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INTRODUCTION

Nowadays there is a growing desire to be an influencer. One of the reasons for that is social media where people can share a word of encouragement or the story of their journey to success. However, before all this online world started to exist, a person would have to either write a book or gather a crowd of listeners in order to reach others with his message. It takes less effort to listen to a speaker than to read a book, and speaker has bigger variety of ways to influence the audience. Everybody has experienced listening to some kind of speeches (lectures in university, seminars, public speeches, sharing one’s personal life). One tends to esteem the speaker after a few minutes of listening to him. People can be impressed by speaker’s talent or professionalism and at the same time completely disagree with him on the subject being presented. The speech is more successful provided listeners have sound reasons to incline to what they hear. Religion can be one of those reasons when it is considered to be nothing else but one’s connection with God. If Bible is the common ground for both sides of communication, listeners feel obligated to do what they are inspired to while the preacher feels responsibility to proclaim the mere truth. For this study, it was of interest to investigate Protestant sermons, particularly from the perspective of both lingual and extralingual features. Although, the research on religious discourse is well-established, Protestant sermons in a combined lingual and extralingual framework has not been sufficiently explored. This work provides valuable insights into how Protestant preachers employ both verbal and non-verbal strategies to covey their message.      
Relevance of the discourse is seen in our everyday life. We do a lot of talking during the day, we speak with our family, friends, we deliver reports at school or take part in debates. It will be rather helpful to know some tips for wise, interesting and catching talking. Certainly, there is a place for talent but also there are things everybody can learn and then apply. As for the religious discourse, in particular, the war in our country has brought a lot of pain and pressing questions about God’s kindness, justice, suffering and meaning in life, and Christianity has a lot to say about it, it gives people comfort, encouragement, meaning in life and endurance to overcome all kinds of trials.  
The main aim of this study is to analyze Protestant sermons on Francis Chan’s and Timothy Keller’s examples. 
In order to reach this goal certain tasks are to be done which are:
- to study theoretical material on sermons;
- to determine effective sermon characteristics;
- to get listeners’ opinion on a good sermon and their preferences;
- to study three Francis Chan’s sermons and three Timothy Keller’s sermons;
- to compare Francis Chan’s and Timothy Keller’s styles of preaching. 
The object of the study is Francis Chan’s and Timothy Keller’s sermons.
The subject of the study is Bible and books by Protestant authors on preaching.
The methods of the study are critical analysis, generalization, comparison and quantitative-statistical methods.
The novelty of the work lies in taking Francis Chan’s and Timothy Keller’s sermons as a main material to analyze Protestant preaching.
The work contains introduction, 2 sections, 14 subsections, conclusions, appendix and references.   
 




CHAPTER 1. RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE.  

1.1. Features of religious discourse in different branches of Christianity.

Discourse itself is spoken or written communication between people, especially serious discussion on a particular subject [57].
And so religious discourse is a discourse which points to religion and the concept of God. There are three types of religious discourse:                                                                                                                           
 a) communication in church which includes big number of clichés, rites and theatricality;                                                                                                                   
b) communication in small groups;                                                                                      
c) communication with God, prayer.
According to the subject of the research, the focus will be placed on the first type of religious discourse, which most frequently takes place in churches. The concept of church can be misinterpreted as a building used for execution Christian sacred actions. However, Bible reveals clearly that church is a gathering of people who assemble with a purpose of having fellowship and worshiping Jesus Christ together. The following verses from the book of Acts prove the statement above: “So Peter was kept in prison but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church” (Acts 12:5) [41, p.2107], “When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch.” (Ac 18:22) [41, p.2124]. There is not one time the word “church” is used in the Bible in the context of a building. “Church represents God’s nation on the Earth gathered in the name of Jesus [32, p. 63].” New Testament provides enormous references on the way the service in the First Church was conducted and what religious discourse looked like at that time. The book of Acts 2:42, 44, 46 which is all about the development of the early church tells that “42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts [41, p.2085-2086].” So fellowship was a significant aspect of religious discourse for the Early Church. In the time of Jesus there were no denominations within His teaching but over the history distinct interpretations of certain passages of the Scripture have resulted in the presence of different branches of Christianity and each of them comprises various denominations. 
Christianity has three main branches, which are Protestantism, Catholicism and Orthodoxy. Religious discourse differs in Christian confessions. Among these three Protestantism has the widest diversity so it includes Baptist, Pentecostal, Charismatic, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Calvinist, Anglican etc. Religious discourse is quite distinct among the three main branches and rather similar within each of them. In Orthodox and Catholic communities only clergy is allowed to lead the service. Similar pattern (only pastor preaches) can be found in Protestant churches in the United States of America and in Charismatic churches in Slavic world. While in Slavic Baptist churches any male member of community is permitted to teach at the church gathering. The reasons for that can be the difference in understanding priesthood. Andrew Moorzin, preacher, theology master in the cross-cultural research area, writes that Orthodox church, as a rule, calls only separate group of people priests [2, p.101]. In a word, Orthodox priesthood is very similar to the Old Testament system. “The ordination to Catholic bishops, priests and deacons is an act of dedicating the whole life to Christ. Clergyman is assigned to be closer to God than congregation [51].” Some kind of separation is seen here, as well. The idea of Protestant priesthood is seen in 1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own profession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” [41, p.2408] Vladimir  Matveev, pastor, Homiletics and Pasthorology teacher, writes, “I believe that pastor, entrusted with Christ’s church does not matter whether it is big or small in the number of its members, has a right to a pastoral sermon and pastoral prayer. That does not mean he is the only one who is to preach in church but all preachers should understand that is his priority”. [3, p.77-78,] The fact that one does not have to be a pastor in order to preach in evangelical church points out the idea of equality and that one’s value is not defined by his position. Besides that, historical churches differ from evangelical ones by the language they use. “Christ and His apostles were delivering all their sermons by the means of the most used and understandable language of that time so that as many people as possible could embrace it. In historical churches they still try to preserve old poorly understood languages [50].” God’s desire for all people to be saved and that is the reason why Jesus used simple language and so should preachers. Another distinctive feature of Protestant preaching is that Bible is the only source of their creed. It goes back to Martin Luther’s Solas, in particular to Sola Scriptura, that he proclaimed during Reformation in sixteenth century. It does not mean that there is no Protestant Literature, there is great amount of evangelical writers with large heritage and Christians are blessed by it. Nevertheless, these materials are considered to be complementary resources for growing in faith and they can be questioned and disagreed with. The reliability of these books and works is verified by the Bible.      
So the religious discourse is a wide term that comprises different aspects of Christian life. We will look closely to only one of its types which is preaching. There are certain differences and similarities in each branch of Christianity that effect the religious discourse in their communities. We will take a closer look at Protestant way of delivering a message in church.

1.2. Sermon

One type of religious discourse is sermon. It takes most of the service time in Baptist communities. Halley’s Bible handbook states that “Sermon is the most important ministry in the Church. Preaching of the Word can never be displaced. It is the most effective force in sharing the Gospel [48, p.818]”. The significance of preaching is underlined in a quote from Alban Douglas book “100 Bible lessons”, “The main task of pastor’s ministry is to stand and preach the Gospel [6, p.350].” Since pastor is the head of the church, his first task should not be underestimated. As long as sermon is a type of speech, it will be helpful to look at both definitions. According to Cambridge dictionary, speech is a formal talk given usually to a large number of people on a special occasion [53]. The same dictionary gives the following definition for a sermon, it is a part of a Christian church ceremony in which a priest gives a talk on a religious or moral subject, often based on something written in the Bible [53]. The word “often” is definitely undue in this definition, as sermon must be based on Scripture and so consist of at least one Bible extract which is proved by Andy Stanley [54]. He is a pastor of nondenominational evangelical Christian church who defines sermon as a journey of making people feel like they need an answer to the question and then taking them to God’s Word to answer it. From his words, it is clear that the answer can be found in no other place but in the Bible. Also in his definition, he adds the idea of sermon structure and its purpose. Andy Stanley points to the recipients, he sees their true need, makes them realize it and then meets it, which is very beautiful approach.
Collins dictionary states that a sermon is a talk on a religious or moral subject that is given by a member of the clergy as part of a church service [57]. This definition is fitting just for some communities as it has already been mentioned that in Baptist churches not only clergy have the right to preach. The textbook “Homiletics” describes evangelical sermon as a sermon that, first of all, conveys the spirit and the heart of Christ’s teaching and, secondarily, holds only to the evangelical ways of conducting a service [50]. This definition is more accurate because it is always important to look at the best model and that was Jesus, the best preacher of all times. Russian dictionary by Ozhegov tells that “Sermon is religiously instructive speech uttered in a temple during the church service.” [49, p.616] Although, in reality sermon can be said at any place. As fist book of New Testament reveals that Jesus’ most famous (Sermon on the Mount) was delivered outside, far away from any kind of buildings. “Seeing the crowd, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.2And He opened his mouth and taught them, saying.” (Matthew 5:1-2) [41, p.1827] Having read all the definitions above, one cannot deny that it is hard to provide a perfect description of a sermon which will include all of its aspects and features. So it is helpful to read a few of them in order to have better understanding of this subject.
Edgar Whitaker, the Master of Philosophy and Doctor of Divinity, suggests five kinds of sermonic methodology, which are: 1) illustrative, narrative kind that is characterized by exhortation (rather than exposition); 2) the didactic form of evangelism that is mainly concerned with factual content; 3) the personal type which appeals to present realities and needs of life; 4) the spiritual kind, where the evangelic truth leaps forth from the biblical text itself; 5) the doctrinal type in which Christian truth is explained and enforced scripturally [18, p. 73].                                                                                                         Ivan Prohanov in his textbook on Homiletics distinguishes two main types of sermons: 1) substantive and 2) textual [50]. Having just two options, it is easier to put a label on a certain sermon. Today Christians call the second type “parsing” which is verse by verse preaching.  In Evangelical churches both types are present. The parsing is usually held once a week while substantive sermons take all other room. Classic Slavic Protestant service, as a rule, consists of several sermons which allows to take one topic for all its sermons. This way the subject can be looked at from different perspectives as each preacher is a unique person and God is showing him something special. There is also such a practice as series of sermons which means that pastor chooses one big theme for a month, for example, and its separate aspects are broken down each week one at a time. “From the most ancient times, sermon serviced as the main tool for spreading faith [47, p.582].” Thus preaching has specific goals.
In another place of “Homiletics” sermon, in the most accurate meaning of a word is defined as a complete speech delivered in a religious gathering with a purpose of:  
1) calling unbeliever sinners to faith and repentance;                                                                    2) instructing and affirming believers in faith and virtue;                                                           3) exposition of Christ’s teaching. 
  In accordance with these goals there are four kinds of sermons:                                                 1) calling                                                                                                                                        2) instructive                                                                                                                                  3) calling and instructive                                                                                                               4) exhortative. [4, p.5] 
Each sermon is a speech but not every speech is a sermon. The best ever delivered sermons can be found in the Bible, those are Jesus’ ones. There are also different classifications of sermon according to its purposes, content and the way it is conducted.             

1.3. Rhetoric  /homiletics

Since Rhetoric is the art of persuasion, which along with grammar and logic is one of the three ancient arts of discourse, it will be good to look at it closely [55]. Homiletics is the practice and study of the art of preaching; the rhetoric of the sermon [56]. On one hand, Homiletics seems to be more narrow term since preaching is only one kind of speech where Rhetoric is applied. While on the other hand, Homiletics is much deeper as it is important for a preacher to be acquainted with Rhetoric and to have knowledge of the Bible and personal relationships with Jesus, because preaching is, first and foremost, spiritual practice. “As to oratory, First Church was so detached from it that pagan orators and rhetoricians were allowed to be baptized only upon condition that they would leave and renounce their declamatory profession [56].” It was very radical step and may seem to be insane, but this way they emphasized the mysterious power of the Word of God and His omnipotence. Then the great results after a sermon will not be credited to the professional eloquence but to the God who is mighty to do anything. There is an amazing example of God using unqualified people for fulfilling His divine will, which is written in Exodus 4:10-12. God is sending Moses to talk to Pharaoh in order to bring the people of Israel out of Egypt. “But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue”. Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak [41, p.150].” God is not an employer who is checking one’s skills, He desires to help and empower the ones He has chosen. Nowadays, the church does not consider Rhetoric to be something negative, it is a tool to improve the quality of ministry. New Testament says, “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men.” (Colossians 3:23) [41, p.2299] In this verse, God encourages His people to do everything in the best way possible. It means that rhetoric is a good instrument to raise the quality of what one is doing. Preaching is a kind of ministry which is itself very important thing for each genuine Christian so their desire will be to serve in the most effective way and they will try to find some seminars and conferences that will help them serve in the most effective way possible.
It is essential for the preacher to be eloquent but at the same way God’s power should not be underrated. God can bestow people with the gifts needed to do certain type of ministry. So, ultimately, preacher’s spiritual condition is more important than his declamatory skills.                                                                                    

1.4. What makes sermon effective?
1) Filling
First thing that comes to the mind and what can be questioned is the filling of the sermon, its meaning. Every preacher has the desire to impact people and help them grow in becoming more like Jesus. For this listeners need to get practical application. What percentage of preacher’s talking should be taken by application? Bruce Wilkinson, the founder of “Teach every nation” that provided brilliant training for pastors and leaders, asked himself this very question. In order to find the answer he did a research. To his great surprise, he found out that Dwight Moody, Charles Finney’s, Charles Spurgeon’s, Charles Stanley’s, Howard Hendricks, John Wesley’s, Jonathan Edwards’ sermons contained over 50 % of application. Even though they were strong influential men of God, Bruce Wilkinson decided to search for an answer in the Bible, but it does not contain ready-to-deliver sermons. Then he realized that letters written by apostle Paul and other New Testament books can be considered as written sermons as they were being read at community gatherings. And his research showed that they maintained more application than content. To finish with this question he looked at perfect sermons which are Jesus’. And they, as well as all previously analyzed, were filled mostly with application [8, p.126-128]. Charles Spurgeon, English Baptist preacher known as “Prince of Preachers”, said, “Where the application begins, there the sermon begins [35, p.75].” Today everybody wants to hear more practical material and that is sheer application. There is not much use in hearing the application that is not relevant. So “…it must be personal. The hearer should be able to respond in his heart, “This is for me [35, p. 75-76].” The reason application is so important is because sermon is not an entertaining speech or informative lecture, the sermon is to exhort congregation, touch their hearts and encourage them to change in order to become more Christlike by the power of the Holy Spirit. James Porter writes, “Preaching should have a direct application to the hearts. They must be made to understand that the preacher means them – is preaching to them, and about them. This is indispensable. Nothing will be done without it. While the people suppose their minister is talking about the Jews, or the Sodomites, or any other than themselves, he preaches in vain. They must be made to feel that they are aimed at, involved; that the object of the preacher is to save them. A distinguished minister has well said, “A sermon without an application is like a body without a soul [29, p. 72].” 
2) Preacher’s spiritual condition.                                                                                                   
Being a preacher is not a job, it is a type of ministry, responsibility and commitment. The preacher is not the deliverer of information that is supposed to be said from the stage in church. He is a true, solid, genuine Christiane believer who has a gift of teaching and who is called by God to do it. As it is written in the book of Ephesians 4:11-12, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ [41, p.2268]” It is quite logical that person should do ministry in the area the one is gifted in. However, the beauty of Christianity is that God can use usual uneducated people and empower them. Then they will be more successful than people with degrees. In 1st Corinthians Paul writes that, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong [41, p.2193].” It happens because God is working through His children. Preachers are supposed to be intentional about what they are preaching. As every sincere Christ follower, preachers have personal relationship with Jesus and He directs in their choice of topics, Bible passages, ideas and words for a specific sermon. So they are to be filled by Holy Spirit in order to fulfill God’s will in their ministry. Apostle Paul in his letter to Corinthian church writes, “and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power [41, p.2194].” So preaching is not an opportunity to show oneself but an opportunity to show God. Tim Keller describes how preacher and the Holy Spirit work together. He states that, “While the difference between a bad sermon and a good sermon is mainly the responsibility of a preacher, the difference between good preaching and great preaching lies mainly in the work of the Holy Spirit [44].” This shows that it is not in man’s power to create a wonderful sermon as ultimately God is in control of everything and all the glory belongs to Him. 
3) The faith                                                                                                                                   
Nowadays, psychology talks about the power of believing in oneself and what one is doing, but God brought up this topic long ago in His Word. According to Hebrew 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen [41, p.2379].” Every speaker hopes that his speech will make a difference and will be helpful at least for somebody. In contrast, Bible says something radical, it tells not just to hope but to have assurance, assurance that the sermon will touch one’s heart and that God will use it for His purpose. And to have such kind of faith has nothing to do with arrogance or pride, it is all about believing in almighty God and the divine power of His Word.
4) Prayer                                                                                                                                          
Praying to God may seem to be very simple but it is not. The prayer, which is conversation with God, is often underestimated while God views it very highly, and Jesus has given people the best example of it. “In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God [41 p.1962].” Jesus Christ who was God himself needed prayer so much that he spent all night praying. There is another verse from Matthew 21:22 that tells, “And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith [41, p.1867].” Likewise each preacher can apply this verse asking God to work with people’s heart during and after the sermon. The textbook “Homiletics” also says that “Prayer for a preacher is the foundation of success. Lord will never leave His servant who is crying out to Him without answer” [50]. The prayer is a crucial part of preparation of a sermon, “It is important for a preacher before he makes a sermon to spend a good amount of time in prayer in order to feel deep communication with Jesus [50].” Ralph Lewis, Professor of Preaching at Asbury Theological Seminary, in his book “Inductive preaching” points out the connection between sermon and a prayer, he writes, “Long before we step to our pulpits we should pray for a passion to make our message plain”. [76, p.142] So he is talking about asking God to help him speak in an understandable easy-to-perceive way, and this shows his care for the listeners.  From Tim Keller’s quote, “A good sermon is not like a club that beats upon the will but like a sword that cuts to the heart” [44], it is easily seen that sermon is much deeper than just a conversation or motivational speech. It has spiritual power. Charles Spurgeon said, “The minister who does not earnestly pray over his work must surely be a vain and conceited man. He acts as if he thought himself sufficient of himself, and therefore needed not to appeal to God. Yet what a baseless pride to conceive that our preaching can ever be in itself so powerful that it can turn men from their sins and bring them to God without the working of the Holy Ghost [10, p. 47].” John Piper, theologian, pastor and chancellor of Bethlehem College and Seminary in Minneapolis, in his book “The Supremacy of God in Preaching” writes that, “Good sermon comes from a good prayer [56].” God is omnipotent, He can turn a sermon into something miraculous but He desires to be invited. The preacher might share his personal worries which makes his words more intimate and more touching. Also John Piper writes that “Preaching is the pastor’s main work, and preaching is heart work, not just mental work [56].”
5) Meeting the needs                                                                                                                      
The desire to help others is a good one but to do so one should understand people’s needs. To give people answers, the questions must be known. “He (preacher) is to know and understand his church members’ needs well. For this it is necessary to have fellowship with believers on the regular basis, be zealous participant in church affairs [50].” There is no better option than to figure out what people need. Some of them will feel free to share in a conversation, some will be too shy to do that and so, eventually, their needs may be found out by the means of time spent together. The process of learning congregation’s needs is quite elaborate since there are needs preachers will be able to notice only though intentional observation because even people themselves do not know they have those. Once needs are clear -they are to be met. Meeting needs can be spiritual (answering somebody’s question or exposing) and more practical ones (feeding over 4000 people (Matthew 8:1-9), raising Lazarus from the death (John 11:1-46), healing the blind man (Luke 18:35-46). In all these examples and in other cases Jesus always met spiritual and earthly needs because He knew that those things people were asking for would never be able to satisfy them as human beings were made for something bigger which is relationship with Him.  
6) Oral Style                                                                                                                                
There are people who can talk about any thing, even the silliest one, in such a way that everybody is eager to listen to them. In this case, it is clear that it is not because of the interesting topic but due to the manner of presenting it. “The effectiveness of our sermon depends on two equally important factors that are what we say and how we say it [23, p.196].” So we will figure out what helps listeners to perceive preacher’s message. Professor Ralph Lewis states that “Both written and spoken communication demand clarity, energy and interest; those are the big three goals of either communication mode [38, p.143].” It is no use in pondering which goal has more weight. The author proceeds and tells that, “Oral style offers the strongest chance for our preaching to attain the triple goals of style we mentioned – clarity, energy and interest. No one element of oral style can guarantee these results in our preaching. But a combination of elements can make a terrific difference in the effectiveness of our preaching [38, 144].” One of the features of evangelical sermon is its persuasiveness. “To be persuasive, the evangelistic delivery must be authoritative, enthusiastic, and earnest. It must endeavor to conquer the will of the listener and lead to transformation of life.” The discourse will turn out to be ineffective and not trustworthy if the preacher is not being confident in his words [35, p. 132]. Timothy Keller gets more specific by saying, “People get used to the same tone or tenor of voice. It is far more effective when a speaker can move from sweetness and sunshine to clouds and thunder! Let the biblical text control you, not your temperament. Learn to communicate “loud” truth as loud; “hard” as hard; “sweet” truth as sweet [44].” It concerns sincerity and correspondence as well. Preacher should be relaxed, free and aware that he is some kind of performer who needs to mind different psychological nuances. Telling something the preacher should live through it again so that his attitude towards what he is saying can be seen. It does not mean it is fake, no. It is just using everything one can in order to make his sermon better. These is nothing bad in studying a little bit of psychology and other sciences. “The personal motivation of the evangelist himself is also a significant psychological factor. If the sermon does not move the preacher, it will in the same measure be powerless with the audience. Personal indifference and coldness on the part of the preacher will inevitably produce the same kind of attitude in his hearers [35, p. 134].” It is very true because people are reflectors or kind of “mirrors”: they tend to be nice to those who are nice to them and they will probably not be very enthusiastic in a conversation with a passive person. It goes back to the Golden Rule that was taken out of the Bible, it says: “And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them” (Luke 6:31) [41, p.1963]. Thereby the preacher himself is his first test man. Fear of man is a dangerous enemy of an amazing sermon delivery, it may prevent preacher from saying something important. People like and are impressed by confident speakers who are not just saying something but actually talking to the listeners. The presence of such a fear can often be explained by wrong perception of God. John Wesley once shared that he was preaching with the same ease before usual people and a gathering of professors. To the why question he answered, “I had so much fear because of awareness of God’s presence that I was not noticing people at all”. Martin Luther said, “I have never been of afraid of preaching badly, but I was often overwhelmed by the fear that I am to stay in God’s presence and talk about His majesty and His character [50].” This is very mature perspective since what God thinks of a person is much more important than what others do.               
It cannot be said that oral style is more important than the content or prayer, nevertheless it is good to remember that wonderful content can be delivered poorly and so congregation might not embrace all the beauty of the delivered message.  
We have pointed out 6 most important aspects of an effective sermon which are: filling, preacher’s spiritual condition, faith, prayer, meeting the needs and oral style. All of them work in a harmony and if one is missing, the quality of the sermon goes down.

