries to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea, so as to balance the concerns of all parties and maintain regional stability.
Non-governmental organizations, think tanks and media in the international community have also paid extensive attention to the South China Sea disputes, and their reports and comments often take different positions and perspectives. Some voices stress the importance of international law and freedom of navigation, and call for disputes to be resolved through international law. While others are concerned about China's construction activities in the South China Sea and their possible impact on regional security patterns. These public opinion environments have prompted China to pay more attention to transparency and the basis of international law in its diplomatic strategy, and to elaborate its position and propositions on the South China Sea issue to the world through the release of white papers and the holding of international seminars.
The South China Sea disputes have also triggered in-depth discussions in the international community on issues such as the law of the sea, resource development and environmental protection. China has taken an active part in the formulation of relevant international rules, advocated the concept of building a maritime community with a shared future, and stressed that on the basis of respecting the sovereignty and maritime rights and interests of all countries, sustainable development and utilization of Marine resources should be achieved through cooperation, and joint efforts should be made to address Marine environmental challenges. Such a move has not only allayed the concerns of some in the international community, but also won China more understanding and support in the South China Sea and global maritime governance.
The diverse and profound international reactions to the South China Sea disputes have prompted China to adhere to principles and safeguard its national interests in its foreign policy, while focusing on ways and means to promote the settlement of disputes through dialogue and consultation. At the same time, China has actively participated in international maritime governance and presented itself as a responsible major country.
The combination of borders and soft Power
Soft power, first proposed by American scholar Joseph Nye, refers to a country's ability to influence the will of other countries and promote international cooperation and recognition through non-coercive means such as attractiveness, charisma, culture, values and foreign policy. Soft power mainly includes cultural attraction, political values, foreign policy, and the ability to shape the international agenda.
In international relations, the importance of soft power has become increasingly prominent. As globalization deepens and countries become more interdependent, traditional military, economic and other hard power means often seem inadequate in solving complex international issues. Soft power, with its unique non-confrontational, long-term and permeable nature, has become a new focus of competition and cooperation among countries. The dissemination of a country's culture and values through culture, education, science and technology, media and other channels will enhance the international community's understanding and recognition of a country and contribute to the building of a more harmonious and stable international environment.
To be specific, soft power exerts a far-reaching impact on international relations in the following aspects: First, it improves a country's image, enhances the positive perception of the international community, and wins more international support and friendship for a country; Second, it promotes international cooperation by reducing exchange costs and promoting the formation and development of multilateral cooperation mechanisms through shared values and cultural background; Third, to influence the setting of the international agenda, use the international voice, guide international public opinion, and promote the formulation of international issues and rules in line with national interests; Fourth, to safeguard national security and effectively respond to external threats and challenges through non-military means, such as diplomatic mediation and economic sanctions.
In recent years, China has attached great importance to the building of soft power, actively promoted Chinese culture to the world, and strengthened cultural exchanges and cooperation with other countries. The widespread establishment of Confucius Institutes around the world is an important symbol of China's soft power enhancement. Through international cooperation platforms such as the Belt and Road Initiative, China has also strengthened connectivity with countries along the routes, promoted common economic prosperity and cultural exchanges and mutual learning, and further enhanced China's international influence and appeal.
Soft power, as an important component of a country's overall strength, plays an irreplaceable role in international relations. China will continue to strengthen its soft power, participate in global governance and international cooperation with a more open and inclusive attitude, and contribute Chinese wisdom and strength to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.
As one of the core issues in China's foreign policy, the complexity and sensitivity of the boundary issue have a profound impact on the construction and display of China's soft power. Soft power, as a country's ability to attract and influence other countries through non-coercive means such as culture, values and foreign policy, is particularly important in the context of globalization. Border disputes are not only directly related to territorial sovereignty and national security, but also indirectly shape China's international image and diplomatic discourse power.
The existence of boundary disputes often becomes the focus of international public opinion and affects the international community's cognition and evaluation of China. In disputed areas such as the South China Sea and the China-India border, China has sought to enhance international recognition of its handling of border issues by strengthening its declaration of the basis of international law, promoting multilateral dialogue and cooperation, and presenting itself as a responsible major country. These initiatives have helped to enhance China's soft power, especially in international rule-making and international voice building.
