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During 2000-2004 population of wrasse Symphodus ocellatus, a rare species in north-western part of the Black Sea that
registered to Red Data Book of Ukraine and the Black Sea Red Data Book was investigated. Long underwater observations,
and the scientific fishing with close-meshed nets in different places ofthe Odessa Bay confirmed its absence in the sea. The
Tiligul Estuary, where its large isolated population is saved, still remains the only one habitat of the wrasse in northern part
of the Black Sea.

It was determined that wrasse is the mass representative of fish in the estuary. In numder it yields only to gobies and
silverside. The number ranged from 0,5 to 5 ex./m” on the bottom of rocky shallowed waters (depths from 0,3 to 2,0 m)
grown with different macroptytes. At grater depths (2-9 m) wrasse occured rarely, no more than 1-2 samples whithin 10
minutes period of underwater observations.

It is found out that in contrast to marine population (for example, near Crimea) spawning period of wrasse from the
Tiligul Estuary is more prolonged. Females with eggs (IV stage of development) are met up to the beginning of September.
Analysis of sex composition (n=54) has shown that males dominate in estuary population (71,4 %). The development of
spawn occures in "nests" of algae (Cladophora, Haetomorpha), which are build by big males. There are observations that
several females spawn in one nest. The nests are 20 sm lengthwise and more. Their main quantity was discovered on the
depths of 0,5-1,5 m among stones, on stones and in unthick sea grass Zostera,

Analysis of morphometric characteristics has shown that over several years individuals of all size groups are met in the
estuary. Reliable differences in common and standart length of males and females weren®t revealed. In May 2002 wrasses
with maximal size (110-117 mm lengthwise, 3-5 years old) were met, in August 2001 it was about 70 mm (1-2 years old).
All samples with the length less than 46 mm were fish of this year.

COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSHHE IONYJISLUU TJTA3YATOM 3EJIEHVIIKU (SYMPHODUS OCELLATUS (FORSKAL,
1775) B TUJIUT YJIbCKOM JIUMAHE

Kostyn O.A., Tapacenko A.A.

H3y4eHbl HEKOTOPbIE 0COOCHHOCTH OUONIOTHH U 3KoJoTHH peakoil B CeBepHoM IIpHuepHOMOpBE I1a34aToi 3eJaeHy K Symphodus
ocellatus (Forskal, 1775). Onpeneneno, uro B THINTYJIbCKOM JINMaHE CYIIECTBYET €€ yCTOWYMBAs IOMYJIAIMS, OTIMYAromasics OT
MOpCKO#l GoJiee pacTSHYTHIM HEPECTOBBIM IEPHOIOM, 0ojee MEIKUMH pa3MEpPHBIMH XapaKTCPUCTHKAMHU H, BEPOSTHO, MEHBIIEH
HPOJOJDKUTEIBHOCTBIO JKU3HH. M3yYeH MOJOBOM COCTaB U OCOOCHHOCTH Pa3MHOXXEHHS B MPHUPOAHON MOMYJISAIHH.