1.5. Jesus’ preaching

The smartest idea will be to analyze Jesus’ sermons, as He has been the only perfect preacher, there was not one time he forgot to say something or when He did something wrong. Therefore, He is to be an absolute example for all preachers. “Again and again throughout His ministry, He uses what is an inductive, progressive logical sequence in His teaching which begins with the simple and proceeds to the complex. The steps could be outlined like this: 1) Introduce idea; 2) Explain – illustrate simply; 3) Reason – appeal to the mind; 4) Apply – “go and do [38, p.71].” Also Jesus would always force people to think, he would pose them a question first and then He would give them an answer which was usually “uncomfortable”. The good example for that will be Christ’s response to the young man, “Jesus said to him, “If you would to be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Matthew 19:21) [41, p.1862] This reveals Jesus’ courage and that He was standing firm for the truth and was not trying to please His listeners. What else is really interesting is the fact that Christ was not afraid to lose people although He cared about them and had agape love towards them. One time a group of Jesus’ disciples did not like what He was saying and so they left Him. “So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well? [41, p.2036]” Of course, Jesus Christ knew the heart of those people but the point here in that He did not compromise His teaching. He was bold in His words and conduct.  
Jesus was intentionally interacting with his audience helping people to get His message. Also He did not have a goal to be liked by His listeners, He wanted people to get what they really needed. Such kind of preaching takes confidence and courage.  
It is always good to have an example of the work one is going to do himself. As to the world of religious discourse, the sermons in particular, we are very lucky since we have the perfect example in the figure of Jesus Christ.
Religious discourse is a vast diverse subject as it has two sides: professional and spiritual. They cannot be analyzed separately since they are intertwined in their functions and effect.  



















CHAPTER 2. PRACTICAL PART.

2.1. The results of the survey as to the extralingual peculiarities of the sermon   and its interpretation.

In order to have better understanding of current situation and to find out people’s needs and desires, we have made a survey. All 102 people who took part in it are current members of protestant communities in Ukraine and each of them listens to at least three sermons each week. The age range of these people is from 16 up to 67. Eight of those who participated in this survey are preachers and 4 are current pastors. Therefore, this group of people is quite competent to perform some kind of evaluation. These are the questions: 
        Table 1                                      Survey questions
	Questions
	yes
	no

	1) Do you enjoy all sermons to the same extent?              
	2.9%
	97.1%

	2) Do you prefer sermons with examples from real life?
	96.1%
	3.9%



3) There was a list of preacher’s characteristics and they had to choose five most important ones in their opinion. They are placed below from the most desirable one to the least. 
91.2% - the one who has close personal relationship with Jesus
80.4% - the one who lives as he preaches
79.4% - the one who takes a concrete topic and goes deep in breaking it down
50% - structured
42.2 % - the one who preaches what God has revealed to him personally
38.2% - the one who always tells examples from real life
32.4% - smart
30.4% - charismatic personality
27.5% - well-read 
17.6% - emotional
6.9% - calm
4.9% - the one who has graduated from the seminary
3.9% - young
2.9% - old
This percentage scale shows that age does not really matter. People look at preacher’s inner traits. The most popular choice was “the presence of great relationship with Christ”, and that is fundamental issue. If preacher does not have it, these is no way for him to preach from a pulpit. We see that people appreciate concreteness. They would rather listen to a sermon on specific subject than to a sermon about everything in general, they want to go deep. It is hard for Christians to believe the preacher if his actions do not correspond to his words. And probably it is not fair to teach something one does not practice himself. But Jesus told “so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach but do not practice.” (Matthew 23:3) [41, p.1870] And another time He said, “Thus you will recognize them by their fruits”. (Matthew 7:20) [41, p.1834] 
4) Which sermons do you memorize?
Having analyzed all the answers, we can say that it is both of listener’s and preacher’s responsibility what concerns remembering the sermon. Some people have written that they memorize sermons when they make notes, repeat the message 3 times during the day and stay focused. One person said that perception of the message depends on one’s spiritual condition and growth in Christ. But much bigger amount of people put the responsibility on a preacher.
23 people have said that examples from life help them to remember and 7 of those prefer preacher’s own examples. 14 people find structure to be a key to memorization. 13 respondent remember sermons comprising relevant topics for their season of life. The factor of practical application got 10 votes which exposes people’s desire for clarity and practicing the message in their daily life. As 9 people mentioned, it is easier to remember the sermon with one topic or one main thought. Other sermon features that have been rated from 3 to 5 are: emotional, short, reproving, the ones that preacher lives out. One man said that he memorizes when preacher is talking about the heart and feelings not just the behavior. And there are a few people who have written that sermons with testimonies, especially personal ones, stay much longer in their memory.
5) After what kind of sermons do you change something in yourself and in your life?
21 people wrote that they change something after those sermons that touched them. The next answer, which has got 15 votes, is reproving sermons, it can seem surprising but actually when one is pointed at his mistake, he immediately knows what he should do. And sermon makes it easier as the preacher does not rebuke people personally, but addresses the whole congregation at the same. 7 people said they change after practical sermons which is very logical. 6 people answered with “relevant” and 6 with “those that contain the answer to the question I have had”. This points out to the importance of prayer because on one hand there is a spiritual mystery in the way sermons impact one’s heart, but on the other hand it refers to knowing people’s needs and feeding them with something relevant. 5 people said that they change after the sermons through which God had spoken to them. And again this is something preacher can only pray for Also people wrote that they change after hot inspiring sermons. And 2 people have given an interesting answers, they believe that they do not change themselves and that Holy Spirit is the One who changes them. This reminds that it is not preacher’s responsibility to change.  
6)  How do you understand that a preacher is genuine and that he believes in what he is saying? What makes him persuasive?
The most popular answer to this question was “preacher’s life makes him persuasive”, 29 people have said it. 9 respondents said that they cannot give an accurate answer, they just feel it. 8 people said the presence of appropriate emotions indicate preacher’s genuineness. 8 votes are for the manner of presentation. 7 people believe preachers who feel and live through what they are saying. The confidence in words and voice are persuasive for 7 people. Other 7 respondents have written they see that the preacher is sincere when he shares his own experience. And 5 people have said that they said that honesty proves sincerity. The ability to confess that he is not perfect and the ability to speak of shameful things he has done shows that he is as sinful as his listeners are. And that is exactly what apostle Paul did. He wrote in 1st Timothy 1:15 “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost [41, p.2326].” Of course, this will make the person behind the pulpit very vulnerable but, as the survey has revealed, it makes people believe. Charles Spurgeon “addressed 2 thousand listeners as if he was talking to one person [46, p.84].” And that is not easy. “In order to be able to speak about personal spiritual struggles and at the same time to proclaim the Good News with boldness as the source of every hope, one needs to examine inner spiritual life deep and impartially [9, p. 322-332].” This way each listener feels like the message is directly for him, he is not thinking about his neighbour who had better apply what has just been said.
7) Describe the perfect preacher in your opinion.
Nine people has said there is no ideal preacher which is true because, as six other people have written the only perfect preacher is Jesus Christ. “It is not surprising, it just confirms what we have already known about Jesus, - He has embodied all features of a true teacher that is defined to be an ideal [26].” 
17 people think the most important thing about preacher is his relationship with Jesus;              
8 - for the one who presents his thoughts and explanations clearly; 
7 - for sincere, the one who is led by the Holy Spirit and who speaks structurally without switching from one topic to another; 
6 – for the one who knows the Bible and who gives real life examples; 
5 – for well-prepared and emotional; 
4 – for charismatic, with sense of humor, genuine Christian, who is practicing what he is preaching and who is not trying to look holy. 
As a consequence, it is clear that congregation desires to listen to a person who knows God personally, who can express himself in an understandable way, who is willing to be real without pretending to be better than he actually is.    
8) What turns you off the preacher?  
21 people have written that if preacher’s life does not correspond with his words, it turns them off the preacher; 
15 respondents have said that monotonous speech is a crucial factor; 
11 people have denoted that the absence of structure is the turning off feature;
8 people have pointed out that insincerity disaffects them. In 2 Corinthians Paul writes about it, in chapter 2, second part of verse 17, “but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ [42, p.508].” And in Russian Synodal Bible, it is written “we preach”, instead of “we speak” [1, p.220]. 
8 votes are for legalism; 
7 – for heresy and for unpreparedness; 
4 votes – for big amount of scholarly words; 
3 – for repeating the same thing using different words; 
2 – for imitation. 
The answers are very similar to Prohanov’s list of sermon drawbacks which are:                                                                                                                                     
1) protracting the sermon;    
2) too much imitation;                                                                                                                       
3) repeating the same thing;                                                                                                          
4) artificial spiritual exposition;                                                                                                         
5) the preacher should not pay any attention to the number of listeners;                                       
6) the preacher should not mix up things that concern believers with those concerning unbelievers in his sermon;                                                                                                                 
7) the preacher should not use abstruse, and especially foreign words that are not understood for most people;                                                                                                  
8) the preacher should avoid meagerness in his sermons [4, p. 121-125].                                                          
This survey has shown there are few people who can say that each sermon is equally helpful for them and that preacher’s personality and his manner of presenting information have no influence on them. Most people prefer sermons with examples from real life. The most important for the preacher to have personal relationship with Jesus, to live according to his words and to be concrete so that it will not be difficult for the listeners to grasp his message. Most of respondents memorize sermons with real life stories and sermons with the well-built structure. People say they change something in their lives after the sermons that are touching and reproaching messages. Preacher’s life makes him persuasive and his emotions that correspond to the subject of his sermon. Listeners value sincerity and also they want the preacher to be led by the Holy Spirit. The main turn-off factors are the life not corresponding to the preacher’s words and the monotonous voice. So for most people the quality of perception depends on the way sermon is prepared and performed. 
 
2.2. Composition of Francis Chan’s sermons. 

The significance of sermon can be seen in the Great commission that Jesus has given to His disciple just before ascending back to heaven. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you always, to the end of the age.”(Matthew 28:19-20) [41, p.1888] Based on this passage, John MacArthur, who has a pastor for over 50 year in the USA, writes, “Proclaiming God’s Word in a clear, direct and authoritative way is the most important function of the church [31, p. 60].” This great part of church life must be studied deeply. In this part we will analyze Francis Chan’s sermons. He is an American Protestant preacher. In 2004 he founded Eternity Bible College. He has also written such books as “Crazy love”, “You and me forever”, “Forgotten God”, “Until Unity” etc. He has been on different mission trips to Africa and Hong Kong. 

Each sermon is supposed to consist of an introduction, main body and conclusion. There are different types of introductions. “If you can neither start nor finish, you cannot at all [16, p.91].” Bryan Chapell, Presbyterian pastor and theologian, distinguishes the following: everyday sketch, simple statement, impressive stories, question that provokes reflection, enumeration. Most of them are effective if they are not often used, and almost all of them are if pastor varies the different types of introduction from week to week [9, p.376-381]. People always pay more attention to something new, as the idiom says, “variety is the spice of life”. We will analyze three different sermons by Francis Chan: “Falling madly in love with God”, “Prayer as a way of walking in love” and “Living Eternally”. There is a kind of “every day sketch” introduction in the first sermon. Francis tells his audience about his feeling of being back to the Church he has started and then he tells everyday sketch as an analogy to what is going on with him and why he is about to share this very message. In the second sermon Francis Chan is speaking on a Desiring God pastor’s conference. At the beginning he introduces the topic of his sermon and immediately starts to explain to the listeners why he loves this topic. Then he recounts an incredible story from his own life. Thus, this introduction consists of simple statement and impressive story. Introduction of the third sermon is everyday sketch type taken from Francis’ life. Hence, his introductions are personal and people are able to see that the message he is sharing is important to him. Also it helps congregation to get to know his personality. Francis Chan’s introductions fit the following format: “Introduction should be simple, interesting and clear, but never long. Let listeners shake topic’s hand as fast as possible. [16, p. 93].”
“Falling madly in love with God”: Main Body of the Sermon
The fact that Francis is led by the Holy Spirit can be seen when he is praying in the middle of his sermon following the urge. During his sermon he gives 4 examples from the real life and 3 of them are from his own life. Also he poses a question “Are you sure that Jesus Christ is crazy about you?”, and he makes sure people get it by repeating and paraphrasing it. Francis Chan is honest, he is telling that he is not perfect and there are times he is not praying enough for others. He says several times that he is still growing in the things he is preaching about. And at the end of his sermon he confesses that he understood the depth of God’s love. Also Francis Chan gives cultural explanation on the act of bowing. Then when he is talking about bowing before God he himself gets on his knees.
“Prayer as a way of walking in love”: Main Body of the Sermon 
This sermon differs from other Francis Chan’s sermons in several ways. It is full of stories from his own life (8). As long as he is talking about prayer, his goal is to make people understand the significance and the beauty of it. His examples of experiencing God serve as powerful proof to that since congregation have no need to wonder whether the source of information is reliable or not. During this sermon, Francis asks his listeners two questions to get the answers from them so he had a real dialogue. Francis got so emotional while preaching that tears came to his eyes. 
“Living Eternally”: Main Body of the Sermon  
This sermon has 7 examples, 3 of them are from Francis’s life, 3 other are about people whom church know. People like hearing something they are familiar with, it draws their attention and they feel being involved. After telling his listeners about the pastor from Arisa, India being in danger, he starts praying for him. It just points out authenticity of his speech and shows people his heart and attitude toward others.   Another title for this sermon is “The Rope Sermon”, because Francis uses rope to illustrate the reality of our being that is difficult to be aware of living on the Earth. Different visual materials help people not just to remember the message, but to comprehend it better.    
  When he is quoting the passage about running a race, he is imitating the actions that a runner does. 
The conclusion 
It is well-known that people memorize better the first and the last things on a list or from a speech. Then it is logical that “From all possible flaws the most dangerous one is disregarding well-planned conclusion [16, p. 104]. There is not one correct form of conclusion. According to James Braga’s “How to prepare Bible messages”, there are 4 forms of conclusion: summarizing, illustration, the area of application or calling and motivation [27, p.189-190].
The conclusion of “Falling madly in love with God” sermon resembles its introduction, which creates a good framing for the whole thing. Then Francis quotes the Bible verse and repeats the main idea of his sermon. What is interesting is that he is not only providing the practical application but is also getting people to practice it at the end of his talking. Francis encourages people to ask God to give them the ability to understand the greatness of His love. It is the “area of application or calling” type. He breaks down how this sermon should be applied by different groups of people. 
In conclusion of “Prayer as a way of walking in love” Francis Chan’s puts a questions for the listeners to examine their hearts. It is “motivation” type. Francis encourages pastors to have a strong prayer walk by reminding them who God is that desires relationship with His people. He states that people who come to church want to see a preacher that has personal relationship with living God who is answering to him. 
The conclusion of “Living Eternally” is also motivational. Francis Chan “wakes people up” by making them realize what is the wise way to spend their time in the light of eternity. Then he asks congregation to write down the answers for two questions which will reveal whether they live eternally or not.  
These two questions are, “What have you done this past week that matters in light of eternally?”, “What have you done this past week that will not be remembered when you reach eternity?”
Francis Chan’s rich experience in preaching can be seen in the way he composes his sermons. His introductions are short and catching, main body is filled with example from his own life that make his message personal and convincing. All of his conclusions make people think and analyze their own lives.
  
2.3. Stylistic Devices in Francis Chan’s sermons

     Stylistic devices make the speech more beautiful, catching and attractive. They affect the quality of listeners’ perception. This table shows the frequency of the usage of stylistic devices.                                                                                                   
        Table 2        The number of stylistic devices in Francis Chan’s sermons 
	
	Falling madly in love with God
	Prayer as a way of walking in love
	Living Eternally

	Alliteration
	-
	-
	7

	Anadiplosis
	-
	6
	1

	Anaphora
	11
	39
	49


	Anticlimax 
	-
	1
	-

	Antithesis
Antonomasia
	4
-
	4
-
	4
1

	Chains of consequences
	1
	-
	-

	Climax
(gradation)
	2
	4
	3

	Comparison
	-
	3
	5

	Enumeration
	3
	9
	4

	Epiphora
	            -
	           5
	          15

	Epithet	
	30
	100
	87

	Hyperbole
	1
	1
	4

	Idioms
	8
	6
	4

	Metaphor
Metonymy
	1
-
	2
1
	4
-

	Paradox
	1
	4
	1

	Parallel syntactic construction
	-
	2
	2

	Paraphrasing
	1
	2
	13

	Personification
	1
	-
	2

	Pun
	-
	2
	-

	Polysyndeton
	1
	6
	3

	Repetition
	14
	48
	59

	Ring repetition
	-
	1
	-

	Simile
	6
	6
	3



Epithet appeared to be the most frequent device in these three sermons. And it is probably the most frequent stylistic device people use in their everyday life. Francis has used it in order to describe God, notions and items that he used in his sermons. The second most frequent device is  repetition. It is also a good tactic used in education for better memorization of the material. Preacher as well as the teacher wants his listeners to remember his words.  Anaphora is quite popular, as well. It is close to repetition, but more narrow term. People usually pay more attention on the beginning and the end of the utterance, and so hearing the same first words of the clause or sentence will certainly draw their attention. The least frequent devices are anticlimax, chances of consequences, metonymy, pun and ring repetition. They are not used that much because one needs to be creative and well-witted in order to come up with pun, for example, while epithet does not require any additional efforts. Metonymy makes speech more solemn and epic.      
 