A proper settlement of the border issue can significantly enhance China's international credibility and influence. For example, China has actively promoted boundary negotiations and delimitation with neighboring countries and resolved issues left over from history through peaceful negotiations, demonstrating China's diplomatic wisdom and peaceful will. This model of resolving disputes through diplomatic channels has not only promoted regional stability and peace, but also won China wide praise from the international community and enhanced its soft power in the international arena.
The handling of border issues also involves deep-seated factors such as culture and ethnicity, whose impact on soft power cannot be ignored. By strengthening cultural exchanges and promoting ethnic harmony, China strives to build cultural identity and friendly atmosphere in border areas. For example, in the border areas between China and Vietnam, the two countries have held cultural festivals, art exhibitions and other activities to deepen mutual understanding and friendship between the people, which has laid a good public support foundation for the settlement of the border issue. This practice of cultural diplomacy has not only enhanced China's cultural soft power, but also promoted regional peace and development.
With the deepening of globalization, international cooperation and the participation of multilateral mechanisms are increasingly needed to deal with border issues. China actively participates in the United Nations, ASEAN and other international organizations and multilateral mechanisms, and promotes the establishment of a more just and reasonable international order and boundary governance system. Such an open and inclusive diplomatic posture has not only enhanced China's international standing and influence, but also provided strong support for China to play a greater role in global governance.
The boundary question not only has a direct bearing on China's territorial sovereignty and national security, but also has a profound impact on China's soft power building and demonstration. By strengthening the basis of international law, promoting peaceful negotiations, promoting cultural exchanges and ethnic harmony, and actively participating in international cooperation and multilateral mechanisms, China strives to enhance its soft power and build a more harmonious and stable international environment in the process of resolving the boundary question.
Cultural diplomacy, as an important manifestation of a country's soft power, plays an indispensable role in dealing with border issues. It promotes mutual understanding and respect between countries through various non-traditional diplomatic means such as cultural exchanges, educational cooperation and art display, and provides a unique platform and ideas for the peaceful settlement of boundary disputes.
In disputed border areas, cultural diplomacy can effectively ease tensions and promote friendship among the people. For example, China and its neighbors jointly hold cultural festivals and art exhibitions near the border, which not only showcase the rich and colorful cultural heritage of the two sides, but also deepen the emotional ties between the people and create a positive atmosphere for dialogue at the official level. Such a "cultural people" approach helps reduce misunderstanding and prejudice, and lays a social foundation for the settlement of border issues.
Cultural diplomacy has also promoted cooperation in the field of education and built a bridge of communication for the younger generation. By sending students to each other and establishing joint educational institutions, young students can experience different cultures firsthand in their study and life, cultivate cross-cultural communication skills, and become a positive force for promoting peace and cooperation in border areas in the future. This kind of long-term and far-reaching influence is incomparable to mere political or economic means.
It is worth noting that with the rapid development of Internet technology, the boundaries of cultural diplomacy are also widening. Emerging media, such as online cultural products and online education platforms, have greatly lowered the threshold for cultural exchanges and expanded their coverage. By producing documentaries that reflect the customs and customs of the border areas and developing online tourism experience programs, China has shown the world the true face and humanistic charm of the border areas, which has enhanced the international community's understanding and recognition of China.
However, cultural diplomacy also faces challenges when it comes to border issues. How to realize the effective communication and exchange of culture and avoid cultural conflicts and misunderstandings on the basis of respecting the cultural differences of different countries is the problem that cultural diplomacy needs to solve. The results of cultural diplomacy are often difficult to achieve immediately, and require long-term accumulation and continuous investment.
Cultural diplomacy plays a unique and important role in border issues. It promotes cultural exchanges and cooperation, enhances mutual understanding and respect between countries, and provides strong support for the peaceful settlement of border disputes. In its future development, China should continue to strengthen cultural diplomacy, innovate ways of cultural exchange, deepen cultural cooperation with neighboring countries, and contribute to building harmonious neighboring relations and maintaining regional peace and stability.
In dealing with the border issue, China has skillfully integrated soft power into the framework of international cooperation, demonstrating a diplomatic strategy that is both principled and flexible. Through multilateral mechanisms and platforms, such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and ASEAN summits, China has actively promoted the establishment of regional security cooperation mechanisms and resolved border disputes through dialogue and consultation, demonstrating its positive role in maintaining regional peace and stability.
