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[bookmark: _Toc119775499]Introduction
The relevance of the research topic is proven by several aspects. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119507228]First of all, there is the necessity to observe the development of the US relations with Cuba throughout the period of presidency of Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden as since 2008 the American-Cuban relations has undergone significant changes, notably in the period of the Obama’s thaw which was proceeded with a subsequent deteriorating of relations. Thus, the nature and the consequences of these changes and the current state of interstate relations should be detected to compare different foreign policy strategies with the aim of singling out the most efficient model.
Secondly, nowadays, the world stands on the threshold of the inevitable transformation of well-established international contacts, ways of cooperation and, above all, international order. Geopolitical transformations have already led to economic crises, suspended interstate contacts, on the one hand, and the appearance of new alliances, on the other hand, therefore the proper short-term predictions for modern international relations are required. 
This research is of outmost importance as there is a lack of highly qualified and deep investigations into this aspect, adding the ever-changing nature of international relations. Moreover, the need for a critical rethinking of existing scientific papers from another scientific point of view must be addressed too. 
The scientific relevance of the topic is conditioned by the need to study deeply the issue of American-Cuban relations through the theoretical prism of neoliberalism and in the framework of the concept of “soft power”. Despite the growing academic interest around this issue, its theoretical framework has remained particularly weak. Thus, there is a scientific interest in applying theoretical aspects to analysis and evaluation of the current state of interstate affairs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119507295]The practical relevance of the topic stems from its importance in the development of interstate relations which can be enhanced after a thorough analysis of the effective and disastrous foreign policy strategies implemented by three US presidents. The aim of such an analysis is to find a solution to existing problems which prevent the USA and Cuba from reaching normalization in the visible future.  
[bookmark: _Hlk119507355][bookmark: _Hlk119508224]The purpose of the scientific research is to study the evolution of the American-Cuban relations over the period of presidency of three US presidents (B. Obama, D. Trump, J. Biden) through the prism of their distinctive foreign policy strategies in order to identify the political, economic and social possibilities of normalization of US-Cuban relations.
To achieve this goal, it is necessary to perform the following tasks:
1. To formulate the theoretical framework of the study and examine the interstate relations from the perspective of the political school of neoliberalism and the concept of “soft power”; 
1. To investigate the key aspects of US Cuba policy under the presidency of B. Obama;
1. To analyze the approach towards Cuba taken by D. Trump; 
1. To study the possibilities of normalization of US-Cuban relations based on the current strategic concept of the incumbent US President Joe Biden. 
The object of the scientific research is to closely examine the phenomenon of the US foreign policy evolution toward Cuba within existing historical frameworks.
The subject of the study is the main directions of the US foreign policy strategies chosen by three US presidents (B. Obama, D. Trump, J. Biden) and their developments within 2008-2022 chronological frame.
The chronological framework, that is 2008-2022 years, is determined by the fact that in 2008 Barak Obama launched his presidential campaign where he pledged to take dare steps towards normalizing long-lasting ineffective U.S. policy towards Cuba. Additionally, the very personality of Barak Obama, as well his new course on Cuba, gave an impetus to the development of interstate ties. Noteworthy, chosen chronological framework provides the opportunity for more thorough analysis of the dynamics of U.S.-Cuba relations and serves as a credible tool for predicting the development of bilateral relations in future.
[bookmark: _Hlk103069763]The following methods are used in this work:
The present work will develop research through the qualitative method, using the revision of articles and media, to describe in detail the particularities of the case under study. The qualitative method was used to collect data and analyze strategies that rely upon the collection of non-numeric data through in-depth study of particular events and phenomena referring the topic of the thesis;  
The systematic research method was used, which comprehensively presents the implementation of the U.S. foreign policy from the perspective of neoliberalism theory and “soft power” concept;
Historical method made it possible to investigate the origins and evolution of U.S. -Cuba relations in chronological order;
The analytical method made it possible to analyse materials on this issue;
The inductive and deductive methods made it possible to trace the principles of the U.S. regional policy in Cuba;
Structural and functional analysis helped to clarify the U.S. political and economic interests in restoring or, contrary to that, severing relations with Cuba;
The comparative method allowed us to trace the evolution of U.S.-Cuba relations from the perspective of distinctive foreign policies initiated by three U.S. presidents;
The generalizing method allowed to identify the main features and properties of the object under study, as well as to draw conclusions at the end of the research and then to structure all results.
The interviewee is N. Shevchenko, who is a leading lecturer in the NU of Kyiv, whose scientific interest is represented by the interstate interactions of countries in the Western hemisphere. Videos of public speaking as well as personal interviews were studied during the course of writing the master thesis. 

The scientific novelty of the study is evident, for the research covers the evolution of processes taking place in recent years. Moreover, in Ukraine few scientific works have been written on this topic. Thus, this research is the first attempt at a comprehensive comparative analysis of the state of U.S.-Cuba relations under three U.S. presidents (Barak Obama, Donald Trump and Joe Biden). 
Approval of research and publication results are the next: the thesis named “Diversity of the EU’s interregional relations” were published in the 35th issue of the scientific journal of the Odessa I. I. Mechnikov University “International and Political Studies” in 2022.  In addition, the theses were presented by the author during the Ist MEDITERreg Graduate Conference for master’s students and early stage researches (May 26, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk103069789]The structure of the study is represented by an introduction, four main chapters, conclusions, and a list of references.
The first chapter of the study is devoted to the theoretical basis and identifies the main theories, concepts and approaches as well as their implementation. It also determines the degree of development of this topic and provides a brief description of the literature base as well. The second, third, and forth chapters investigates the main features of the U.S. Cuba foreign policy strategies of B. Obama, D. Trump and J. Biden Administrations respectively.
Scope of work consists of an introduction, four main chapters, conclusions and a list of references. The main research covers 69 pages.
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