2.4. Introducing Bible passages in Francis Chan’s sermons

Falling madly in love with God
Here Francis is preaching on Ephesians 3:15-19. As he says, this is what the Spirit is teaching him currently. And it’s one of the things people desire, they desire the preacher to preach on something God is revealing to him at the present time. It also proves that he has a personal walk with the Lord. He does not just read it and move on, he stops and makes sure people understand the meaning of the passage. He talks about common understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit and then shows something new in the light of these verses. As he proceeds in preaching this extract, he goes back quoting pieces of the verses. In the second part of his sermon, he mentions his friend quoting John 15:9. But before saying the verse itself he poses a question to the congregation which is “How much do you think God the Father loved His Son?” This question gives chance to picture the reality of the verse and the extent of God’s love. After a minute of explaining the verse, he quotes John 3:16, which is very close in its meaning since it also describes the greatness of God’s love. In addition, this is the most famous Bible verse. Then he goes back to exposing John 15:9 and eventually to Ephesians 3:15-19. Making a conclusion Francis is talking about change of a heart and immediately quotes correspondent well-known Bible verse and that is Ezekiel 36:26. So all his sermons were based on the Word of God and his goal was to help people embrace the passage.
Prayer as a way of walking in love 
The first verse Francis Chan quotes in this sermon is Acts 2:17, he says it because it describes what has happened to him in the story he has just told. Almost in the middle of his sermon, he quotes James 1:7-8 explaining the reason some people do not receive what they ask God for in their prayers. Just after that he introduces another verse from James which is his favourite one. This statement catches listeners’ attention, because by the reference they know it is not one of the verses they have learnt in Sunday school. After quoting it, he spends 2.5 minutes to explain the beauty of this verse. The meaning of it concerns the topic of his sermon. Then he tells about his friend who prayed about rain and God answered him just as James 5:17 describes and continues to talk about the verse. To make a parallel with his favourite verse, he quotes John 6:47, because the latter is talking about faith in Jesus and His promise and that it takes faith to believe in James 5:17. Then he gives the example of the verse that creates a climax with the verse he likes. James 5:17 says that Ilijah was a man just like us and our prayers can be answered as well as his were and John 14:12 says Christians will be able to do things greater than the ones Jesus did. Proceeding in giving reasons why God does not answer some of the prayers, and those are written in James 4:3, 1 Peter 3:7 and Isaiah 59: 5-9. He takes some time to make people realize the seriousness of the passage from Isaiah. After it he quotes John 15:5,7 telling it is similar to the previous extract. These verses reprove people, but Francis Chan  confesses his biggest failure when he was not living out these verses. Then Francis is sharing the verse he has been pondering upon the last couple of weeks which is Psalm 27:4. After explaining the depth of the verse, he exposes the context, the circumstances in which David has written that. Then he gives reason for David’s boldness and peace that is written in Psalm 27 by reading Philippians 1:28. Then he goes back to Psalm 27 and quotes verses 1-3. And Philippians 4:7 comes as a result of the previous verse. In this sermon Francis Chan used 13 Bible extracts and most of them are connected, this way he builds up kind of chains of verses that support and complement each other.  
Living Eternally
In this sermon, Francis Chan quotes the first verse – Philippians 1:21 – to show the contrast between some Christians’ and Paul’s perception of life and death. He continuous to describe the life of Jesus and what He is calling his disciples to, and then he reads Philippians 3:12-13 where Paul has written how he lived his life. After reading it, Francis explains the linguistic and historical background for the comparison Paul uses. In order to explain it even better Francis gives the opposite, the negative example mentioning Lot’s wife. And immediately after that he reads from Luke 9:67-62 where Christ Himself is answering people’s questions on this topic. A little further he proceeds in reading the passage which is Philippians 3:17-2.
Francis Chan quotes Scriptures a lot during his sermons. It is impressive that he is doing most of it by heart. Some Bible verses are the main thing to ponder upon while he is preaching and others are used to confirm his words. All of the passages are logically connected with the rest of the sermon and actually it would not exist without them.

2.5 Auditory analysis of Francis Chan’s sermons

For achieving deeper understanding of the interaction within religious discourse as well as means and tactics that influence listeners’ perception, we have conducted auditory analysis. All of the 10 participants have a good command of Phonetics that makes them competent for taking part in such an analysis. All the chosen excerpts belong to different parts of the sermons and contain rather distinct filling which allows to reach higher level of accuracy in our results.  


Table 3                                                   Results of auditory analysis of Chan’s three sermons
	Fragment from the speech work
	Part of the sermon 
(in %)
	Degree of emotion    
(in %) 



	Pitch level       
(in %)
	Tempo         
(in %)
	Loudness 
(in %)
	What prosodic means serve for realization of persuasion?1) melody, 2) phrasal stress, 3) tempo, 4) timbre, 5) loudness, 6) pitch level
	What tactic is carried out? 

	
	introduction
	main body
	conclusion
	
	Very/ high
	Average
	Very/ low
	Very/ slow
	Average
	Very/fast
	Very/loudly
	Average loudness
	Very/ quiet
	
	

	 1. But I am guessing that …em, once the child leaves, over time you begin to see more clearly the mistakes that you've made. Is that true? I would guess, that would be true.
	20
	20
	60
	80 moderate, 20 low
	
	100
	
	80
	20
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3
(pauses +slower tempo in more emphatic parts)


	The speaker is thoughtful; he delivers the idea with the active help of gestures, he uses pauses of hesitation and Rise-Fall.

	2. It's like when you are watching a football game and you are screaming, "Why didn't you just pass it to him? You know, and it's easy for you in your living-room, you know. Because you can see, you know, on your plasma screen all the guys that are open and you don't have a three-hundred-pound lineman in your face, you know.
	20
	80
	
	80 high,          20 average
	80
	20
	
	
	40
	60
	100
	
	
	1, 2, 4, 5, 6


	The speaker is very emotional; he uses phrasal repetition and emphatic nuclear tones to deliver the idea; he uses filled pauses, High Fall and a lot of gestures.


	3. "That He may grant you to be strengthened". See, Paul understood this, it was something God just grants to a person. I can't, no matter how hard I work, I can't make you understand how much Jesus loves you. God has to supernaturally do that by the power of the Holy Spirit. And as somehow you just get it and while we waver in and out of that it's the Holy Spirit.
	
	100
	
	60 high,          40 average
	60
	40
	
	
	80
	20
	40
	60
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6


 


	The speaker uses emphatic stresses and nuclear tones, changes the tempo in different parts of the speech, makes intentional pauses to underline the idea and uses a lot of gestures; there are accidental rises.

	4. You can walk in this room and I will tell you, "Listen! God, who, the Creator of the world, the only One that matters. He so-o-o loves you. More than your wife, more than your kids, more than your mom, your dad, any friend, any girlfriend, boyfriend. He is crazy about you. He so-o-o loved the world, so much that He gave His Son. And do you understand how wicked you are? How much you'be rebelled against Him?
	
	100
	
	100 very high
	100
	
	
	
	
	100
	80
	20
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6



	The speaker is very emotional, uses emphatic nuclear tones, prolongates the pronunciation of certain words, uses active gesticulation and a lot of gestures; he uses; he uses slides, accidental rises, High Falls. 



	5. John 15:9 is one of the most difficult passages for some of us like me to embrace, because in John 15:9 Jesus says, "Just as the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now remain in that love." Think about that: just as, so much as, in the same way as the Father loves you that's how much You loved me.
	
	40
	60
	80 moderate, 20 average
	20
	60
	20
	
	100
	
	
	80
	20
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6


	The speaker  slows down at some moments; he uses pensive and intensity pauses, stresses, accidental rises and Low Rises.

	6. Some of you have friends and relatives and people you work with and you care about very much and you know there's an emptiness in their life because they don't get this love of Christ.
	20
	80
	
	40 low,           40 moderate, 20 aver age
	
	40
	60
	60
	40
	
	
	80
	20
	1, 3, 4, 5


	The speaker uses slow tempo and Fall-Rise to deliver the idea; he uses low pitch slides, intensity pauses.

	7. It's just not the same, you know, calling on the phone or emailing or whatever. Even with we've got an eye chat thing now going so you kind of see her through the screen. But there's nothing like. I count down, like I can't wait to see her, I can't wait to see her, I can't wait to see her.
	20
	80
	
	80 average,    20 moderate
	
	80
	20
	
	80
	20
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 4


	The speaker uses emotional colouring of the voice, phrasal repetition, logical and emphatic stress; he uses filled pauses, gestures and accidental rises.

	8. No way am I perfect. I mean even that is part of the reason why we long for that return of Christ we want to be perfect, right? Aren't you sick of being imperfect? I'm sick of you being imperfect!
	60
	40
	
	80 average,   20 moderate
	40
	60
	
	
	40
	60
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6


	The speaker uses the colouring of the voice, rising tones, prolongation of some words, emphatic stresses, rhetorical question, accidental rises and Rise Falls.

	9. You know, it’s just this whole running thing. You ever see those races where someone looks back and someone passes him? And it’s just like, “Oh, are you dummy? You just took that one look, and just doing that one thing you lost the race.”
	40
	60
	
	60 moderate, 40 average
	
	100
	
	60
	40
	
	20
	80
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6




	The speaker uses pauses and prolongation of some words in combination with emphatic stresses; he uses gestures, Low Rise and High Fall.

	10. He was consumed, he was obsessed with this moment. And yet most of us haven't even thought about that moment all week long. What's it gonna feel like when I see Jesus Christ. And his whole life was about preparing for that moment. And yet when the last time we even thought about that moment?
	
	100
	
	100 high
	20
	80
	
	
	80
	20
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6


	The speaker uses emphatic stresses, nuclear tones (Rise-Fall) and changes in tempo; he uses gestures, accidental rises and Ascending Stepping Head.

	11. Oh, Jesus, just come, change me. I want, I want when I won't be tempted with anything anymore. I want that moment when I won't fall again ever to anything. I want that.
	
	100
	
	60 average,   20 moderate, 20 high
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 4


	The speaker uses emphatic stress, parallel constructions, prolongation, the emotional colouring of the voice and gestures; he changes the tempo of his speech. 

	12. Jesus says, "No, everything". You just lose your whole life and you'll find it but you try to save it, you gonna lose it. Maybe some of you are saying today, "You know what? I want to follow this Jesus, I am ready to give it all up, I trade in my old life.
	
	20
	80
	60 average,   20 moderate, 20 low
	
	60
	40
	
	100
	
	
	60
	40
	1, 2, 4, 6


	The speaker uses emphatic stresses, nuclear tones (mainly the Rise-Fall) and deep timber.

	13. I love it because prayer rivals, I want to be careful how I say this. In my life prayer has even rivaled the Scriptures in-in stirring my affections toward God.
	80
	20
	
	60 low,           40 average
	
	60
	40
	80
	20
	
	
	100
	
	2, 3, 4, 6


	The speaker uses pauses of hesitation, emphatic stresses and serious timbre; his voice is full of contained emotions.

	14. It changes, and we are amazed by intellect, we are amazed by communication style, we are amazed by these different things. And, and it's like, what happen to those days when we were just stunned by God Himself?!
	
	100
	
	60 very high, 40 high
	100
	
	
	
	80
	20
	80
	20
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6






	The speaker is very emotional and emphatic; he increases the loudness of his voice, uses emphatic stresses and tones; he uses gestures, pauses of hesitation and a lot of slides.

	15. That idea, I just always love the thought that Ilaja was a man just like us. Ilijah was a man with a nature just like us. See, as a kid I lifted up David, I lifted up Ilijah, I lifted up Moses as these superheros and that's why I fell in love with that verse. I go, "Wait, he is man just like me. Oh, I love that!"
	40
	60
	
	40 low,           40  moderate, 20 average
	
	40
	60
	40
	60
	
	
	60
	40
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5


	The speaker uses accidental rises and deep timbre; he uses pauses to sound persuasive; a little decreased volume makes the speaker sound pensive.

	16. I enjoy the fellowship, I enjoy people praying for me, I get encouraged by these things, I get encouraged by the messages that I've heard. But there's nothing compares to like when you are alone with God and you just bear your soul to Him, you just enjoy being in His presence, and you just say to Him, "I don't want to leave here, I just want to be here."
	20
	80
	
	80 average,   20 moderate
	40
	60
	
	
	100
	
	
	40
	60
	1, 2, 3, 4, 6


	The emotional colouring, the roughness of the voice and stresses make the speaker’s speech more emphatic; he uses pauses of hesitation and gestures.

	17. "You are my light, You are my salvation. Whom shall I fear? The Lord is a stronghold of my life. Of whom shall I be afraid?". I love verse two, "When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who will stumble and fall."
	20
	80
	
	80 high,          20 moderate
	
	100
	
	
	60
	40
	60
	40
	
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6


	The speaker uses emphatic stresses, nuclear tones, rhetoric question and High Falls; he increases the loudness and accelerates the tempo in some parts of his speech.

	18. They don't care how slick your message is, they don't care how intelligent you are. Maybe some of them here and there. Bottom line people want to walk in and they want to see a man of God who is connected.
	
	
	100
	80 average,   20 low
	
	20
	80
	
	80
	20
	
	
	100
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6


	The speaker uses pauses, Low Rises emphatic stress; he decreases volume and prolongates some words; he lowers his voice.



The task to distinguish parts of the sermon was rather challenging, especially to differentiate between introduction and main body. The reason for that can lie in a big number of possible kinds of introduction. 
Francis Chan is very emotional during his speech. His degree of emotions is rarely low, in a third of chosen excerpts it is high. Besides, the speaker uses a great number of gestures that help to deliver the message.
The pitch level is average most of the times, but there are examples of the high and low ones as well which testifies to his thoughtfulness of when to use it.
Francis Chan changes the tempo of his speech, he slow down to emphasize particular point and to make the congregation think; and he accelerates the speed as his excitement grows or he does that as a way to bring his listeners to an important thought. The loudness of Francis’s speech is closely connected to the speed of his speech. As his speaking is getting faster, his voice is getting louder and the other way around. The quiet parts of his sermon create a good contrast to the whole sermon, which is delivered at an average volume. Different levels of loudness help the listeners to stay focused and do not allow the speaker to become monotonous. 
All of the 6 prosodic means can be found in Francis Chan’s sermons. They make the message very vivid and bright, thus persuasive. The fact that none of is missed out indicates speaker’s outstanding rhetorical skills. The most frequent ones are tempo, timbre and phrasal stress that serve as peculiarity of his style. 
The participants of the auditory analysis have also noted that Francis Chan often uses emphatic stress to draw listeners’ attention. Besides, his speech contains a lot of filled pauses which reveals how careful he is in picking the best words to communicate the message. These pauses of hesitation signal that an important piece of information is on the way. 
The number of unanimous answers proves that the participants have a deep knowledge in the scope of Phonetics while the rest of the answers reveal the individual perception of the same information by different people.     

2.6. Composition of Timothy Keller’s sermons.

In this part we will analyze the sermons of Tim Keller who was the founder of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, New York in 1989, co-founder of Redeemer City to City and an author of 31 books. 
The sermons under consideration are “Uncovering Meaning”, “Uncovering Satisfaction” and “How to deal with dark times”. Each of these sermons consists of introduction, main body and conclusion just as they should. We will use these parts as a plan for our analysis. According Bryan Chapell’s classification mentioned above the introduction of “Uncovering Meaning” is some kind of a blend of simple statement, impressive stories, questions that provokes reflection and enumeration, which explains why it turned out to be the longest introduction. The reason for that might be the fact the Timothy was not acquainted with his audience, so he made his best to be clear and intriguing. The second introduction is a combination of simple statement and enumeration. Tim gives very detailed plan of the interaction he and his audience is about to have which indicates his respect and love towards his listeners, he does not want his audience to feel lost or confused. The last sermon’s introduction is more of an every day sketch that contains metaphors and humor, this introduction is the shortest one, since he knows the audience and the majority of them are believers. 
“Uncovering Meaning”: Main Body of the Sermon
At the beginning of the main body Tim Keller reads the Scripture and continues to preach on it. He explains the Greek word “logos” and states that there are two kinds of logos, two kinds of meaning: discovered and created. In order to present his idea in a trustworthy light he refers to both Christian and secular artists and scientists, he quotes Don Carson, Stephan Jay Gould, Jerry Coyne, Atul Gawande, Thomas Nagel, CS Lewis, Luc Ferry, Tolstoy, Victor Frankl, one cultural anthropologist, Friedrich Nietzsche, Solovyov, Dorothy Sayers and a Christmas carol. This demonstrates his exceptional intellectual skills and serious preparation for the sermon. However, Tim quotes them in quite distinct ways, sometimes he stumbles reading some quotes, other quotes he reads with very vivid intonation, high degree of emotions and strong emphatic stresses and there are quotes he cites by heart making emphatic stresses on the parts he wants to underline. His thoughtfulness is seen in his jokes, although, it is not easy for an American to make British people laugh, he manages to do it by mentioning the differences between American and British language on a lexical level.
“Uncovering Satisfaction”: Main Body of the sermon
Timothy Keller starts the main body of this sermon by reading from the Scripture. Then as he makes a thesis, that everybody has a spiritual hunger that ordinary life cannot satisfy. He supports his thesis by quoting such famous people as Horace, Wallace Stevens, Cynthia Heimel and Peggy Lee who confirm the absence of true satisfaction in this life. Then he introduces CS Lewis in a way that connects him with his listeners calling him “a local lad”. As Tim uncovers the topic of satisfaction, he gives seven strategies that people take with their spiritual hunger, which can also be described as two ways to handle spiritual hunger that are split into four categories and three. Except for the people already mentioned, Timothy quotes Henrik Ibsen, Thomas Mann, Francis Spufford and Charles Taylor, which adds credibility to his words. Afterwards he shares St. Augustine’s analysis about disordered loves, as a solution for the problem of dissatisfaction. At the end of the main body, Tim reads a passage from “Life of Pi” by Yann Martel that depicts the absolute beauty of God’s love toward people and gives the answer where our contentment lies. The fact that he refers to such a great number of different works of art, writers and scholars indicates his humility and scientific approach. 
“How to deal with dark times”: Main Body of the Sermon
The reading of Psalm 88 opens the main body of this sermon, then Timothy Keller tells four things that this psalm can teach people and starts unpacking each one of them separately. Even though, the topic of his sermon is heavy, Tim manages to make people smile and even laugh. He reads the quote from the movie “The Princess Bride” that helps his listeners to remember his point. Tim Keller is being honest by saying that he did not use to understand Psalm 88 and Psalm 39 but then Derick Kidner’s commentary changed his life in understanding how to handle darkness. In order to make his audience think and to make the message more personal Tim poses a question calling his listeners “class”, and then immediately tells them not to answer him because he is a preacher which makes people laugh. To support his third point Timothy Keller gives an example from the book “The Lord of the Rings”. And when he reads the quote, he skillfully aligns his voice with the words, his audience can hear absolutely real thrill in his voice when we reads the word “thrill”. The references to “The Princess Bride” and “The Lord of the Rings” make Timothy Keller’s sermon more vivid and the ones people can relate to.
The Conclusion 
The words of the conclusion are the words that people go away with. We will use James Braga’s classification of different forms of conclusions to analyze Tim Keller’s sermons. 
The conclusion of “Uncovering Meaning” is a combination of summarizing and illustration. At first he tells what kind of logos the Gospel of John presents which is basically, a little review of his whole sermon. And then, he gives a new illustration of who logos is. Moreover, he manages to refer to the Greek word and explicitly uncover the  new illustration within several minutes. 
The conclusion of “Uncovering Satisfaction” belongs to a summarizing type, as Timothy Keller sums up his sermon, although, at the very end there is a calling. Tim says that his listeners need to find out what it means to receive Jesus and what it means to have relationship with Him. And he even gives some practical steps that his audience can make in that direction which is to sign up for the discussion group or to come up to him to have their question answered. 
The conclusion of “How to deal with dark times” is an illustration. Timothy Keller shares a story about a sick woman that he knows whose answer to the questions like “Doesn’t it hurt?” or “Aren’t you in a lot of pain?” is “Nothing that resurrection won’t cure”. That is a very strong testimony of person’s real faith. Then Tim closes up with Michael Wilcock’s commentary on Psalm 88. 
The composition of Timothy Keller’s sermons prove his professionalism, deep knowledge of God’s Word and care for his audience. His introduction gives his listeners clarity and plan for their interaction during the sermon, main body presents well-structured explicit and logical exposition of the topic he is preaching on. And his conclusion helps people to remember what the sermon was about and, thus, makes them ponder upon it even after it is over and it also challenges them to either start seeking the Lord or to take courage in their faith. 
   