China advocates and practices the concept of "amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness" in its neighborhood diplomacy, and has strengthened ties and mutual trust with its neighbors through various channels such as economic assistance, infrastructure construction and people-to-people exchanges. For example, under the Belt and Road Initiative, China has jointly advanced a number of cross-border cooperation projects with many of its neighbors, which not only promotes regional economic integration, but also creates more favorable conditions for the settlement of border issues. These measures have effectively boosted China's international influence and appeal, and laid a solid foundation for the peaceful settlement of border disputes.
China attaches great importance to the use of cultural soft power to enhance people-to-people friendship and mutual understanding with neighboring countries through cultural exchanges and educational cooperation. China actively promotes the education of Chinese as an international language, and has set up Confucius Institutes and classrooms in many countries to let more foreigners learn about Chinese culture and eliminate misunderstandings and prejudices. China has also held various cultural festivals, such as "Happy Spring Festival" and "Feel China", which have promoted dialogue and mutual learning among different civilizations and created a favorable cultural atmosphere for the peaceful settlement of the border question.
China has also taken an active part in the formulation of international rules and promoted the building of a more just and equitable international order. On the boundary question, China is committed to resolving disputes through peaceful negotiations and consultations within the framework of the UN Charter and the basic principles of international law. China has advocated and promoted the formulation and improvement of a series of international legal instruments, such as the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC), which has provided an important legal guarantee for regional peace and stability. China has also taken an active part in international peacekeeping operations and humanitarian relief, demonstrating its image as a responsible major country and further enhancing its soft power in the international community.
In international cooperation, China has made full use of its soft power to address the border question. Through economic assistance, cultural exchanges, rule-making and other means, it has not only effectively safekept its own core interests, but also made positive contributions to regional peace, stability and development. In the future, with the deepening of globalization and the profound adjustment of the international landscape, China will continue to uphold the concept of win-win cooperation, strengthen cooperation and exchanges with the international community, and contribute more wisdom and strength to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind.


Boundary and Foreign Policy from a theoretical perspective
International relations theory is an important analytical tool for understanding the interaction, conflict and cooperation among states, which has a profound impact on the formulation and implementation of foreign policies. The main theoretical schools include realism, liberalism, constructivism, etc. Each theory analyzes international political phenomena from its own unique perspective and provides a diversified theoretical basis for foreign policy.
Realism emphasizes power competition and security considerations among states. It holds that the international system is in an anarchic state and states seek to maximize power to ensure their own security. From a realist perspective, foreign policy tends to focus on strengthening military power, building military alliances, and safeguarding national interests through balance-of-power strategies. For example, the "containment" strategy in the history of the United States and the establishment of NATO during the Cold War are typical manifestations of the realist foreign policy.
The liberal theory advocates international cooperation and interdependence, and believes that with the deepening of globalization, the economic ties between countries have become increasingly close, and common interests have become the main driving force to promote international cooperation. According to liberalism, foreign policy should focus on promoting free trade, strengthening international institution building, and resolving disputes through dialogue and negotiation. The establishment of the European Union and its deep cooperation in the economic and political fields is a practical example of the liberal concept of international cooperation.
Constructivist theory emphasizes the important role of ideas, culture and identity in international relations. It holds that the behavior of nations is not only driven by material forces, but also deeply influenced by shared concepts, norms and cultural perceptions. Constructivism holds that the formulation and implementation of foreign policy is a process of social construction, in which countries shape each other's identities and perceptions of their interests through interactive learning and shared meaning. For example, the establishment and widespread acceptance of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence is a successful case of China and other countries building a common diplomatic concept through interaction.
These international relations theories not only provide a theoretical basis for the formulation of foreign policies, but also influence the behavior patterns and strategic choices of countries in the international arena. With the further development of globalization and the complex and changeable international situation, it is increasingly necessary to make a comprehensive use of multiple theoretical perspectives in the formulation of foreign policies, so as to have a more comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the nature and laws of international relations, so as to formulate diplomatic strategies that are more in line with national interests and the requirements of The Times.
Realism theory occupies an important position in the field of international relations. Its core views emphasize that states are the main actors in international relations, national interests are the fundamental driving force of international politics, and power distribution is the decisive factor in the structure of the international system. Under this theoretical framework, the border issue is not only related to territorial integrity and national sovereignty, but also a direct manifestation of national power and security interests.
