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VERBALIZED MOTHERHOOD EXPERIENCE IN THE
SHORT STORY "TRESPASS' BY S. SCOFIELD

With the development of the feminist thought, moditerature strongly influenced by
its contributions, a female's peculiar biologicaperience is being made more and more
explicit. In American literature of the end of téX century — the beginning of the XX
century the role of a mother was predominantly dase the existing pattern of gender
stereotype, when woman was evaluated through fleeirce on her child and her attitude
to it. The undisguised description of maternal ticacwas considered to be tabooed, thus
was not present in the literary works.

The XX century drew the authors' attention to thebfem of revealing the concealed
experience of a mother, both "positive" and "neg#ti re-valuating it from the point of
view of a woman, due to which the analysis of thacpss of verbalization of motherhood is
very topical.

In her research of the memoirs of maternal expeéeri contemporary women |. Brown
claims that: "the authors <...> feel conflicted abtheir position as mothers mostly because
of the persistent myth of "natural” mother and [esce of traditional gender practices
they challenge them in their writings" [1: 20]. Tresearcher also states that with the arrival
of the new baby, women-writers become aware ofehérn of traditional gender practices
into their family lives and perceive the increa$iequality
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and a loss of their power in the gender relatigmshieading to their frustration and
discontent.

The image of a happy mother dandling a child igliti@nal for the Western
culture. The famous feminist writer A. Rich in Hawvok "Of Woman Born" explains
how contradictory the perception of a woman is. Tér@ale body has been seen as
"impure, corrupt, the site of discharges, bleedimigggerous to masculinity, a source
of moral and physical contamination; 'the devilstegvay!" [2: 13]. The woman-
mother has to possess opposite characteristics,stehe ought to be "beneficent,
sacred, pure, asexual, nourishing" [2: 73]. Shderals that the female body "is the
terrain on which patriarchy is erected" and thathmathood is "'sacred' so long as its
offspring are 'legitimate’ — that is, as long as thild bears the name of a father who
legally controls the mother" [2: 20]. This resuitdo the creation of the standard,
which presupposes a pattern of emotions a womatiohesperience and a pattern of
rules she has to obey to support the image of ie#her. Her real emotions that don't
fit in the existing limits according to patriarchsiereotype are concealed.

The controversial emotions of a mother are reveaidtie short story "Trespass"
(1983) by S. Scofield. Here the experience of mithed is represented rather
naturalistically, the author depicts physical fegd of the protagonist Katie:..> the
gargledsucking of the baby shifted into an intense, rhythmic tkigtie felt it in her
breast and neck and groin [3, 9].

Despite the deep love towards her baby, withoutighasleep due to suckling of
her baby and other negative concourse of circurosigra mother may feel irritation
and even aggression to her baby. In the short ,sgugh borderline feelings are
presented in the Katie's attitude:.> Katie spread her free hand over the babyzzfu
soft head. Though the urge wgentle, maternal, Katie felt the finenint of hogtility in
her hand3, 9].

Being positively connotated the adjectivgsentle, maternalerbalize her love
towards her child. The word combinatibint of hostilityhas pejorative connotation
and marks the existence of a negative emotion iratikude. Such opposite feelings
make Katie horrified. But her mother calms her dobw telling that she also
experienced thisKatie's mother said, "<...> a week later, | was saagain, and
mortified at what I'd done. It's aerious thing to hit a tiny baby. | never hit you
again."[3; 11].

Nowadays it has been proved that some new mothéfer sirom postnatal
depression, which results into negative emotiomstds their babies. But earlier such
female experience was concealed, as each marnidestdtany emotion contradicting
the traditional image of the mother was con-
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sidered inadequate. One of the achievements dfethaist movement is granting a
woman access to the wide-range female experieabeped in different societies at
different times. So, the experience of motherhaothe short-story is verbalized by
lexical markers with both positive and pejorati@otations as they reveal not the
ideal traditional image of a mother but the trudi® controversial experience of a
woman.
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