2.7. Stylistic devices in Timothy Keller’s sermons.

Stylistic devices allow the preacher to foreground certain thoughts, which in turn help his listeners to stay attentive. Without stylistic devices, sermons would be rather boring and less influential. This table presents the survey of the frequency usage of stylistic devices in three Timothy Keller’s sermons.    
        Table 4         The number of stylistic devices in Timothy Keller’s sermons
	
	Uncovering Meaning
	Uncovering Satisfaction
	How to deal with dark times

	Alliteration
	1
	3
	3

	Anadiplosis
	2
	8
	5

	Anaphora
	43
	43
	32


	Anticlimax 
	-
	1
	2

	Antithesis
	9
	4

	9

	Antonomasia
	-
	-
	-

	Chains of consequences
	1
	-
	-

	Climax
(gradation)
	8
	6
	4

	Comparison
	4
	2
	3

	Enumeration
	7
	3
	1

	Epiphora
	            7
	12
	15

	Epithet	
	163
	96
	66

	Hyperbole
	-
	-
	2

	Idiom
	1
	5
	7

	Metaphor
	15
	11
	9

	Metonymy
	-
	-
	-

	Paradox
	4
	2
	3

	Parallel syntactic construction
	5
	6
	7

	Periphrasis
	6
	4
	4

	Personification
	8
	8
	10

	Pun
	-
	-
	-

	Polysyndeton
	4
	5
	4

	Lexical Repetition
	87
	42
	39

	Ring repetition
	1
	-
	1

	Simile
	2
	1
	1



The most frequently used stylistic device in these three sermons is epithet, which Tim Keller has used to describe people, their behavior and longings. In two sermons, lexical repetition ranks second in usage frequency, and in one – anaphora. Lexical repetition draws listeners’ attention to certain pieces of information, it subconsciously singles out key words in the minds of the audience. Besides, Tim employs it to review what he has already shared and makes sure his audience remembers the main points of his sermon. Anaphora is implemented in such a way that the tension mounts in every next sentence or clause, thus, fully captivating the ears of the people listening. Metaphor and epiphora are quite frequent as well. Epiphora, being another type of repetition, brings ideas together to create a focal point of sound and meaning (digital resource). Whereas metaphor makes preacher’s message richer and deeper. Ring repetition, chain of consequences, hyperbole appeared to be the least frequent stylistic devices. Some of them are simply not necessary due to the abundance of other devices, while such a device as hyperbole, for instance, seems to be out of Tim Keller’s style, he rarely employs exaggeration to communicate his point, he tends to present concepts in more realistic and, in a sense, simple manner, nevertheless, without making it too plain or trivial. Such stylistic devices as pun, metonymy and antonomasia are completely absent in these sermons. Metonymy is compensated for a number of metaphors, antonomasia itself is not a very common stylistic device, which explains its absence, and one of the goals of the pun which is to bring smiles to listeners’ faces was achieved by other stylistic devices or by mere wittiness of the preacher.

2.8. Introducing Bible passages in Timothy Keller’s sermons

Uncovering Meaning 
This sermons is one of the series of five Uncover sermons that Timothy Keller delivers in Oxford University. As he himself says, the goal of these sermons is not to prove that Christianity is true, but to have people want it to be true. Since “Uncovering Meaning” is the first sermon in the series, Timothy Keller lets his audience know the procedure of their future interaction. He simply explains, “So what I’ gonna do each night is I’ gonna read you a text from the Bible, I’m gonna try to uncover the particular theme for that night from that text.” And then, he tells the passage which is John 1:1-5, 14-17, reads first five verses and starts explicating explaining it. The fact that he has chosen the Gospel of John testifies of his deep knowledge of the Bible and of his thoughtfulness, since this very book is believed to be the best one to start reading the Bible with. Timothy Keller goes deep in his exposition by sharing what the Greek word “logos” means, as it is the word used in the original text and translated as “Word” into English. While preaching he comes back to the verse five and reads it in order to support his words and help people refresh it in their minds. Furthermore, he provides his audience with other English translations of this verse to have a better understanding of what it says. Further on, he asks his listeners whether they remember what he has read at the beginning of the sermon and then reminds them by citing the verse. At the end of his speech, he employs the same tactic – he asks if the audience remembers the passage and then immediately cites it for them. And here he again addresses the Greek language in order to render full meaning of the passage. Thus, the Scripture is the center of Tim Keller’s sermon, It takes the strong positions which are the beginning and the end.    
Uncovering Satisfaction 
This sermon is the second from the series of Uncover. Soon after Timothy Keller starts preaching, he tells that he wants to read from John 6:25-35, warns his listeners that he will not be able to unpack all the passage and then he reads it. During further preaching upon this passage he comes back to it and reads separate lines from it to make his message clearer or just tells, “Jesus says”, and cites His words. At the end of the sermon, Tim Keller cites Jesus’ words from different parts of the Gospel without telling the references. Jesus’ words “I am the Bread of life” are most frequent in this sermon which demonstrates that Tim is not jumping around the Bible, but takes a certain idea and actually uncovers it by going deep into its meaning. It also helps his listeners to remember the key points: that people need to get Jesus Himself in order to be truly satisfied. 
How to deal with dark times
In this sermon Timothy Keller prepares the congregation by means of funny metaphor before he tells they are going to read Psalm 88, which is the Psalm without happy end. He says the exact verses he is going to read from the psalm, which are 1-2 and 6-18 and then he reads them. During the rest of the sermon, Tim Keller cites different verses from Psalm 88 many times. Besides, in order to support the fact that Jesus suffered on earth and so will we, he cites John 16 “in this world you’ll have trouble” and John 13:16 “a servant is not above his Master”. As he goes on, he brings up Psalm 39, since it is the only other psalm that also lacks happy end, thus, by citing it he is able to make some parallels. Right in the middle of his sermons Tim refers to the book of Job, citing some verses and retelling the events of the story. Providing congregation with profound exposition of one of the most difficult to understand psalm Timothy Keller reads 1 Chronicles 6, which tells about Heman, the author of the psalm under consideration. He introduces the next piece of the Scripture by means of a question, he asks if the endings of both psalms sound familiar to the listeners and immediately reads Matthew 27:45 that proves that in reality Jesus is the One who experienced the most intense darkness. The citing of parallel passages from other books of the Bible indicates how well Tim Keller has prepared for a sermon and how well he knows the Scripture. 

2.9. Auditory analysis of Timothy Keller’s sermons
 
For acquiring deeper insight of the communication within religious discourse, namely, within sermons, as well as means and tactics that influence audience’s perception, we have conducted auditory analysis. In order to obtain valid results, all the participants possess solid knowledge in Phonetics. All the chosen excerpts are taken from different parts of the sermons and differ in terms of their filling which serves as a decent basis for accurate results.






Table 5                                       Results of auditory analysis of Keller’s three sermons
	Fragment from the speech work
	Part of the sermon
	Degree of emotion  
(in %)




	Pitch level
(in %)
	Tempo
(in %)
	Loudness
(in %)
	What prosodic means serve for realization of persuasion? 
1) melody,
2) phrasal stress,
3) tempo,
4) timbre,
5) loudness,
6) pitch level

	What tactic is carried out? 

	
	Introduction
	main body
	conclusion
	
	Very/ high
	Average
	Very/ low
	Very/ slow
	Average
	Very/fast
	Very/loudly
	Average loudness
	Very/ quiet
	
	

	 1. If this life is all there is and there is no God and this world is all there is, in the end it will not matter whether you’re a genocidal maniac or an altruist, it won’t matter whether you fight hunger in Africa or some other poor place.
	20
	80
	
	80 average,
20 moderate
	60
	
	40
	
	90
	10
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6

	The speaker uses emphatic stress, he also changes the tempo to draw listeners’ attention to certain parts of his utterance.

	2. Don’t you want to know what the world is really like? Don’t you want to live in the real world, not just the world that you’d like to believe in, but the real world? 
	100
	
	
	100 average
	50
	50
	
	
	
	100
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6


	The speaker uses rhetorical question, emphatic stress; he makes pauses between questions to let people think. 

	3. And probably the right answer is, it’s really not exactly a religion, at least not as human beings think of religion, it’s not really religion, it’s a divine Person, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His Glory.
	
	40
	60
	100 average
	20
	60
	20
	
	90
	10
	
	80
	20
	1, 2, 3, 6


	The speaker says all the words of this excerpt in a rather calm manner to create even bigger contrast with words foregrounded by emphatic stress; he makes a pause to create a feeling of anticipation in listeners’ minds.

	4. The problem with that idea is that Christianity isn’t acting like a spent force. We can start with the numbers, if you take a look at Korea, in the 20th century Korea went from about 1% Christian to about 40% Christian a hundred years.   
	50
	50
	
	100 average
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6

	The speaker uses High-Falls, logical stress; he also uses filled hesitation  pauses that help listeners to single out one piece of information from the other.

	5. If there’s no God, there certainly can be moral feelings and people can be very moral in their behavior. But if there’s no God, there’s no basis for moral obligation. Moral obligation is saying, “You need to stop doing that in spite of how you feel about it.”  
	20
	80
	
	60 average,
40 high
	
	100
	
	
	
	100
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6

	The speaker uses strong emphatic stress; he makes a long pause after presenting his thesis which adds weight to it. 

	6. John says that the logos is a Person, not just an abstract principle. Secondly, the logos isn’t something that we necessarily discover as much as it comes discovers us, He comes and discovers us.
	
	60
	40
	100 average
	
	
	100
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6

	The speaker uses emphatic stress to contrast two different ideas. 

	7. The fact, of course, is that there’s no comprehensive view of things, whether you’re a secular person, or a Buddhist, or a Christian, there’s no comprehensive view of things that can be demonstrably proved in one, what we call in America, some slam dunk argument that everybody agrees must be true.
	80
	20
	
	100 average
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 6

	The speaker changes the loudness of his voice, he also uses a lot of gestures that perfectly align with the content of his message and with emphatic stresses that he makes.

	8. You become a social activist or you become an advocate for the poor. You just lose yourself in doing good, you lose yourself in works of charity or justice.
	
	100
	
	50 average,
50 high
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 5, 6

	The speaker makes strong emphatic stresses, supporting them with bright gestures, he makes filled pauses that indicate how carefully he chooses words to present certain ideas. 

	9. Jesus is the only founder of a major religion who says, “I am God come to get you. And therefore to get eternal life, and to get contentment, and to get meaning, and to get freedom, and to get identity, and to get hope is you have to get Me, Myself, I can come into your life, you can have a relationship with Me.”
	
	20
	80
	40 average, 
60 high
	
	100
	
	
	10
	90
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3 

	The speaker uses emphatic stress, that is framed with pauses to foreground his point, he also accelerates during enumeration in order not to bore his audience.

	10. Cumulatively, you can come, I believe, to, definitely to the assurance that Christianity is true, I’m not going to necessarily be unpacking all the those arguments in the evening. I am going to be each night though showing you a reason why you ought to be trying to find out if it’s true.
	100
	
	
	100 average
	20
	80
	
	
	10
	90
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 6

	The speaker uses High- Rises and logical stress. 

	11. And if all the source of contentment and love is your family, that’s intolerable! Augustin says only if you love God  more than you love anything else, will your heart not always be broken.  
	20
	80
	
	60 high,
40 average
	100
	
	
	80
	20
	
	
	100
	
	1, 3, 5, 6

	The speaker uses emphatic stress preceded by a pause and supported by bright vivid gestures and corresponding facial expression.

	12. So the thesis is “it”, you’re looking for it and it takes usually a number of years to even realize you’re looking for it. You think, “I just want to live life, that’s all, I just want to live life!” No. You’re looking for something ordinary life can’t give you, that life actually can’t give you.   
	
	100
	
	80 average,
20 high
	
	100
	
	
	10
	90
	
	100
	
	1, 3, 6

	The speaker uses very strong emphatic stress, changed the pitch level of his voice and the manner of the voice; he uses gestures that differentiate the words that present people’s thought from other words.  

	13. The Bible isn’t selling something. If you’re thinking about becoming a Christian, if you’re wondering whether I should have anything to do with Christianity, I want you to know, Christianity is realistic, it’s not selling you anything.  
	60
	40
	
	100 average
	
	
	100
	
	90
	10
	


	100
	
	1, 2, 4, 5

	The speaker is very categorical which makes his words sound more serious, important and valid.

	14. I want to tell the world about You. How am I gonna do that if I’m dead!? If you, I have all these things, I want to do for You! You know that! And yet, You’re not letting me do any of them! What’s the? How much sense does that make?! He comes very close to saying, “Answer me, God!” 
	
	100
	
	100 high
	100
	
	
	
	20
	80
	
	100
	
	1, 3, 5, 6

	The speaker is very emotional as he is speaking for the psalmist, he does it to help people understand the emotions of the author of Psalm 88, he does it by means of emphatic stress, change of the loudness of his voice and bright gestures.

	15. Jesus Christ experienced darkness as His only friend so in your darkness you can know that Jesus is still your friend, He is still there. Jesus was truly abandoned so that you will only feel abandoned.
	
	
	100
	100  average
	
	
	100
	
	100
	
	
	40
	60
	2, 3, 4, 6

	The speaker’s voice is calm which creates contrast to the rest of the sermon and draws listeners’ attention, he also makes a rather long pause that makes his words weighty.

	16. He’s not going to abandon you, no matter what you’ve done wrong because of what Jesus Christ has done, He has taken the penalty, it all fell on Him, it all fell into His heart.
	
	
	100
	100 high
	100
	
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 3, 6

	The speaker separates each sentence by means of pauses, he also uses the same gestures each time making it more wide to create some kind of a climax.

	17. You are the God who saves me so he’s actually trusting God as Savior, he’s trusting God as Savior and he’s praying, he says every day I’m praying to You, and I’m coming to You, and I’m calling to You, and I’m trusting You as Savior. 
	
	100
	
	90 average,
10high
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6


	The speaker uses anaphora that is supported by the same gestures and the same intonation, that all together in harmony emphasizes the enumeration. 

	18. I do seriously need to at least warn you, that there is a mountaintop on the other side of this valley, but we’re going to be reading Psalm 88, it has to do with what, how Christians should act when they are going through very dark times. So I actually am warning you, especially the first of the four points of this sermon, it’s a real downer.
	100
	
	
	100 average
	
	10
	90
	90
	10
	
	
	100
	
	1, 2, 3, 6

	The speaker pauses to make the plan of their future interaction clear, he also uses filled pauses that tells listeners how carefully he chooses the words for his audience.



The most challenging task for the participants was to distinguish parts of the sermon, especially to differentiate between conclusion and the main body, The reason for that might be the fact that preachers often close up by repeating what they have said in the main body.  
Timothy Keller cannot be described as a very emotional preacher. His degree of emotions is rarely very low or high, it is average in the majority of the excerpts. Although, he uses a good number of gestures, especially in those rare cases when he is getting very emotional. His level of emotions is usually high when he makes some kind of role play or speaks on behalf of somebody else.
The range of his pitch level is quite wide, and he skillfully uses it in order to communicate surprise, shock or weightiness of his words. 
Timothy Keller changes the tempo of his speech, he slows down to make thesis or to confirm some logical conclusion; and he accelerates the speed during enumeration, when he explains some human tendencies using examples from the real life. The loudness of Timothy’s speech hardly changes, as he uses other means to avoid monotony. But it does change when he is getting more emotional, and his voice becomes quiet as a contrast to his usual vivid manner to foreground an important point. This way the change of the loudness is a strong tool to emphasize particular parts of the sermon.
All of the 6 prosodic means are found in Timothy Keller’s sermons that testifies of speaker’s excellent declamatory skills. These means make his message catching and vivid, and thus, persuasive. The most frequent ones are melody, tempo and pitch level that create the peculiarity of his style.
The participants of the auditory analysis have also noted that Timothy Keller often employs emphatic stress to underline the key points of his message. Besides, his gestures are very thoughtful, the motions and their intensity precisely correspond with the meaning of his words and the degree of his emotions in each particular moment of the sermon. 
A big number of unanimous answers indicates participants’ profound knowledge in the scope of Phonetics whereas the rest of the answers demonstrates their individual perception of the same information and the complexity of the religious discourse itself.

As for the composition, Tim Keller’s sermons are more structured, before starting preaching he lets his audience know the exact plan of their interaction. Francis Chan’s sermons contain more stories from his life or from the life of the people he knows, while Tim Keller quotes famous writers, philosophers, scientists and pieces of art. Francis Chan employs bigger variety of stylistic devices than Tim Keller, although, this fact doesn’t make his sermons better than Tim’s. Timothy Keller uses less Scripture passages than Francis Chan in his sermons, he usually reads the passage at the beginning and then unpacks it. But Francis Chan cites a big number of Bible verses along the way. According to the auditory analyses, Francis Chan is much more emotional, he speaks loudly and fast more often during his sermons than Tim Keller. However, the latter has a wider rank of pitch level, which he uses in order to express his emotions. Tim Keller’s speech is smoother and more melodic, as he is not getting too excited during his speech. Francis Chan’s sermons are full of filled pauses while Tim Keller hardly ever uses those.  Although, Francis Chan implements a lot of gestures, Tim Keller’s gestures appear to be more thoughtful and elaborate. Despite all these differences, they have one thing in common which is the most important one, both of them deliver influential and catching sermons that their listeners love. It means that there is no one particular way to become a good preacher, it is rather the combination of various elements, that differ from preacher to preacher.





Conclusions
Religious discourse is a vast term, at this work one its types has been studied, namely, sermon. Public speeches have room for talent as well as for the practical steps to improve the delivery, whereas sermons have a spiritual aspect. This allows to conclude that besides mandatory rhetoric skills one is to have solid relationship with God in order to perform a good sermon. The best example to look at is Jesus as He is absolutely perfect in everything. The conducted survey concerning the influencing power of the sermon and our own analysis of the lexical-syntactic and prosodic characteristics of sermons lets us to argue the following: for the success of the sermon, both extralingual factors (the personality of the preacher, his faith, his way of life, etc.) and the lingual features of the sermon (lexical , syntactic, prosodic) are necessary. Our data indicated that respondents do not only pay attention on the way the sermon is conducted and on its content but also on preacher’s life, whether it matches his words or not. For a deeper analysis we have chosen three sermons by Francis Chan who has founded Cornerstone Community Church in Simi Valley, California in 1994, Eternity Bible College in 2004 and is a current preacher and three sermons by Timothy Keller who was the founder of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, New York in 1989, co-founder of Redeemer City to City and an author of 31 books. Using generalization method, it can be stated that the examples from his own life and repetition feature Francis’s sermons while the main features of Tim Keller’s sermons are rational argumentation, abundant quoting writers, philosophers and mentioning famous pieces of art. On the basis of the auditory analysis of Francis Chan’s sermons, we conclude that changing of the tempo, emphatic stress, a big number of filled pauses and gestures are the most prominent peculiarities of Francis Chan’s style of deliverance while emphatic stress, changing of the pitch level, melody of the utterance and elaborate gesture are the things that mark out Tim Keller’s sermons. Upon comparing their sermons, the main conclusion that can be drawn is that, although, their styles are quite different, it does not makes one of them better than the other. Both of them have their own peculiarities that make their preaching catching and powerful, and these peculiarities compensate for the absence of the other ones.  According to the theoretical material on effective preaching, Francis Chan and Timothy Keller can be considered professional preachers while the enormous impact they have had on the people all over the world demonstrates that they never leave their audience indifferent.  
Collectively, our investigation confirms that sermon is a powerful way to influence people, it has its own principles while at the same time provides preachers with certain freedom in terms of how to reach effectiveness. 




