From the perspective of realism, the boundary is regarded as the embodiment of the boundary of state power and the first line of defense to safeguard national sovereignty and security. By clarifying and consolidating borders, the state aims to prevent the encroachment of local resources by external forces and the compression of strategic space. For example, when demarcating borders with neighboring countries, China has always adhered to the "Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence" and emphasized resolving issues left over from history through negotiation and consultation, which reflects both respect for international law and realism's pursuit of putting national interests first.
Border disputes are often seen by realist theorists as an extension of power struggles. In an international system with limited resources and a complex security environment, any movement in the border area can trigger tension and confrontation between countries. Therefore, when dealing with border disputes, China not only pays attention to bilateral negotiations, but also actively participates in multilateral mechanisms to jointly safeguard regional stability and peace by enhancing mutual trust and cooperation with neighboring countries. This strategy aims to reduce the potential threat to national security posed by border disputes through diplomatic efforts, while projecting its image as a responsible major country.
Realism also emphasizes the importance of a balance of power among nations to maintain international order. On the boundary question, China is committed to building a fair and reasonable international order and opposes hegemonism and power politics in any form. By actively participating in the formulation of international rules and promoting the establishment of a more just and reasonable boundary dispute settlement mechanism, China has not only safeguarded its legitimate rights and interests, but also made positive contributions to world peace and development.
Realist theory provides a powerful analytical tool for understanding border issues and their guidance for foreign policy. Under this theoretical framework, China's foreign policy on the boundary issue has shown the characteristics of adhering to principles and being flexible and pragmatic, which has not only safeguarded national sovereignty and security interests, but also promoted the harmony and development of international relations.
Constructivism international relations theory emphasizes the process of social construction, and believes that borders between countries are not only the dividing line in geographical space, but also the product of the interactive construction of national identities, interests and ideas. From the perspective of constructivism, the relationship between border issues and foreign policy deeply reflects the logic of such social construction.
Constructivism believes that boundary definition and disputes are often influenced by norms and discursions widely existing in the international community. For example, in the South China Sea dispute, parties differ on the legal status of the "nine-dash line", which is not only rooted in the interpretation of the provisions of international law, but also in the complex interaction of regional history, culture and international political pattern. Different countries have repeatedly reaffirmed or challenged their territorial claims through multiple channels, such as diplomatic statements, international forums and international organizations, and these discourse practices have shaped the social reality of boundary disputes.
Constructivism emphasizes the constructivism of national identities and interests. As one of the core issues of foreign policy, border question is directly related to the cognition and definition of national identity. In the China-India boundary dispute, the two countries have shaped and strengthened their national identities and territorial interests through historical narratives, diplomatic negotiations and military deployments. The process of constructing such identities and interests has not only influenced the attitudes and positions of the two countries on the boundary issue, but also profoundly shaped the direction of their foreign policies.
Constructivism is concerned with the diffusion and change of international norms and identities. With the acceleration of globalization, cross-border cooperation and exchanges have become more frequent, and countries have more common interests in border management, resource exploitation and environmental protection. This has prompted countries to pay more attention to seeking peaceful solutions through consultation and dialogue, confidence-building mechanisms and international cooperation when solving border issues. This trend not only helps to ease the tension caused by boundary disputes, but also provides new ideas and paths for the adjustment and innovation of foreign policies between countries.
From the perspective of constructivism, the relationship between border issue and foreign policy presents a dynamic, interactive and constructive feature. Borders are not only the boundaries of geographical space, but also the meeting points of national identities, interests and ideas. Through in-depth analysis of the constructivism dimension of the border issue, this paper can more comprehensively understand the formation and evolution of inter-state foreign policies, and provide useful references for building more harmonious and stable international relations.
In exploring a comprehensive analytical framework for borders and foreign policy, multiple perspectives are needed to fully understand their complex interactions. The realist theory emphasizes the centrality of national interests and security considerations in border issues, and believes that borders, as the first line of defense of national security, are directly related to the survival and development of a country. From this perspective, border disputes are often seen as a zero-sum game in which countries maintain border security through diplomatic means or military preparations to ensure territorial integrity is not violated. For example, in the China-India boundary dispute, both sides have strengthened border infrastructure construction and military deployment, reflecting the realism's high concern about border security.