Appendix

FALLING AMDLY IN LOVE WITH GOD
*Antithesis:
“The goal is clear, the goal here is the goal that I’ve had for you and I have for my own life. It’s to be filled with all the fullness of God, right? We just want to be full, I mean, you know, we preach against being shallow, right? That’s the opposite of being full or being empty. And sometimes in our lives we feel empty and we look at people’s lives and gosh, it seems like he or she has a very shallow relationship with God. There is no depth to it and there’s other times you’ll look in someone’s life and go wow he or she gets it, they are just full of the Spirit, full of this fullness of God, they’re filled with it.”  
“Paul really committed to pray whereas I often times committed to work.”
“Are you a hundred percent sure not that He so much loves the world but that He so much loves you, as an individual?”
“God listens to him, God doesn’t listen to me like that.”
*Hyperbola:
You can see on your plasms screen all the guys that are open and you don’t have a 300-pound lineman in your face.”
*Personification:
“And all these pressures coming towards you.”
“NyQuil takes care of all of them.”
*Chain of sequences, anaphora:
“In a few times he says “so that”. So it is this progression. And like he gets on his knees and he prays to God, he bows before God. Why? So that Christ might dwell in their heart. Why? So that they might be rooted and grounded in love. And why is that? So that you can know this love of Christ. Why is that? So that at the end you’re just this mature complete person and you’re filled with the fullness of Christ.” 
*Repetition:
“But typically when I think Holy Spirit, I think power, it’s power to do this, power to do that, power to perform miracles, power to change people’s lives.” 
“Yesterday I woke up with a weird, weird dream.”(epithets)
*Anaphora:
“A lot of times I’d look at external issues like: man, why don’t you serve, why don’t you give more, why don’t you love the people in your neighbourhood, why don’t you share your faith, you know, why do you keep looking at pornography, why don’t you guys just get along, why do you guys keep fighting in your marriage, why are you holding on to all this stuff, why are you so greedy and you just want more and more.”
“Do you understand who it is that loves you and how much he loves you? If you got that, you would look at your stuff and go I don’t care, I don’t care about this I don’t care about that.”
“I know, I know without a shadow of a doubt that You love me.”
“And there have been times, and there are periods when I am so secure in that and there are other times when I am not.”
*Anaphora, polysydenton:
“And some of us in this room don’t understand the love of God as we should, and the depth of that: how wide, and long, and high, and deep… We kind of do, we kind of get it, and so we kind of follow.”
*Repetition:
“The beautiful thing is that I think I’ve been praying harder for you this week than when I was actually living here. And beautiful thing is that this can still happen.” (epithets)
“You can walk in this room and I can tell you, “Listen, God, the Creator of the world, the only One that matters, He so loves you, more than your wife, more than your kids, more than your mom, your dad, any friend, any girlfriend, boyfriend.” (enumeration)
“They would bow before Kings, bow before monarch.”
“So it’s not like, oh, we bow before King, we bow before this guy, we bow before God.”
“So we work, and we work, and we work.”
“But the way that I wandered, the way that I am prone to wander is I wandered toward insecurity and I wander back towards trying to earn it somehow.”
“And so we try, try, try…”
“Where do I pull? Where do I pull?”
“Man I don’t know, I don’t know.”
“I am still growing in this area in a big way, in a big way, not a little way.” (epithets, antithesis)
“I am praying for Squeaky, you know, save him, Lord, save him, Lord.”
“I never really even knew, never even understood it.”
 “If they got Your love, they wouldn’t love their sin so much. If they got Your love, they wouldn’t fight with each other.”
*Repetition, anaphora, climax (gradation):
“Are you sure? Don’t quickly answer this one, don’t nod your head, this is just between you and God, no one needs to know, you can keep the façade going. But between you and God, are you sure that Jesus Christ is crazy about you? Are you a hundred percent sure? Not that He so loves so world, but that He so loves you, as an individual?”
*Paraphrasing, climax:
“Jesus says, “Just as the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you, and remain in that love.” Think about that, just as, and so much as, in the same way as the Father loves You, that’s how much He loves me?” 
*Anaphora:
“I’m bowing on your behalf, I’m bowing in prayer for you.”
“You don’t want to go: I think He loves me, I think I get the love of Christ, I think I understand His grace.”
“And you’ve been treating the their symptoms trying to fix this, fix that, get them off drugs, get them to be less greedy, get them to quit worrying about their future.”
“How can I help my husband understand the love of God, how can I share with my friend at work to get the love of God?”
“You are homosexual, and that you are arguing for it, and you are fighting against me, and you are trying to persuade people to go that direction.”
*Enumeration:
“So the issue is not about his needs, or her needs, or love languages, or this, or that.”
*Idioms:
“When I’m in there I’m in the pocket and these guys are rushing at me and in the same way as when I’m in the thick of it.”
“But I’m out of the daily grind of trying to keep this thing going.”
“I didn’t go to the heart of the issue.”
“That’s a million dollar question.”
“And the bottom line it’s not the issue.”
“The bottom line right now is.”
“You know how random things.”
*Simile:
“I feel like a grandpa.”
“People would tell me, “Gosh, being grandpa is better than being a dad.”
“And while I see some things that I did wrong is that Paul dealt with the heart, he really got to the core. And sometimes I dealt with symptoms. Another thing was Paul really committed to pray where as I often time committed to work and try harder.”
“You thought it was a room like this.”
*Epithet: 
“There is probably some serious pain of that separation.”
“He or she has shallow relationship with God.”
“We wouldn’t live empty lives.”
“So that at the end you are this mature complete person.”
“Paul is dealing with the inner man.”
“I think a lot of times I would look at external issues.”
“… not these external things, not these physical things”
“… you would with great joy sell everything you have”
“The problem is we don’t understand how good God is.”
“It’s not a miracle of physical healing”
“Maybe I can craft the perfect sermon.”
“How wicked you are.”
“My soul is ugly right now.”
“Some of you guys sent a lot of time this morning looking at the outer man or outer woman.”
“Pretty good amount, pretty much a perfect love.”
“John 15:9 is one of the most difficult passages for some of us like me to embrace.” (simile)
“But unlike in physical relationship in this one you can actually pray.”
“These are all biblical good prayers”
“And he has this yellow backpack thing.”
“It’s some crazy weird yellow backpack thing.”
*Paradox:
“He makes you know something that you cannot know.”
*Metaphor:
“Then I will minister out of insecurity and treat symptoms rather than the heart issue.”

PRAYER AS A WAY OF WALKING IN LOVE
*Antithesis:
“My guess is many of you guys struggle so focused on the work of God that you neglect the person of God.”
“Rather than pursuing God himself, I am pursuing these things.”
*Metaphor:
“The water that’s hitting my windshield.”
*Anaphora:  
“Pastor John gave me the topic of “Prayer as a way of walking in love (a personal journey)” And I love that topic “Prayer as a way of walking in love”. I love it because...” (repetition)
“You like me that much, You love me that much.”
“How can I share this personal journey? How can I share everything that God and I have been through together for all of these years?”
“I see it in the Scriptures but also I see it in the way You answer my prayers.”
“I understand the big things, I understand the spiritual things.” (epithets)
“Prayer rivals, I wanna be careful how I say this. In my life, prayer has even rivalled the Scriptures.”
“There is just this sense, “What do you need? What do you want?””
*Repetition:
“This is ridiculous, my life is ridiculous.” (epithets)
“I was praying for the wealthy and I said, “Lord, You know, I have a lot of wealthy people in the church, I have wealthy friends.”
“We used to walk around as kids amazed by these stories, amazed by the miracles of this Almighty God.”
“When you start doing these things, it’s like, He says, “Here I am, here I am.””
“”My guess is many of you guys struggle so focused on the work of God that you neglect the person of God, so much pressure, so much criticism.” (antithesis)
“And those hours, and hours of planning?”
*Anaphora:
“And when you look at this verse in the context, it’s in the context of danger, it’s in the context of a man living in a crazy life at that moment.” (repetition, epithet)
“I understand the Gospel is powerful and God can use an unbeliever to preach the Gospel because there is power in the Gospel itself, I understand that, and I understand God is sovereign God and He is going to draw people to Himself.” (epithets)
““Honey, you know, I love my life”, she said, “I love being married to you, I love the simplicity of our lives,” she was, “I’m happy living off of whatever God gives me, gives us, you know, I’m happy to live humbly, I’m happy to have nothing.” (paradox)
“No one’s listening, no one answers.”
“He is the One that listens, He is the Living God, He is not a block of wood that you made up that’s not going to answer you.”
“Did you hear that? Did you hear the way he parse?”
“Or sometimes I even don’t have to pray it, and You just answer, You just do.”
*Repetition:
“I think I confessed everything, I think he confessed everything.” (parallel syntactic construction) 
“And so many of my prayers, 90 % at times, are just, “God do this, do this, do this. Of course for Your Glory, but do this, do this, do this.”
“God, you are so good, look at everything You do for me, look at my life, look at who You are, You are wonderful, wonderful!” (epithets)
“And immediately your prayer life goes to “Okay, God, do this, God, do this, God, do this, God, do this. Okay, bless this, bless this, bless this, bless this.”” (anaphora)
*Repetition, parallel syntactic construction:
“I’ve been in those situations where I’ll get reliant and me stronghold will be in other things, and my excitement will be in other things, and they are good things, they are fine things, I mean, I enjoy the fellowship, I enjoy people praying for me, I get encouraged by these things, I get encouraged by the messages I’ve heard.” (epithets)
*Epiphora:
“If You are not going to do that, make me rich, make my friends rich.”
“Now watch what happens when I pray, let me show you what happens when I pray.”
“My wife is stunned, I’m stunned.”
“I’ve been in those situations where I’ll get reliant and my stronghold will be in other things, and my excitement will be in other things.”
*Repetition:
“I love You, I love You, I love You, I don’t know …”
“I had no idea, no desire to make off of it.”
“I love God so much more because of these prayers, answered prayers, some prayers, you know, He, he didn’t answer.”
“I just had been praying all night, all night, all night.”
“Otherwise I am going to sound like some other, some religious freak, some, some fanatic, some cult leader.”
“It’s like going to a cemetery and say, “Come on, get up, get up, get up!””
“How many of you guys grew up in church, grew up going to Sunday School Church? Wow! Wow!”
“As a kid I lifted up David, I lifted up Elijah, I lifted up Moses as these superheroes.”
“If a man abides in Me, he will bear much fruit. You just abide in Me, and you will bear a bunch of fruit. Verse seven when He says you abide in Me, I abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and that’ll be given to you. ”
“If I believed that there is only One sovereign Being, like, right now, I believe in existence on this planet there is One Being Who is in charge of everything, everything, the only Ruler, the only Sovereign, that isn’t it obvious that as long as I’m close with Him abiding in Him, that’s all I really need to do. The fruit will come, the protection will come.” (epithet)
“And so this could be good for the church, it could be good for whatever new work the Lord is leading me into.”
“We just assumed they’re doing fine and then you’re shocked, aren’t you? You’ve assumed it of staff people, you’ve assumed it of elders.”
“But yet look at your ministry, look at your life.”
“Would it be “God, just let me dwell in the house of You, Lord, all the days of my life let me just gaze upon Your beauty and inquire in Your temple, let me just meditate in Your temple, let me just gaze upon Your beauty?””
*Anaphora: 
“Why am I walking on this stage? Why are people listening to me? Why You just shower me with all of this stuff, and all of this opportunities and just Your presence?” (enumeration, metaphor)
“You heard me, You listen to me, You love me.”
“Would You just amaze him with Your grace? Would You just show him Your power? Would You just give me an opportunity to tell him how great You are?” (epithet)
“I really believe the Lord was wanting me to move on from my ministry in Simi Valley last May, I really believed He wanted me to go to another city and just start another work.”
“Then suddenly because all of the questions are like “What are you doing?”, “Did you do this yet?”, “Did you do that?”, “You got a church?”, “You got a building?”, “You got this?”, “You got that?” And then suddenly you start feeling this pressure.”
“I don’t assume you are walking with the Lord, I don’t assume that you know of this love that I’m talking about.”
“They don’t care how slick your message is, they don’t care how intelligent you are.” (epithet)
“And somehow it changes, somehow I don’t know.”
“We are amazed by intellect, we are amazed by communication style, we are amazed by these different things.”
“Maybe we need to start preaching David and Goliath more often? Maybe we do have to preach Jonah every other week? Maybe we got to get back to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?”
“Can I do this? Can I just pray for this one thing? Can I just desire this, this, this being in Your presence, this gazing upon Your beauty?” (repetition)
“I’m just gonna ask for, I’m gonna pursue this, I’m gonna go after this.”
“We believe in the sovereignty of God, we believe in One Being.”
“Why did I not probe? Why did I not get into his life deeper and really asked these questions? Why did I not share my own struggles?”
*Ring repetition:
“What are you doing there? What ministry are you doing there? What’s next for Francis Chan?”
“Not one person asked me about me prayer life, not one…”
*Enumeration:
“Go ahead: cut yourselves, cream out.”
“… the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Peter, Paul.”
 “That they don’t find their strength in being a part of a conference, a denomination, having the right theology but that their boast would be in knowing You, understanding You…” (epithet)
“He says, “I’m not listening to that, your motives are wrong, whatever else, you are not treating your wife in a right way, you are doubting”, Isaiah 59, it’s like, you are not caring for the poor.” (epithet)
“And we think the answer is working harder, and faster, and hiring the right people and everything else.” (epithet, polysyndeton)
*Polysyndeton:
“I don’t want to just sweep, and clean, and move boxes.”
“God, the only thing that’s going to differentiate me from the Jehova’s Witness, or the Mormon, or the Unitarian, or, you know, the Muslim, or whoever it is.” (enumeration)
“Sounds like that guy, or that guy, or that guy.”(repetition)
“But I fail, and I fail, and I fail.”
*Climax (gradation):
“God, can You just let me see how beautiful You are today? Can You show me more of Your beauty? I just want to stare at Your beauty, I just want to brag about Your beauty, I just sit here and adore You for Your beauty.” (anaphora, epithet)
“I mean silly things, little things, tiny things.”(epithets)
“Joel said last night how God will give us, you know, exactly what we pray for or exactly what we should have prayed for.”
“You are my light, You are my salvation, whom shall I fear, the Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?”(anaphora)
“I, this little human, this little screw, this one that doesn’t pray as hard as other guys, this one that doesn’t know as much theology as the other guys, I’m trying everything else but I fail, and I fail, and I fail.” (repetition, epithet, polysyndeton, anaphora)
*Paraphrasing:
“He (God) is my stronghold.”
“Maybe my staff becomes my stronghold.”
*Anticlimax:
“It’s really not that great, it’s fine.”
*Pun:
“Crazy Love has been crazy successful.”
“Maybe you come here not really desiring God but desiring “Desiring God.”
*Comparison:
“It’s not my job to convince them, I can’t change their heart. It’s like going to a cemetery and say, “Come on, get up, get up!” It’s just pointless.”
“I’m in love with God. And I felt those giddy feelings I used to feel when I first met my wife, you know, and you first fell in love and you can’t even sleep because you are beside yourself, because you say, “I can’t believe this person loves me” and I started feeling that toward God. And I’m like, “God, this is wonderful! I want to be giddy the rest of my life.” (epithet)
“My God can do anything that childlike faith, to believe like children.” (epithet)
*Anadiplosis:
“You don’t get a driver for an honorarium the day after, the day after you just struggled with all of these thoughts.”
“I’m in love with Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ is in love with me.”
“I just spoke to God, God just listened to me.”
“What have you been praying the last few week? One thing? One thing have I asked the Lord.”
“I get concerned that sometimes maybe, maybe you come and you are not really desiring God.”
“I just spoke to God, God has listened to me and He answered me.”
*Epithet:
“How can I share this personal journey?”
“We got this weird check in the mail.”
“There is a sticky note.”
“There was no physical answer.”
“Why does he even care about that, just the little things, the silly things?”
“They all got new drivers, these big ones.”
“I had this little tiny thing.”
“This little church plant.”
“If it’s a little church”
“Everything in our lives is just just this crazy supernatural.”
“I always wish we were generous, I always wish we could be generous.”
“That’s a great desire.” 
“Could You just raise up some new wealthy people?”
“This is ridiculous, my life is ridiculous.” (repetition)
“This is a serious power we have here.”
“Lord, this is not eternal, there is nothing eternal about cleaning my garage, I hate that I’ll be spending like 2 hours doing something that has no eternal value but I feel like I got to do it otherwise I’m a bad testimony or somethimg. You know, I just got to, just, just, but I want to do something eternal.”
“I mean that’s the stupidest thing and so when I saw your face I was just mad, that was so weird.”
“That was the farthest thing from truth.”
“I know, You are a powerful God.”
“God, what are you doing these supernatural things?”
“It says the old men will dream dreams, the young men will have visions, I go, wait, wait, which one is the old men have visions?”
“My God is You are the real God.”
“That’s helpful.”
“Brainiac that can just, you know, show that you are more intelligent than him.”
“I have a great personality.”
“As though it was too childish.”
 “And maybe I can craft a perfect sermon.”
“Yesterday I woke up with a weird-weird dream.”
 “I like the childlike faith that Paul was talking about.”
“Whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.”
“… and even greater things than these”
“That is really weird.”
“I’m praying the wrong way.”
“It’s like, this quick response.”
“And you have so many good ideas of what you can do for the Lord.”
“And I neglect the most important thing which is prayer as a way of walking in love, and just communing with my God, and just being with Him and abiding with Him, and just just just.”(repetition, enumeration)
“The greatest things that have happened, did you really plan those out? Was that your strategic planning?”
“You’ve taken me through so many ridiculous situations.”
“We can pull this off because they’ve got a strong staff, we can pull this off, we’ve got a good offering, we’ve got a good budget.” (anaphora)
“I’ve got lunch with Him, it’s really not that great, it’s fine.”
“You are ridiculous.”
“My God is sovereign.”
“Aren’t the greatest things of your life, you know, unplanned by you, and the greatest things of in your ministry were unplanned by you?” (repetition, epiphora)
“Wow, God, You are so beautiful.”
“It talks how God is the only sovereign, as we talked about, the one, the only immortal.”(repetition)
“Isn’t it the most amazing thing when He answers prayer?”
“Is there anything better than that on this Earth? I mean, what’s better than that?”
*Metonymy: 
“Or maybe you are desiring Piper.”
*Simile:
 “I don’t pray as hard as some people.”
“Elijah is a man just like me.”
“He is the man just like me.”
“I’ve got a nature just like his.”
“And sometimes I sit there and just try to imagine myself as an unbeliever.”
“Elijah was a man just like you and just like me.” (repetition)
*Idioms: 
“… having no clue what God was gonna do.”
“Within one minutes this man was bawling his eyes out.”
“Try to put yourself in shoes of an unbeliever who is maybe seeking or something.”
“There are times now when I pray for someone who is sick and I’m just blown away.”
“It’s kind of “Go ahead! Make my day!” type of.”
“Bottom line people want to walk in and to see a man of God that’s connected to God.”
*Hyperbole:
“I get so busy in ministry, and those times when million thoughts come into your mind at once.”
*Paradox:
“It does feel like I’m doing nothing when I just pray.”
“We thank God He didn’t answer some of those prayers or a lot of us would’ve married Farrah Fawcett.”
“You couldn’t pay me enough to stop to you.”

LIVING ETERNALLY
*Alliteration: 
“But there is nothing like I count down, I can’t wait to see her, I can’t wait to see her, I can’t wait to see her and then when I see her face, I just every time, “oh, everything is cool.””
“If you really live and love the way Jesus calls us to love.”
“You love people, You love, love, love.”(anaphora, repetition)
“I realize that everything I do is going to bring either reward or regret, it really is.”
“Their God isn’t Jesus, their God is their belly, their God is their belly.” (repetition)
*Polysyndeton:
“And so many people come to church for years, and years, and years.”
*Epiphora:
“You know, this prayer thing is good, reading the Word is good, being led by your spirit is good but… ” (epithet)
“Do we worship anyways? Do we gather anyways?” (anaphora)
“And they are after him, and they are ready to kill him, and they are after him.” (anaphora, repetition)
“So I’ll give up to this point, and I’ll love up until this point.”
“My job is to get you to live that way and to think that way.”
“I’m waiting for that, I’m striving for that.”
“You are going to do that right now, just to enjoy right now?”
“You are just thinking about the things of the world, you are showing off the things of the world.”
“I’m gonna try to stop competing with the world and looking like the world.”
*Paradox:
“You just lose your whole life and you’ll find it, but you try to save it, you lose it.” (epithet)
*Alliteration, anaphora:
“You know what I mean. You just wake up and it’s like, “oh, my bed; oh, you know, my kitchen; oh, my shower” you just on and on and it just becomes my, my, my.”
*Antithesis: 
“We almost just talk about God as this impersonal being rather than the love of our lives.” (epithet)
*Anadiplosis:
“If you pursue your mission, you will suffer, you will suffer if you pursue your mission.”
*Parallel construction:
“You don’t buy the things God wants you to buy, you don’t say the things God wants you to say, you just say the things you want to say.” 
*Repetition:
“That we love Him with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind”
*Repetition, anaphora:
“Somehow I may attain to this resurrection from the dead, somehow I got to cross that line, I got to get this thing, it says resurrection, resurrection, resurrection. So if I got to suffer, if I got to do whatever, I don’t care. I just want this resurrection. I just want to see His face.”
“And that’s why we say, “Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus!””
“Most of the people you talk to Jesus about are going to reject your message and are going to reject you.”
*Anaphora:
“I want You just to come down, I want to see Your face, I want that moment.”
“You go back, and you do your thing, and you are gonna suffer.”(polysyndeton)
“I am here for a mission, I am here to tell people about Jesus Christ.”
“I pray for that, I pray for this mission.”
“I want Jesus, because I want to know Christ, I want to know the power of His resurrection, I want the fellowship of his sufferings.”
“I’ve done all of those things, I’ve done more than they have.”
“No way have I obtained it, no way the resurrection’s come, no way am I perfect.” (epithet)
“I want that moment when I won’t be tempted with anything anymore, I want that moment when I won’t fall again ever to anything, I want that.”
“That’s the way I’m running my life right now, that’s the way I’m living.”
“All he thought about was that final moment all he thought about was that moment when he would see, he was consumed, he was obsessed with this moment.” (epithet, repetition, climax (gradation))
“I’m like a runner, all I think about is that , all I think about is, man, one moment, I’m gonna see Jesus.” (simile)
“I want to cross that line, I want to get my reward.”
“You look at your past, you are going to get depressed, and you are going to get stuck at your past, you look to your future.”
“See my actions, a lot of things I do is because I’m thinking about my future and I’m thinking about that moment when I see Jesus.” (paraphrasing)
“What is going to bring reward? And what is going to bring regret?” (alliteration)
“Am I gonna get to travel? Am I gonna eat well? Am I gonna do this?”
“I’m gonna live my life for this mission, I’m gonna spend my life, invest my life for this moment when I cross that finish line.” (repetition)
“I am not going to be fooled, I am not going to spend my life dumb.”
“I keep my eyes on that, I keep my eyes on that finish line.”
“I’m going to pass this thing, I’m going to live this out and I’m going to face Him, I’m going to come before the Judge.”
“He is not thinking about his future here on Earth, he is not thinking about the red part, he is thinking about crossing that line.” (epithet, antithesis)
“There are two types of professing believers, and it’s true right now, there are two types of professing believers in this room, two types of professing believers: those who are worthy of following and those who are not.” (repetition)
“I’m not living for this world, I’m not making home for myself here.”
“No one’s gonna admit it, no one’s even gonna say it.”
“But they are professing believers, but they said they follow Jesus, but they prayed a prayer.”
“Should I do this, should I pursue her, should I pursue this relationship, should I watch that movie, should I eat this, should I buy this?” (epiphora)
“Look at this, you know, surgery I’ve done, look at how I look.”
“God wants me to be happy, God wants me this, God wants you to just follow him.”
“Help me stay focused on that finish line, and help me, help these people that I care about stay focused on that finish line.” (epiphora)
“You spent the day, you spent the time, you spent the money, you spent the energy.”
“I wanna follow this Jesus, I’m ready to give it all up, I’ll trade in my old life, I’m not trying to add Jesus to my life, I want this whole new life where I live for the end.” (epithet)
“Come forward during this time, come forward during the worship.”
*Parallel syntactic construction:
“He’ll say that he is Christian all day long, she’ll say she is a believer and follower.”
*Climax (gradation):
“For me to live is Christ, I am consumed with him, that’s all life is down here.”
*Antonomasia (1st type):
“Because I think of guys like Tim and I go, “We are sending out Tims every year.”
*Repetition:
“Until I can make this payment or that payment.”
“Because I got to keep this, this and this.”
“I’m saying just pursue the mission, just pursue it all the way.”
“It’s easier in some ways, it’s easier in some ways to stay focused when you are on the mission field.” (epithet)
“You just go, “Yeah, this is home, this is home.””
“You’ve set up home which is the exact thing God tells us not to do, it’s to not make this Earth our home and not just, you know, set down our roots.”
“But in my mind, when I pray about it and I am coming before God,  believe, it would be sinful for me, I don’t know if that’s too strong of a word, but not following God’s call if I personally left Simi Valley right now.”
“It’s from a business standpoint or from a managerial standpoint.” (epithet)
“That should be all we think about according to Paul, according to his life.”
“If you obey this, this, this, you do these things you can become perfect here on Earth.” (epithet)
“This is what I dream about, this is what I think about.”
“How many of us really think that way? How many of us live that way?”
 “Remember how he even talked about Timothy a few weeks ago, Timothy and Epaphroditus, he says, “Timothy, I don’t have anyone like him,” he says, “everyone else is about themselves, Timothy really cares about people, really cares about the mission.” 
“See, the cross was all about denial, the cross was all about suffering, the cross was well this is what the Father said for me to do, so I’m going to do it.”
“One thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, forgetting what lies behind.”
“He is just running, running, running.”
“Man, one thing I do, one thing I do is I don’t look behind me, I forget what’s back there and I’m just looking at this finish line, I’m just looking at this goal.” (anaphora)
“I’m not gonna get distracted, I’m not gonna get distracted.”
“I’m going to destroy this city so start running, start running and don’t look back.”
“It’s this whole idea of no look at the end, don’t look around, don’t look at all these other things that are appealing.” (epithet)
“Here, there are so many things I want to look back at, there are so many things around me, they don’t have to do with the resurrection. There are a lot of things I like here in Simi Valley, a lot of things I like in Southern California, there are a lot of things about this home that I’m building for myself.”
“Do I want to give that up? Do I want to give that up?”
“I forget, the one thing I do, I forget what’s behind me.”
“The world’s gonna keep making you look at your past, your past your past.”
“But on that day, Paul says, “I’m just looking at that day”, go, “On that day, maybe I’ll just give it to the poor because on that day I’ll be rewarded for it.”
“Oh, that was a waste of money, that’s a waste of money, that’s a waste of money.”
“Are you gonna regret the car you drove, regret the house you lived in, regret the clothes you wore, regret, you know, just everything? What are you gonna regret?”
“I’m gonna work hard, I’m gonna save, save, save.” (anaphora)
“What about this? What about this? What about? What about all the stuff?”
“And it can end at any second for any of us.”
“And it’s tempting, it’s tempting to all of us.”
“I’m straining, because I’m straining forward for that mark, I’m like stretching forward for that mark.” (epiphora)
“Keep your eyes, keep your eyes on those who walk, not those who talk, keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us.”
“Paul says, “Imitate me.” He says, “Imitate me.” He goes, “So imitate me. See, see how I’m living, see how I’m striving for this, see  I’m not distracted by all of these things.” He goes, “Imitate me.”
“I wanna eat that, I wanna eat that, I wanna buy that, I wanna buy that.”
“And from it we await a Saviour. What do we await for? – Saviour. What do we await for? – We await for Jesus.”
“I, like, go a lot of things, and I suffer a lot of things.”
“He looked like absolute fool and absolute moron.”
“But the moment when he sees Jesus, who is going to look stupid? That’s what I’m living for, who is going to look stupid on the day when we see Jesus?”
“I even prayed about this, I go “God, as look around the room, can You give a love for the people? You know, like that it’s not a sermon, it’s not a show, but I see faces, I see eyes, I see relationships, I see memories, times when we hang out, everything else…”
*Comparison:
“Our citizenship is supposed to be in heaven (…) It’s so hard for me to wake up believing I’m on a mission down here. You know, what I mean, because I know if I were in Africa, I’d wake up and go, “I don’t belong here.” I kind of feel that way being Chinese in Simi Valley”
“Tim Shunteer looks like an idiot.”
*Anaphora, repetition:
“What does every counselor tell you to do? Look back. Let’s go back to your past. What happened a few years ago? Oh, yeah? Then what happened when you were an adolescent? Hm… Let’s talk about your early childhood, what happened there? Hm… Maybe some things in the womb, what happened? Was there just stress? Did your mom have any? We’re always going back, looking back. And Paul says, “One thing I do: I forget what’s back there, and I look forward.”
*Comparison:
“I am going to be like a runner just looking at that moment when I face God.”
“You are walking like the enemy of the cross.”
“This is like a factory where we are producing missionaries, and pastors, and sending people around the world.”
*Epithet:
“Many of us don’t even want to die today, because we’ve built such a good home here on Earth.”
“… how some radical Hindis were burning down churches and killing Christians.”
“This is the real thing.”
“We will share our faith only if it’s in a safe time.”
“What a great example! What an amazing example!” (climax (gradation))
“What an amazing guy, what an amazing life!” (anaphora)
“Man, that’s the real thing.”
“When he was talking, it was interesting.”
“You know, him and his white family and three white kids.” (repetition)
“If you are really honest with yourself.”
“And his whole life was about preparing for that moment.”
“When was the last time we even thought about that moment?”
“And then the last passage we’ve read”
“He says, “I’m not perfect.””
“Some of this wording may be awkward to you and it is to me.”
“Weird verbiage, and it’s just a strange sentence structure, I don’t get it! And a lot of it is because of some of the linguistic mindset.”
“I’m not perfect yet.”
“As we want to be perfect, right? Aren’t you sick of being imperfect?, I am sick of you being imperfect.”
“And his eyes get all big.”
“And he will be the biggest looser.”
“But I love his eyes as these’ve gotten so big.”
“That’s harsh, some of you, guys, think that I am harsh.” (epiphora)
“Oh, that looks kind of appealing.”
“You know, what’s interesting to me?”
“I can buy a lot of fun things for myself.”
“But I can’t think of a better way to explain it.”
“That was the best.”
“Do you see this red part?”
“You’ve got a few short years here on Earth, and then you’ve got all the eternity somewhere else.” (anaphora)
“Why would I spend this little red part trying to make myself as comfortable as possible?”
“Oh, you are so stupid.”
“No, you are stupid.”
“I am serious, I look, I look at the way people live and go, “Wow, that is crazy, you are so crazy!” (epiphora, repetition)
“And you think that’s smart and that I’m dumb?”
“Dow here it’s crazy because everyone lives that way, everyone lives for the red part.” (anaphora)
“It’s crazy deception.”
“You’re setting your mind on earthly things, your mind is set on earthly things.” (repetition)
“You know, my favourite part of Tim’s message last weekend was when he said, “Follow me and Cortney and our example as we follow Jesus Christ.”” (repetition)
“That’s awesome.”
“It was almost shocking.”
“He is absolutely right.”
“When I see Jesus, that’s gonna be awesome.”
“There is such a big distinction.”
“I’m not trying to be, like, judgemental or self-righteous.”
“God, I wanna really be sad, like Paul was sad.” (simile)
“He had a tumor in his brain, big guy.”
“You know, it’s a big guy.”
“The red part is over.”
“Paul’s life was so different.”
“That’s stupid.”
“I know, this is heavy.”
“God has always wanted a passionate love relationship.”
*Paraphrasing: 
“That’s all you think about, you are consumed with this.”
“And then he says, “Brothers, join in imitating me.” He says, “Imitate me, do what I’m doing right now.””
“Follow me, live like I do, as I follow Jesus.” (repetition)
“But look at her actions, look how she walks.” (anaphora)
“You know what destruction mean, he is talking about hell.”
“Your God is your appetite, what you hunger for.”
“Your God is not Jesus Christ, your God is your belly, your appetite, whatever you desire.” (antithesis)
“I am hungering for right now, longing for.”
“Their God is their stomach.”
“Their glory is their shame.”
“What have you done this past week that matters in light of eternity? Does that make sense? Like what did you do during this lust week that you will actually see the results of here, OK? What did you this week where you will see the results here, that matters in light of eternity?”
“What have you done this past week that will not be remembered when you reach eternity? What stuff did you do this week that’s just gonna end right here, and it’s all gonna burn, it’s just pointless?”
*Idioms:
“And what blows me away is some of you all you think about is this red part.” (epithet)
“There those who love it down here and there those who are going nuts because they love Jesus so much and can’t wait to be with Him.” (anaphora)
“And it’s until way down the road you realize who they really were.”
“Maybe you are just blown away, like, “Wow, this is so much!”
*Simile:
“I want to be like Paul.” (human-human)
*Enumeration:
“Lisa and I keep contact through texts, email, phone whatever.”
“I count down the hours, the days to where I can get home again.”
“It’s just not the same, you know, calling on the phone, emailing or whatever.”
“Deny yourself, pick up your cross and follow.”
*Metaphor:
“And the New Testament says”
“Bible teaches me that what I do during this little red part determines how I am gonna exist for millions, and millions, and millions of years forever.” (epithet, repetition, polysyndeton)
“Bible tells, “Keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us, keep your eyes on Tim Shunteer, think of his life, keep your eyes on pastor Nayak.” (anaphora)
*Hyperbole:
“Oh, I am so glad I’ve watched 7 thousand movies.”
“I’m using every muscle, exertion, every bit about me.” (repetition)
“Their end is destruction, and he goes, “and it’s killing me”. (personification)
“But here’s what killed me, he says, “for many of whom I often told you and now I’m telling you even with tears walk as enemies of the cross of Christ”, he says, “many”, and he is talking about people who attend church, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ, don’t miss this, many walk.” (repetition, personification)