Constructivism, on the other hand, focuses on the role of ideas, identities and cultural factors in the construction of border issues. It believes that borders are not only geographical boundaries, but also the embodiment of national identity, historical memory and shared values. Through diplomatic dialogue, cultural exchanges and people-to-people exchanges, countries can rebuild border perceptions, promote mutual understanding and trust, and thus ease border tensions. Amid the South China Sea disputes, China has actively promoted the "21st Century Maritime Silk Road" initiative with ASEAN countries, which aims to build a regional order in the South China Sea based on common interests through economic cooperation and cultural exchanges, reflecting the interaction between borders and foreign policy from a constructivist perspective.
The comprehensive analytical framework should balance the security concerns of realism with the cooperation potential of constructivism, and view the border as a dynamic and changing border of security and cooperation. On the one hand, it should recognize that border security is the cornerstone of a country's foreign policy and that border stability needs to be ensured through legal, military and diplomatic means; On the other hand, attention should be paid to the role of cultural, economic and social factors in border issues, and border relations based on mutual understanding and respect should be built through strengthening regional cooperation and promoting cultural and people-to-people exchanges.
In concrete practice, China's foreign policy has demonstrated the wisdom of such comprehensive analysis. In the face of boundary disputes, China not only upholds its principled position and upholds national sovereignty and territorial integrity, but also actively promotes peaceful dialogue and cooperation with its neighbors to seek mutually beneficial solutions. China also attaches importance to bringing into play the role of international law and multilateral mechanisms, resolving border disputes through international judicial procedures or regional cooperation mechanisms, and presenting itself as a responsible major country.
A comprehensive analytical framework for border and foreign policy should integrate realistic security concerns with constructivism's potential for cooperation, provide a comprehensive and dynamic perspective on border issues, and provide theoretical basis and practical guidance for the formulation of effective foreign policy.


Conclusions
Through an in-depth study of the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China, this paper reveals the profound impact of border issues on China's foreign policy decisions and actions as a non-negligible element in international relations. Starting from the history and current situation of the boundary, the paper reviews the historical evolution of China's boundary and the current legal framework, and clarifies the complexity and sensitivity of boundary disputes in international relations.
Through case studies, especially the China-India boundary dispute and the South China Sea dispute, this paper finds that the boundary dispute not only directly shapes the direction of China's foreign policy, but also encourages China to adopt more flexible diplomatic strategies to cope with the complex and changeable international situation. The historical entanglement of the boundary dispute between China and India has prompted the two countries to engage in many dialogues and consultations at the diplomatic level, and strive to resolve the dispute through peaceful means. In this process, China has demonstrated its firm position of safeguarding national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and also demonstrated its willingness and efforts to resolve the dispute through diplomatic means.
The South China Sea disputes further highlight the complexity and transnational nature of boundary issues in the context of globalization. On the South China Sea issue, China adheres to a "dual-track approach", which means that countries directly concerned will work together with regional countries to maintain peace and stability through negotiation and consultation. This diplomatic strategy not only demonstrates China's respect for and compliance with international law, but also demonstrates China's image as a responsible major country. The South China Sea disputes have also prompted China to strengthen cooperation with neighboring countries, promote regional integration, and create favorable conditions for the peaceful settlement of disputes.
The paper also explores the combination of border and soft power, pointing out the important role of soft power means such as cultural diplomacy and economic aid in dealing with border issues in the era of globalization. Through cultural exchanges and economic cooperation, China has enhanced mutual understanding and trust with neighboring countries, laying a solid public opinion foundation for a peaceful settlement of the border issue.
The main conclusion of this paper is that the border question plays a crucial role in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China ( Min, 2022). It not only directly affects China's foreign policy decisions and actions, but also indirectly affects China's national interests and international standing through a complex network of international relations. Therefore, in its future diplomatic practice, China should continue to adhere to the diplomatic concept of peace, cooperation and win-win results, and actively use diplomatic, legal, economic, cultural and other means to properly resolve border issues, safeguard national sovereignty and territorial integrity, and promote the building of a community with a shared future for mankind ( Sihai, 2022).
Although this paper tries to explore the role of borders in shaping the foreign policy of the People's Republic of China comprehensively and deeply, there are still some inadequacies and limitations that need to be improved and perfected in future research.