UNCOVERING MEANING
*Comparison:
I come from a town Manhattan, the very New York City, where people think of Christianity pretty much the way they think in Oxford. 
*Anaphora:
It’s understood that the natural and social sciences have essentially made God and religion unnecessary, that it’s unnecessary for, well, understanding the world, God and religion is unnecessary for having moral ideals, God and religion is unnecessary for living life well. (lexical repetition, epithets) 
*Personification:
And, therefore, history, in a sense, has moved on, and Christianity, in a sense, is a spent force. (metaphor, lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
The only problem is if you actually lift up your eyes and look at the way life is being lived around the world, the problem with that idea is that Christianity isn’t acting like a spent force. (personification, simile)
*Anaphora:
If you take a look at Korea, in the 20th century Korea went from about 1% Christian to about 40% Christian in a hundred years. If you look at China something like that’s beginning to happen in China which, of course, is massively bigger, but it’s growing explosively in China. In Africa at the beginning of the 20th century 9% Christian, at the end of the 20th century 50%. Just one example is in 1955 there were 16 million Catholics in Africa, and today there’s 170 million, and that’s not even the biggest Christian body.  (lexical repetition, epithets) 
*Lexical repetition:
I’m not really thinking just about the numbers, I’m thinking of the diversity of the places where Christianity is growing explosively. (personification)
*Lexical repetition:
The secularization thesis which when I was young was just considered just absolutely true, that is, that the more technologically advanced, the more industrialized, a society gets, the more secular it gets and the less religious it gets. (periphrasis)  
*Epithets:
In fact, if I’m really in a bad mood, and I can be, if somebody says to me, “You know, the world is getting more secular.” I say, “No, some white people are getting more secular, but the rest of the world actually isn’t getting more secular. And white people by the way are shrinking as a percentage of the population of the world.”
*Lexical repetition:
Now what does that got to do with you? Though, a few of you look white. What does this got to do with you?
*Anaphora:
Don’t you want to know what the world is really like? Don’t you want to live in a real world not just the world that you’d like to believe in, but the real world? (epithets) 
*Anaphora:
In that case, you need to understand this movement. You need to understand the fact that the world actually largely is not becoming more secular as it gets more technically, technologically advanced.  
*Epithets:
Boy, if that isn’t a Western imperialistic attitude, and if you would like to be absolutely free of that Western imperialism, stop those thoughts and actually say, “I’d like to find out from the people instead of imposing my idea on them, I’d like to find out from them what is the reason why so many people are turning in this way in our technologically advanced age”. (anaphora)
There is a remarkable amount of, at least the things that I’m going to talk to you about, there’s a remarkable amount of consensus across the world about some things when it comes to Christianity even though there’s plenty of diversity in the Christian Movement. (anaphora)
*Metaphor:
And here’s what I think most of the people would say who are flooding into Christianity across the world.
*Lexical repetition:
They’d say, “Everyone needs meaning, satisfaction, freedom, identity and hope. Meaning, satisfaction, freedom, identity and hope”. (detachment, enumeration)
And they would say not only does Christianity explain why those are needs, why we can’t live without them, not only does Christian explain why we have those deep needs that we just can’t avoid but it also supplies those needs arguably better than any other view of life including the secular view. (epithets, comparison)
*Enumeration:
And I would like to present that to you this week, one night each, you know, meaning tonight, satisfaction, freedom, identity and hope.
*Epithet:
And, of course, it’s not just an intellectual exercise. I do think, you just simply need to know a major part of the future, this is the future. (epiphora)
*Lexical repetition: 
If you go to London or New York, you can see with your own eyes that the future of the world is maybe, maybe there’s certain parts will get more secular but many other parts will not, the future of the world is a polarized world when it comes to religion, not a religionless future. (epithet)
*Parallel construction:
These are human needs, these are your needs. (epithet)
*Polysyndeton: 
You need meaning, and satisfaction, and freedom, and identity, and hope, and maybe you will find that this not only explains, Christianity not only explains it extremely well, but offers maybe unparalleled resources to meet those needs. (lexical repetition) 
*Lexical repetition:
So what I’m gonna do each night is I’m gonna read you a text from the Bible, I’m gonna try to uncover the particular theme for that night from that text. When I read you this text, I will not be, you might say, unpacking it fully, I’m going to choose some themes from the text and show how those themes shed light on our topic. But what I’m gonna read you for tonight when we’re going to be looking at the idea of meaning in life is John chapter 1, the first five verses and then three verses later on, verses 14 to 17, so John chapter 1, verses 1 to 5 and 14 to 17. (periphrasis)
*Anaphora:
This passage indicates three things, that there’s a meaning in life that is discovered, there’s a meaning in life that is created, and there’s a meaning in life who discovers us. There’s a meaning in life that is discovered, there’s a meaning in life that is created, and a meaning in life who discovers us. (lexical repetition, enumeration)
*Epithet:
The most obvious thing about it is that John is talking about something called the word. 
*Periphrasis:
He uses the word “word” four times in the text, in the passage. 
*Lexical repetition: 
And, of course, since he wrote in Greek, he was using a Greek word. And that Greek word was the word “logos”. (epithets)
*Epithets:
And John deliberately uses a word that had an enormous amount of cultural and philosophical freight at that time because the ancient Greek philosophers had talked about the logos and they meant by the logos a spiritual  cosmic order or structure behind the material universe. So if you could discern what the logos was, you would understand the meaning or the reason, logos, the reason for existence, the reason for life, the reason for the universe. (lexical repetition)
*Paradox:
Americans and English people are united, divided by a common language. The big words we all believe in, but it’s the words like truck or lorry, lift or elevator. (epithets)
*Lexical repetition:
Do you say space heater? Room heater? You know the little heater, it’s in our hotel room in case the central heating isn’t working very well and you plug it in. What do you call that? A heater. Americans are just, you know, we’re just too, we overly complexify things. All right, we call it a room heater or a space heater. So now, let’s just say you’ve plugged your space heater in, and you’re in the bathtub and you say, “you know, the water isn’t hot enough, I’d like to heat my water, my bath water with this heater”. And you put the heater it. What will happen? You will die. And you will die because it’s not designed to heat bath water. (epiphora, epithets) 
*Epithet:
In fact, if you plug it into the wrong power source, I might burn down your flat. 
*Lexical repetition:
You’d better read the directions, and the directions actually are an expression of the logos of the heater. That is, the people who designed the heater designed it to work in certain ways. (metaphor, epithet)
*Anaphora:
There’s a purpose, there’s a reason for the heater’s existence. (personification)
*Enumeration:
If you don’t align your use of it with the designer’s purpose for it, you will destroy yourself, electrocute yourself, burn down your flat, whatever. (lexical repetition)
*Epithet:
And so the Greek philosopher said “Well, what if there’s a logos?”
*Epiphora:
And what that means is if we could discern it, and we lived in accordance with it, if we could align ourselves with it, then finally, we would be living along the grain of the universe as it were, we would be living in a way that, as life was meant to be lived.  (anaphora)
*Anaphora:
And if we didn’t, if we didn’t align ourselves with the meaning of life as far as this cosmic order behind the universe, if we didn’t live according to that we’d, in a sense, burn our life down. (epithet, metaphor)
*Enumeration:
Every school, the stoics, the epicureans, the neoplatonists, Plotinus, Aristotel, they all had different takes on it, but they all believed there was a sense, there were moral norms, there were moral absolutes, there was a kind of  cosmic spiritual order behind the material universe. And you had to discover that, it was objective meaning, it was out there, you didn’t make it up, you had to discover it, and you had to align your life with it. (anaphora, epithets)
*Lexical repetition:
And John is saying, the Gospel writer John, Christian writer is saying, “That’s right, there is a Logos, there is a spiritual order to the universe that you must align your life with”. (epithets)
*Epithet:
It’s more of a hint, but it’s a delicious hint. (epiphora, climax)
*Climax:
The word light in the Bible is a metaphor for truth, very common metaphor for truth. (epithet)
*Personification:
Some translations will say, the world has not understood it, and sometimes it says the world has not overcome it.
*Epithets:
A friend of mine is a New Testament scholar, Don Carson, actually says that this Greek word that John uses here, he says is a masterpiece of planned ambiguity. Because what it’s getting across is the fact that we have a deeply ambivalent attitude toward truth.
*Antithesis:
There’s a sense in which we want truth, and on the other hand we don’t like it being imposed on us. 
*Epithets:
We live in an era, a culture, Western culture in which this deeply ambivalent attitude toward truth is very much in play. Because on the one hand, I’m gonna read you two perfectly good examples of secular thinkers who say, there is and there is not meaning in life. So, for example, Steven Jay Gould, who was a paleontologist at Harvard and a public intellectual. Some years ago actually in 1988 Life Magazine, American magazine, asked a group of different thinkers what’s the meaning of life. (climax, antithesis)   
*Anaphora:
In both cases they said there is no purpose of life, I mean, because we are  just here, no one made us, there is no logos, there is no objective out there meaning of life that we have to align ourselves with, there is no meaning of life we discover. (epithet)
*Lexical repetition: 
Because we were not made for purpose, we are not like the heater. (simile)
*Anaphora:
And yet, they both say, but you can, you still need to have purpose in life and you can create that purpose, you can decide what you want to live for, you want to live to be a good parent for your children, you want to live to fight hunger in Africa, you decide what the purpose is. (epithet)
*Lexical repetition:
In fact, Stephen Jay Gould says, it’s liberating, there’s no purpose that you have to discover because we’re not here for any purpose, in a sense, there’s no purpose to human life, but there can be purpose to your life and you create it, isn’t it liberating? (epithet)
*Anaphora:
There’s the ambivalence, see. There’s no truth and yet we need something to live for, there’s no meaning in life and yet you need to have your own meaning in life.
*Epithet:
If you’re a secular person and you realize that there’s, we are not created, we are not here for any particular reason, get over the idea of needing meaning of life, you shouldn’t need meaning of life but you do. (anaphora, lexical repetition) 
A recent book in the States which is a big bestseller is called “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande, he teaches medicine at Harvard Med School, and he’s also a working surgeon in Boston, and in there he tells a story about a man who was a director of a nursing home in Upstate New York.
*Lexical repetition:
And he saw his nursing home patients withering and dying, these were aging patients, old patients. (epithet)
*Epithets:
And he came up with an idea, he did a run around the local health inspectors and he brought in pets, dogs, cats, parrots, parakeets, he brought in plants, all sorts of exotic plants, created a vegetable garden, created a flower garden, didn’t ask anybody’s permission, on every floor! (enumeration, anaphora)    
*Polysyndeton:
So that all the residents suddenly had a garden to attend to, or a pet to feed, or a dog, or a cat to feed.
*Epithets:
And over the next couple of years you should have seen what annual deaths went down 20%, psychotropic drug prescriptions went down 50%, 38%. 
*Lexical repetition: 
Meaning of life is I’ve got a purpose and I make a difference, something I do lives beyond my life, I have a purpose and it makes a difference.
*Epithets:
So we need meaning in life but what we’re being told in our culture, certainly in a secular culture is there’s no discovered meaning, objective meaning out there that I’ve got to align myself with, there’s only created meaning, there’s only meaning that I decide for myself. And I make a purpose and it might be feeding a pet it might be raising a child, it might be, you know, trying to  do something for public justice in the world today, but it’s gonna live on beyond me, it’s gonna make a difference. (anaphora, lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
Because if I’m superfluous, if nothing I do really matters, if nothing I do makes any difference, then I have no meaning in life and you’ve got to  live with meaning in life. So we need meaning in life and secular people said, “well, you can have meaning in life, you create it, you create it. (lexical repetition, epithet) 
*Epiphora:
Is it true that if there’s no God and there’s no meaning I life for the human race, can you still have meaning in life? Even without belief in God or anything beyond this world and this life, can you have meaning in life? (epithet)
*Antithesis:
Yes and no, but a bigger no than a yes. (epithet)
*Anaphora:
But I think, if you say I’m a secular person, I don’t have believe in God, I don’t believe I’m here for a purpose, but I can have meaning in life. (epithet)
*Antithesis:
My answer to you is yes and no.
  *Epithets:
The yes is there’s empirical proof that if even, if you have something more important than just yourself, something more important than just clothing yourself and feeding yourself, something else you’re living for, some other cause that maybe will outlive you, something you’re doing for someone else besides yourself, meaning in life and you live. And that nursing home is a perfect example of it. (lexical repetition)
*Polysyndeton:
But here’s three reasons why I’m going to press you on thus, three reasons why I think that if you don’t believe in God, or you don’t believe in anything beyond this world, or after this life that your meaning in life is far less rational, far less durable, and far less  morally and socially useful. Far less rational, far less durable, and far less morally and socially useful. (lexical repetition, detachment, anaphora)
*Comparison:
I know it sounds strange for a Christin to say to people who are out there who might be secular that I do think that Christianity is much more rational when it comes to meaning in life.
*Epithets:
Thomas Nagel, NYU Professor, very prominent guy, puts it like this in his little book, very short history, a very short intro to philosophy.  
And French philosopher Luc Ferry has a section in his book on brief history of thought in which he does what Tom Nagel says you can always ask, if you don’t believe in God, you don’t believe in anything beyond this world, you can always ask the question “what’s the point of that?” (lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
So why you exercise? Well, the point of exercise is to keep my health good. What’s the point of the health? So I can work. What’s the point of work? So I can make money, so I can care for my family. (lexical repetition, chain of consequences)
*Lexical repetition:
If this life is all there is, and there is no God, and this world is all there is, in the end, it will not matter, whether you’re a genocidal maniac or an altruist, it won’t matter, whether you fight hunger in Africa or some other poor place or whether you’re just incredibly cruel and greedy capitalist and you’re just making money and you’re starving the poor, it won’t matter, because in the end not only will nothing you do make any difference, but eventually nobody will be around to remember what you’ve done and eventually nobody will be around to remember that there is  civilization, in the end it makes no difference.  (epiphora, epithets, alliteration)
And what Nagel and Ferry are being, they’re just being consistent, they’re being philosophers. They’re simply saying, if you say there’s a point to this that I’m doing, and it’s a point to this eventually it’s pointless. You can always ask “What’s the point of that? What’s the point of that?” And in the end, it’s pointless.
*Antithesis: 
They’re philosophers and they think like that, I’m not going to think like that.
*Anaphora:
He said he had a wife who loved him, he had good children, he had a large estate. (epithets)
*Lexical repetition:
Imagine believing Christianity for a minute, just imagine. And you’re having a terrible day, or you’re having a terrible month, you’re having a terrible year. How do you deal with that? One of the ways to do it is to think out the implications of what you believe about the universe. If you really believe Christianity, you say, “Well, you know, there is a God who made me in love, and, even though, I failed Him, He sent His Son  into the world to redeem me, and now, because His Spirit lives in me He’s promised that some day to take me to be with Him, and some day even to renew the whole earth,  and there’s the resurrection of the body and to create a new heavens and new earth, and that means that ultimately the  worst that can happen to me right now which is I die would be the best thing that could happen to me”. And even all these good outcomes are absolutely certain and the best is yet to come. How does the Christian deal with trouble? By thinking, thinking, being rational, thinking out the implications of what we believe about the universe. (ring repetition, epithets, climax, paradox) 
*Lexical repetition:
Because you’re thinking out the implications of your view of life, you’re thinking out the implications of your worldview.
*Epithet:
It’s not a very rational way to have meaning in life, it’s less rational than discovered meaning, it’s less rational. Secondly, it’s less durable. (lexical repetition, comparison) 
*Anaphora:
If you’ve created your meaning rather than discovered it and aligned with it, if you created your own meaning then your meaning in life is some point in this life, there’s something in this life that you said I’m living for that, I’m living for my family, I’m living for this cause, I’m living for this political cause or something  like that.  (lexical repetition, epithet)
*Metaphor:
And that means that suffering when it comes can destroy your meaning in life, totally destroy it. (climax)
*Parallel construction:
If you’re living for your pet, if you’re living for your child, your pet dies, your child dies, you have no meaning in life left. 
*Anaphora:
But if your meaning in life is actually something outside of this world, if your meaning in life is to know God, to please God, to be with God, suffering can actually get you in that direction, it can actually enhance your meaning in life, it can get you closer to Him. (enumeration)
*Epithets:
So Viktor Frankl, for example, who was a Jewish doctor who was put into the death camps during World War II, and he survived. And afterwards, he wrote a book “Man’s Search For Meaning”, and in that he talked about the fact that he could see under the terrible, horrendous conditions of the death camps people reacted and responded in three ways. Some people just became evil. Some good people became evil, they started collaborating with the enemy, they just became bad. Some people just lost hope, they just sometimes literally curled up in a ball and die. But he says, some people stayed noble, brave, self-sacrificing. (climax, anaphora)
*Personification:
He says, if you have a meaning in life that the death camp can’t take away from you, and think about that, if your meaning of life is your career, or money, or your family, or some political cause, or your looks, if your meaning in life is anything that a death camp can take away from you and any created meaning is, then you either become evil or you shrivel up and die. (polysyndeton, epithet)
*Epithets:
He discovered that people who were able to keep with it generally were people who had a meaning in life that was some transcendent reference point, in some cases it was traditional religion, he saw a lot of Jewish people in the camp actually go back to traditional religion and prayers. (lexical repetition)
And even that, transcendent reference point made it possible for him to survive death camps. 
*Periphrasis:
I don’t believe any created meaning in life, something that you just decide is there, because there’s nothing beyond this world, is durable. 
*Epithets:
And anthropologists will say Western societies are the worst societies in the history of the world at preparing people for suffering and death.
*Lexical repetition:
Lastly, it’s way-way-way less useful for, I said morally and socially useful. 
*Epithet:
And in the chronicle there was an article by a woman who was an anthropologist, cultural anthropologist at a college in Rhode Island, I think. (lexical repetition) 
*Anaphora:
And by that she meant, I don’t believe there really are any moral absolutes, I don’t believe there’s something out there objectively that I’ve got to align with. (lexical repetition)
*Epithets:
I believe that all moral values are person specific or culturally constructed, that every culture has its own values and no one culture is better than any other culture and there’s no moral absolutes by which we decide this culture is good, this culture is bad. (lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
If there is no God, you can explain moral feeling, you have moral feelings, I have moral feelings, maybe, they’re the result of evolutionary biology, and these feelings helped our ancestors survive, maybe, these are, maybe, this is our culture. If there is no God, there certainly can be moral feelings and people can be very moral in their behavior but if there’s no God, there’s no basis for moral obligation. Moral obligation is saying, you need to stop doing that in spite of how you feel about it. (parallel construction, epithets, anadiplosis, lexical repetition)
*Personification:
 Moral obligation is saying, you need to stop doing that in spite of how you feel about it. 
*Epithets:
Nietzsche would come to you and say, “Oh, so you don’t believe there’s a God, and yet you believe in human rights and that we should care for the poor”, - he says, “you are still being Christians and you just won’t admit it”. Because the fact that matter is there is no moral obligation, there’s a Russian philosopher that put Nietzsche’s argument very well. 
What Nietzsche would say that does not follow, “if you got here through the strong eating the weak, if that’s the natural order of things how dare you say that it’s wrong when the rest of us do it.”
*Lexical repetition:
But because she didn’t believe in a logos, because she didn’t believe in a discovered meaning, a meaning that she had to align with, she had no basis for saying to somebody else, “you need to stop doing that”. She had a meaning in life, but it was actually morally and socially useless, less durable and less rational. So if Christianity was true, if Christianity was true, what would the meaning in life be? Because up to now and I’m just, I’m only going to be brief on this but up to now, I have shown you that if you don’t believe in God, you have created meaning that, I think, you’re at a great disadvantage in many-many ways. (epithet)      
*Personification:
I haven’t really talked to you what Christianity offers beyond some other religion. 
*Epithet:
I’ll tell you two now, and after we do, listen to one student giving account of her spiritual journey, and we do a question answer, I’ll come back and explain it. 
*Metaphor:
Number one is the logos is a person. Do you all realize how incredible that is? The logos is a person. (lexical repetition) 
*Epithets:
John is saying, “Yes, like the Greek philosophers I believe there’s a structure behind the universe that we need to get in touch with and we need to align ourselves with if we’re going to be living along the grain of the universe. But it’s not a set of abstract principles that you have to use your philosophical acumen to discern. (lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
It’s a person, it’s a person, Jesus Christ, and have a personal relationship with Him. (epithet)
*Epithet:
Do you realize how egalitarian that was? It was a bomb shelling in the history of human thought. (metaphor)
*Metaphor:
Now it’s a meaning in life who’s a Person, and if I enter into a relationship with that Person, I’m in connection with the meaning of the universe.  
*Anaphora:
It’s egalitarian, it’s incredibly personal, it’s not cold and abstract.
*Epithets:
Suddenly the universe isn’t a kind of impersonal things, it’s the creation of a personal God. The logos is a person, think of how radical that was. (metaphor)
He had no love interest, you know, he’s an aristocratic detective.
Dorothy Sayers was one of the early female graduates of Oxford and she wrote detective fiction. 
Harriet Vain was one of the first women graduates of Oxford according to the fictional narrative, and she wrote detective fiction. And some people say, Dorothy Sayers looked into her created world and fell in love with her lonely hero and wrote herself into the story to save him. 
*Lexical repetition: 
I mean, Americans would have gone “Aww”, but you’re British. They would, they would have gone “Aww”, but you’re British.   
*Epithet:
God creates us, we turn away from Him, that’s the biblical narrative. 
And when you have a meaning in life not that you have to use all of your intellectual contemplative powers to somehow discern and never be sure whether you’ve got it right, instead when you have a meaning in life who’s a person, who comes and discovers you, and that answers the problem. (lexical repetition)
*Antithesis:
Because we want truth, but we don’t want a truth that is imposed on us. We don’t like the loss of our freedom, we don’t want a truth that’s imposed on us. (anaphora, lexical repetition) 
*Lexical repetition:
When I was falling in love with my wife, I wanted her to love me, and I wanted to change for her.
*Epithet:
I remember one of the things on the early part of her list was, maybe, I should that I am in England so I’ll be more delicate, maybe, I should say matters of personal hygiene. (anaphora)
*Anadiplosis:
You want to please that person, that person says, these are things I want you to do. 
*Antithesis:
But to give them to the person you love doesn’t feel like imposition, it feels like life itself, life itself. (lexical repetition)
*Antithesis:
The meaning of life isn’t the 10 commandments, though you should obey the 10 commandments, the meaning in life isn’t just, you know, hoping to please your wife so when you go to heaven she’ll be proud of you. (anaphora, epiphora)
*Anaphora:
There’s norms, of course, there’s things you’re supposed to do if you’re a Christian, but do it because you love Me, do it because of what I’ve done for you when I came to Earth, went to the cross and died for you. (lexical repetition)
 *Epithet:
There’s a hymn writer, seventeenth century, American hymn writer has got a Christmas carol.
*Parallel construction:
Your God extended on the straw, that changed history and that’ll change your life. 
*Metaphor: 
The logos is a Person. 
*Epithets:
Now you’re going to see right now a short account by Oxford student about her own spiritual journey. 
*Idiom:
And then, I’ll wrap up and we’ll call it a night.
*Epithet:
I mentioned that that passage which, of course, I’ve just barely touched on, it’s a very rich passage, says three things about the logos.   
*Metaphor:
John says that the logos is a person, not just an abstract principle. (antithesis, epithet)
*Epithets:
Probably, that statement about God’s glory and the reference to Moses is supposed to make us think about a place in the Old Testament, in the Hebrew Scripture, in the book of Exodus where at one point Moses says to God, “Show me Your Glory”.
*Anaphora:
We’re all dissatisfied, we’re all living with a lack of satisfaction.
*Epithet:
Moses had a sense that if he saw God’s glory, His absolute beauty, that would be, perhaps, the thing he was looking for all his life. 
*Anaphora:
He tried to find it in marriage, he tried to find it in politics, he tried to find it in career, but he said, “Show me Your glory”.
*Epithets:
The key is probably the fact where the Greek text is translated, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. The Hebrew word there is a very unusual word, it’s the word “tabernacled”, it literally He pitched His tent, He tabernacled among us. (periphrasis)
*Metaphor:
And it seems to be a reference to Jesus being the tabernacle in the Old Testament in Israel the tabernacle and the temple was a place where God’s holy shekhinah glory presence dwelt in the holy of holies behind the curtain, behind the veil. And no one could go back there only the high priest once a year on a yom kippur, the day of atonement, it was a way of saying God’s glory is not something that can come into your life because there’s a gap between God and us, there’s a chasm, we failed, and three’s guilt, there’s things like that. (epithets, lexical repetition, periphrasis) 
*Metaphor:
Jesus, in a sense, is the priest that ends all priests, He’s the temple that ends all temples, He’s the sacrifice that ends all sacrifices. (parallel construction)
*Epithet:
An Anglican minister I know some years ago told a story.
*Lexical repetition:
And probably the right answer is it’s really not exactly a religion, at least not as human beings think of religion, it’s not really religion, it’s a divine person. (epithets)
*Epithet:
We’re going to explore how He bridged that gap and what it means that He is the final tabernacle and temple in the coming weeks. (metaphor) 