There are limitations in the timeliness of data collection and update. Border issues involve complex political, historical and legal factors, and their dynamics are often rapid and unpredictable. While efforts have been made to collect the most recent cases of border disputes and foreign policy responses, due to the limited time window available, some data may not fully reflect the latest developments. Future research should establish a more real-time data monitoring mechanism to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of the analysis results.
The breadth and depth of case studies need to be expanded. In this paper, the Sino-Indian boundary dispute and the South China Sea dispute are selected as typical cases for in-depth analysis. Although they are representative, they fail to comprehensively cover all the border issues facing China. Different border regions may exert differentiated influences on foreign policy due to their unique geographical, historical and cultural backgrounds (Wei, 2019). Therefore, future studies should further broaden the scope of cases and increase the comparative analysis of different border regions to reveal the complex relationship between borders and foreign policies in a more comprehensive way ( Li, 2019).
The integration and application of the theoretical framework are still insufficient. Although this paper tries to analyze the relationship between border and foreign policy from the theoretical perspectives of realism and constructivism, the integration and complementarity of various theoretical perspectives are not fully reflected in the actual analysis. Future studies should further explore how to build a more comprehensive analytical framework and integrate different theoretical perspectives to better understand the complex mechanism of boundary issues in foreign policy making.
Research on the interaction between soft power and border issues is still weak. Although the potential role of soft power in dealing with border issues is mentioned in this paper, specific case studies and strategic suggestions are limited. Future studies can further explore the specific application of soft power in border dispute settlement, international image building and international cooperation, and provide more theoretical support and practical guidance for China's diplomatic practice.
The application of interdisciplinary research methods needs to be strengthened. Boundary issues involve many disciplines such as political science, international relations, history and law, and it is difficult to fully grasp its complexity from the research perspective of a single discipline (Fang, 2021). Future studies should encourage interdisciplinary cooperation, comprehensively apply a variety of research methods, and reveal the internal connection and dynamic changes between borders and foreign policies with a broader vision and deeper insight.
In the field of future border and foreign policy research, several potential directions and areas are worthy of further exploration. With the acceleration of globalization and the rapid development of Internet technology, non-traditional security threats have become increasingly prominent, such as the boundary issues in cyberspace, information security and other fields have become a new research hotspot. How to define the boundaries of cyberspace, protect national sovereignty in cyberspace, and formulate and implement foreign policies in cyberspace will be important topics for future research. Combining advanced technologies such as big data and artificial intelligence to analyze the dynamic changes of cyber boundaries and their impact on international relations will provide more accurate decision-making basis for policy makers.
Phenomena such as rising sea level and frequent extreme weather events caused by global climate change pose new challenges to the territorial boundaries and maritime rights and interests of coastal states. Future research needs to focus on how climate change alters geographic boundaries and how such changes affect countries' foreign policy and strategic choices. For example, the melting of ice sheets in Antarctica could spark new territorial disputes, while the existential crisis in low-lying island nations could prompt more concerted international action on climate change.
As the international landscape becomes more multipolar, border interactions between emerging powers and traditional powers are becoming more complex. Especially for emerging powers like China, the border security concerns and geopolitical competition triggered by its rapid rise have provided rich fodder for foreign policy studies. Future studies should focus on how emerging powers balance their own development with the interest demands of neighboring countries, resolve border disputes through diplomatic means, and maintain regional peace and stability.
With the deepening of globalization, transnational cooperation has become an important way to solve boundary issues. Future studies could further explore the effectiveness, challenges and improvement directions of cross-border cooperation mechanisms, such as cross-border water resources management, environmental protection, disaster response and other cooperation cases. Attention should also be paid to the role and impact of non-State actors (e.g., transnational corporations, non-governmental organizations, etc.) in border issues in the context of globalization, and how they interact with national foreign policies.
As an emerging trend in the field of diplomacy, digital diplomacy provides a new perspective for the study of border issues. The dissemination of information, shaping of public opinion and diplomatic interaction on digital platforms have had a profound impact on perceptions, attitudes and ways of resolving border issues. Future studies should strengthen the theoretical and practical exploration of digital diplomacy, analyze its mechanism of action, effectiveness assessment and potential risks on border issues, and provide support for the formulation of foreign policies that better meet the needs of The Times.
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