UNCOVERING SATISFACTION
*Enumeration:
We’re looking at last night meaning, tonight satisfaction, freedom, identity and hope.
*Personification:
And Christianity, I’m arguing, not only explains why we need those things but supplies those needs arguably in ways that are better than any other view. That’s what I’m arguing right now. (comparison, lexical repetition)
*Epithet:
And one question came up last night which is actually a great question. (lexical repetition) 
*Anaphora:
Even if what I’m showing you Christianity offers is a very powerful thing, if you find it compelling, if it resonates, you say, “Wait, that would be great.” (personification, epithet)
How do you know? How can you be sure of anything?
There is no comprehensive view of things whether you are a secular person, or a Buddhist, or a Christian. There is no comprehensive view of things that can be demonstrably proved in one, what we call in America, some slam dunk argument that everybody agrees must be true. (epithets, polysyndeton)
*Rhetorical questions:
In some ways you can’t prove anything, finally, right? Didn’t you see the Matrix?
*Lexical repetition:
There’s no proof, that you aren’t in a vat somewhere with plugs coming out of the back of your head, there’s no proof, there’s no way to know that. (anaphora)
*Epithet:
And yet, you can come to understand truth, but it’s never through one demonstrable argument, it’s accumulatively.  
*Parallel Construction:
There’s rational arguments, there’s personal arguments, there’s even social arguments, you see how it works itself out in people’s lives. (epithets)
*Antithesis: 
I’m not going to necessarily be unpacking all those arguments in the evening, I am going to be each night, though, showing you a reason why you ought to be trying to find out if it’s true. I’m going to be motivating you to take the time and even be patient. (anaphora) 
*Personification:
I think a lot of folks in places like Oxford or Manhattan where I’m from won’t sit still to even think about the reasons why Christianity might be true, because they say, “It doesn’t offer me anything.” That’s just not true. It offers you the things I’m mentioning tonight and every night this week. (lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
They resonate so deeply, you begin to ask the question, “Well, if they resonate this deeply, maybe, that’s telling us something about the nature of things.”
*Antithesis:
I’m not going to be unpacking it tonight, I’m going to be referring to it. 
*Idiom:
There’s some themes in here that, I think, will shed light on our topic. 
*Anaphora:
First of all, I’d like you to see that there’s such a thing as spiritual hunger, I’d like you to think with me about the reality of spiritual hunger. (epithet, lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
Jesus uses a metaphor, it’s clearly a metaphor. He says, “God offers you the Bread of life, the Bread from heaven.” And it’s a metaphor in a couple of ways. (metaphor)
*Alliteration:
In those days people usually didn’t have meat for a meal, only the rich people had meat all the time. (epithet)
*Anadiplosis: 
You and I can think of meat as the center of the meal, actually, for many people bread was. Bread was the thing that kept you on your feet. (personification)
*Metaphor: 
The book of Exodus says that God every day sent manna.
*Anadiplosis:
The book of Exodus says that God every day sent manna. Manna was, looked like frost on the ground. (simile)
*Metaphor:
God gives you the bread of heaven.
*Lexical repetition:
It’s a metaphor for what can only be called spiritual fulfillment, spiritual satisfaction, maybe, you can say spiritual contentment. (epithets)
*Climax:
Most of us, maybe, all of us are seeking that spiritual satisfaction, contentment and fulfillment in things that will disappoint us. (epithet, enumeration)
*Epiphora:
Food that spoils doesn’t mean it spoils immediately, but food that spoils is Jesus’ metaphorical way of saying that there’s a spiritual hunger that we all have. There’s a desire for fulfillment and contentment that we all have. (epithets, lexical repetition)
*Epithet:
And that we look for it in the wrong places.
*Alliteration:
Let me put the thesis like that because this is the thesis that I’m going to be testing with you tonight. (lexical repetition) 
*Anaphora:
When you are young, you don’t even recognize it as such, you’re looking for something beyond the things that ordinary life can give you. When you’re young, you’re pretty sure that if I get the right love partner, if I get the right spouse, if I get the right career, if I make some money, if I, if this and that, if, if these things happen in the future, I’m going to live a satisfied life. (epithets)
*Epiphora:
You’re looking for something that experiences will never be able to give it to you, they will never be able to give it to you, because they spoil as it were. 
*Anaphora:
That the things that you thought, certainly, are going to satisfy me, certainly, are going to fill me up, certainly, are going to give me sense of that, that, you know, I am content with life, they are not going to be able to do it.   
*Lexical repetition:
And then you’re going to begin to see, I am spiritually hungry. If you don’t know you are spiritually hungry right now, it’s because you don’t recognize the spiritual hunger as for what it is, it’s because you naively think that things out there, ordinary life is going to give you those things, it won’t. (epithet, anaphora)
*Anticlimax:
That’s Jesus’ thesis, it’s my thesis.
*Epithets:
There’s a lot of testimonies, so I’m about to tell you, don’t just take it from me, there’s the, you know, the well-known classical writer Horace who simply said this, “No one lives content.” (anaphora)
*Metaphor:
I am just jumping around the centuries here.
*Epithets:
He’s beginning this little phenomenological description of what I’m talking about.
*Lexical repetition: 
As he is content in a situation or in an experience, he immediately realizes, I’m not going to be able to hold on to it and immediately it begins to turn sour. (metaphor)
*Epithet:
Or, you know, Henrik Ibsen, you know, the Norwegian playwright has an interesting place. 
*Lexical repetition: 
If you ask Ibsen scholars what is the life lie, he talks about that in number of places. The life lie according to Ibsen is the lie that this, or this, or this is actually going to make you happy because nothing will. That’s the life lie. (alliteration)
*Anaphora:
In other words, you assume that you’ll feel secure, you’ll feel valuable, you’ll feel worthwhile if you get this or this or this. (lexical repetition)
*Personification:
And at some point, life will take away your life lie and then you’ll be destroyed.
*Epithet:
Certainly tells you a lot about what’s happening in New York, lots of great commentary.
*Lexical repetition:
But there was a woman who used to write for it named Cynthia Heimel, and Cynthia Heimel was a columnist who lived in New York for many years.
*Epithets:
When they were working as the hatcheck behind the cosmetic counter at Macy’s or a guy who was a bouncer for a local club, and then they made it in show business, and now they’re big celebrities.
*Anaphora:
Now she is referring to the fact that people who thought if I get that, if I make it in Hollywood, If I become an actor or an actress who gets 20 million dollars for a movie then everything will be fine.
*Epiphora:
And then she says, last thing she says.
*Epithet:
By the way, she is not a Christian writer but that is profoundly biblical. 
*Epiphora:
Not me, I’ll be different. No, you won’t. You won’t be different. Nobody ever has been different. (anadiplosis)
*Epithet:
And if were able to grasp that now, the deep disappointment awaits you.
*Lexical repetition:
That the things you’re sure are going to make you happy, you are sure are going to fulfill you will not. 
*Epiphora:
And if you knew that right now, it would change the course if your life. I’m trying to help that happen, by the way, right now. 
*Climax:
It’s a terrific song, explaining what Cynthia Heimel says, what Horace says, what Ibsen says, what I am saying. (epithet)
*Epithets:
And that is this, except I have a local lad who made good eventually, a guy named CS Lewis who actually put it in the most, perhaps, classic way in his BBC radio talk on hope,  I think, it is that chapter.
*Epiphora:
So the thesis is IT, you’re looking for IT, and it takes usually a number of years to even realize you’re looking for IT. 
*Lexical repetition:
You think, “I just want to live life, that’s all, I just want to live life.”
*Climax: 
No, you’re looking for something that ordinary life can’t give you, that life, actually, can’t give you. (metaphor, epithet)
*Lexical repetition:
And you don’t realize how discontent you are, you don’t really understand how deep the desires of your heart are, you don’t know how deep your heart goes. (personification)
*Epithets:
I’d like to give you seven strategies that people take with their spiritual hunger, there’s seven ways to go about handling your spiritual hunger. There’s basically two ways but I’m going to break each one down into four categories and three. There’s two ways, you can either decide when you begin to experience disappointment, you can either begin to decide that it is out there, I haven’t gotten it yet but it’s still out there, or you may decide, it doesn’t exist. There’s four things to do on the way to, if you think that it is out there, there’s really four categories of strategy for a spiritual hunger. (epiphora, anaphora)
*Anadiplosis:
I call it the young strategy. The young strategy is to say, well, is to not know you’re unhappy. (epithets)
*Idiom:
If you dot your i’s and cross your t’s, if you do well here, you get a good job, you play your cards right that, you actually are unhappy, you just don’t recognize it, you just feel like, “Oh, of course, I’m unhappy, I haven’t gotten out there to do all the things that I’m going to do.” (anaphora, epithet)
*Epithets:
I call it the young and naive approach is not to even recognize how spiritually hungry you are.
*Lexical repetition:
The second approach is what I call the angry approach. (epithet)
*Anaphora:
For example, if you are the, if you are the victim of prejudice or discrimination, or if you are in society that is not open to a lot of the things that you want to do, or if there are individuals actually who have wronged you, if you get into business. (polysyndeton) 
*Polysyndeton:
Instead of assuming that it is not out there or that it is out there, you just assume everything would be fine if it wasn’t for him, or for her, or for that, or for this policy. (lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
And so you become an activist or you become, you know, you become a vigilante and you go after the person. 
In other words, you get angry and that kind of gives you meaning in life for a while, it’s even kind of satisfying, by the way.
*Epithets:
A third strategy, besides the young and naive and the angry strategy, third strategy is, I guess, what you call the driven strategy. (lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
You just assume that, even though, I haven’t found it yet, I got to, I need to get rid of this spouse and get a better spouse, I need to get rid of this job and get a better job, I need to get rid of this house and get a better house. (parallel construction, epithets)
*Semantically false chain:
And so you just go through houses, and spouses, and jobs, and lives. (polysyndeton)
*Anaphora:
I haven’t done well enough, I haven’t gone far enough up the job ladder, or I haven’t, I haven’t… Nobody loves me, and nobody wants to date me, and something is wrong with me. I’m ugly, I’m stupid, I, you know, I have personal hygiene problems. (epiphora)
*Epithets:
Actually, Francis Spufford who’s written, a British writer, who’s written a hilarious book called “Unapologetic”.
*Anaphora:
You start to hate yourself, you start to get depressed. 
It’s imaginary, it’s wrong. 
*Epithet:
There’s the altruistic way, there are many people who say I thought it was something I would find in acquisition and in success, and in getting things, and now I realize it is not in things. 
*Lexical repetition:
And so you become altruistic, that is you start to, you know, you become a social activist, or you become an advocate for the poor, or you just lose yourself in doing good, you lose yourself in works of charity or justice. (epithet) 
*Epithet:
Charles Taylor, by the way, Canadian philosopher has written a great book, a “Secular Age”, talks about the fact that if you do that, if you say, “I’m actually going to find myself by caring for other people”, he actually says that that very often can lead to despising the poor. 
*Epithets:
You have to have a tremendous amount of internal contentment in order to go out there and help needy people.
*Anaphora:
If you don’t, if you try to find it, if you try to find satisfaction or contentment through helping other people you’ll come to despise them because they are hard to help, people don’t want to be helped.
*Epithet: 
You’ll end up becoming incredibly paternalistic and despising the very people you are supposed to be helping because it’s an incredible drain.
*Epithets:
And this is, I think, your average British sophisticated secular person over the age of forty-five, this is what this person gets. 
*Anaphora:  
Nobody is ever satisfied, nobody is ever content. I’ve stopped chasing rainbows, I’ve stopped crying after the moon. (idiom) 
*Climax:
Very often they are very condescending toward other people, incredibly condescending. Anybody who seems to be happy, they just laugh at, they scoff at.
*Enumeration:
But worse than that is if you decide the thing I’m trying to get, the fulfillment, the meaning, the contentment, the joy, the happiness.
*Antithesis: 
I mean what makes you a human being and not an animal is that you want those things. It’s what makes you a human being and not an animal is that you want love, and you want meaning, and you want satisfaction. (anaphora)
*Epiphora:
Buddhism actually has a version of this, Stoicism, the old Stoicism was a version of this.
*Anaphora:
That also hardens your heart, I think, that also dehumanizes you. 
*Epithet:
And so we get down to this very-very famous place in that chapter by CS Lewis.
And, of course, the biblical answer is “no”.
*Anaphora: 
What is the solution? What is Christian solution to this? (epithet)
*Epithets:
Briefly an analysis and then finally the actual offer. An analysis, the best analysis I know of is the great writer, Christian theologian St. Augustine. (lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
Augustine says what really makes you what you are is not so much what you believe, not so much what you think, not even so much what you do, but it’s what you love, especially what you love most. (climax)
*Parallel construction: 
The problem is you don’t love the most important things most, and the least important things least, and the middle things middle. 
*Chiasmus:
You love things you should love most least, and the things you should love least most. 
*Anaphora:
If you love your career more than your family, you will destroy your family, because you love is disordered. There is nothing wrong with loving your career but not out of order. If you love making money more than you love justice, then you’ll exploit your workers because your loves are out of orders. Nothing wrong with loving making money, actually, but not in that order. And if you love your children more than you love God, you will smother them with your expectations, you will drive them away, you will crush them, because they will the source, you think of all your happiness, they won’t be. (parallel construction)
*Periphrasis:
We were made by tri-personal God, Trinitarian God, God Father, Son and Holy Spirit in one God, that’s the Christian understanding. (epithets)
*Lexical repetition: 
And then we’re made in His image according to the Bible and, therefore, we’re made to love Him supremely.  
*Anaphora:
Don’t detach your heart, don’t harden your heart, don’t say, “Oh, I guess, it’s not out there” and turn yourself into something hardened. 
*Anaphora:
The problem is not that you love too much, the problem is that you don’t love God more anything else, don’t love anything less, love God more. (lexical repetition)
*Personification: 
And when you love God supremely, then, and only then does the contentment start to come.  (climax)
*Epithets: 
If you love anything that you can lose, anything in this world, number one: it won’t be big enough to fill your heart, your heart’s deeper than you know, and number two: it’s too fragile. (anadiplosis, lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
One of the things that my wife and I know is that we’ve got three sons, we’ve got daughters-in-law, we’ve got grandchildren, we’ve got a loving family. (epithet)
*Lexical repetition: 
And we know that if even you’re lucky enough, even if you’re fortune enough to live a long time, if you do live a long time, you will see every other person that matters to you in the ground. And you’re the fortune one because you have a long life. (euphemism, epithets)
*Lexical repetition:
Or you’ll be hardening it in order to deal with, how it tears you up if you love anything more than you love God, you’ve got to love God supremely. 
*Epithets:
And instead of looking to these things as the deepest source of your contentment, you can enjoy them for what they are. Instead of looking at money as the way that you get contentment or your career as the way you get contentment, it just becomes work, a great way to use your gifts, it just becomes money, a great way to supply your family, it doesn’t become your source of contentment, He is. (parallel construction, lexical repetition, epithet)
*Periphrasis:  
If you say, so you’re telling me I just need to have an experience of God, I just have to experience God, no.
*Anaphora:
You need to love God more than you love Kathy, you need to love God more than you love your career, you need to love God, you just need to love God. (parallel construction)
*Rhetorical question: 
Does your heart work like that, just tell it what to do?
*Anaphora:
I have this wonderful bread, I have this spiritual power, I have this connection with God, and I’m the dispenser of it. Come to Me, and I’ll dispense it to you, and I’ll give you this wonderful feeling, no! (epithets, metaphor)
*Metaphor:
He say, “I am the Bread of life.” “I am the Bread of life.” (lexical repetition)
*Paradox:
Outside of salt and a couple of minerals, everything that you eat has died that you may live. Every single thing you eat has died that you might live. (periphrasis) 
*Epithet:
That’s how it works, substitutionary sacrifice.
*Metaphor:
And when Jesus Christ says, “I am the Bread of the world, I am the Bread of life.” 
*Anaphora:
Here’s what He’s saying, “I am God become breakable, I am God become killable, I am God become vulnerable.” 
*Epiphora:
And I’ve come to earth to die on the cross for your sin. You say, “Sin?” 
*Anadiplosis:
What you owe Him? You owe Him love.
*Idiom:
If you were to take a child and raise that child up, and work your fingers to the bone to send that child to college, and afterwards the child sent you a Christmas card occasionally, hardly gave you the time of day. (lexical repetition)
*Epiphora:
That’s wrong! It’s wrong!
*Lexical repetition:
And the fact that we don’t live for God, and we don’t love Him supremely is wrong!
*Epiphora:
If something wrong has been done, you need to pay for it, or the person needs to pay for it.
*Paradox:
And Jesus Christ says, I’ve come  that you might live, I’m broken so you can be whole. 
*Anadiplosis:
You’ll never get contentment unless you see that, unless you see that love. 
*Lexical repetition:
You can’t force your heart to love and just a kind of God in the air, a God of love, an abstract God. (epithet)
*Anaphora: 
That’ll never change you. This will change it. And this will begin to give you it. (lexical repetition)
*Epithet: 
And Pi is exploring various religions.
But then he talks to a Catholic priest, and the priest starts to tell about the Gospel story, about Jesus Christ coming to earth and dying on the cross for our sins. (lexical repetition) 
We’re going to listen to a videotaped account of an Oxford student who is going to tell you about a spiritual journey that he’s been on.
*Epithets:
When Jesus says, “I’m the Bread of life”, what that means is, He’s not a dispenser of some kind of spiritual power, He’s not a prophet or a sage, He’s not some that you if you push the right buttons, do the right things, somehow you’ll get this feeling. When He says, “I’m the Bread of life”, what He means is you have to receive Me to get this contentment, He’s not just going to give you some feeling of contentment, you have to get Him. (anaphora, lexical repetition)
*Periphrasis:
And, of course, the, what we call the Lord’s Supper, the breaking of the body of Christ, the pouring out of the cup. 
*Lexical repetition:
The only reason why we can have life is because on the cross, Jesus’ body was broken and the only reason why our thirst can be quenches is because on the cross, Jesus said, “I thirst” and took our punishment.  
*Anaphora:
It’s only as I believe in Him and say, “I want You in my life, I want a relationship with You.” Only when you receive Him. (lexical repetition)
*Anadiplosis:
You do need to get to know Jesus Himself, it’s very different than the other religions, the other religions are sages and prophets that come and say, “Here are the things you must do to get to God”. Jesus is the only founder of a major religion who says, “I’m God come to get you”. (antithesis, epithet, comparison)
*Polysyndeton:
And, therefore, to get eternal life, and to get contentment, and to get meaning, and to get freedom, and to get identity, and to get hope, you have to get Me Myself. (epithet, lexical repetition)

HOW TO DEAL WITH DARK TIMES
*Metaphor: 
I must apologize to you about the sermon I am to preach because the service is filled with joy, the worship up to now has brought us to a mountain top, and now I’m going to take you into the valley. I do seriously need to, at least, warn you that there is a mountain top on the other side of this valley.
*Epithet:
It has to do with what, how Christians should act when they are going through very dark times.
*Metaphor: 
But there really is as we go into the valley, there really is something wonderful on the other side. (epithet, lexical repetition)
*Anadiplosis:
Now, the Bible, especially the book of Psalms is filled with prayers by suffering people, people who are going through darkness. (metaphor)
*Metaphor:
But virtually all of them end on a note of hope.
*Polysyndeton:
So almost all the prayers that you read in the Psalms by people who are in difficult times, that are going through suffering, by the end of the prayer, there is always some note in which the psalmist says, “I see You here, or I know I will see Your goodness in the land of the living, or I know You are with me, or something along those lines.” (epithet)
*Lexical repetition:
But there are two psalms, and we’re looking at one of them, there are two psalms in the Psalter, psalm 39 and psalm 88 that do not end on a note of hope at all. (metaphor) 
*Epithets:
And actually, even though in English translation the last line is “darkness is my closest friend”, in Hebrew the last word of the psalm id “darkness” in other words the very-very end. And more literal translation would be “and my only friend, my closest friend now is darkness.”
*Anaphora:
What kind of prayer ends like that? What kind of prayer ends not in hope but in darkness? (antithesis)
*Personification:
What is this prayer doing in the Bible? 
*Anticlimax: 
It is here, I think, to teach us a number of things, 4 things. 
*Paradox:
Darkness can be something that lasts a long time for a believing Christian. A believing Christian can be in darkness for a good while. (anadiplosis) 
*Lexical repetition:
Secondly, however, it will teach us, there is no better place to learn about grace of God than in dark times, and also there is no better place, thirdly, to become a person of greatness than in dark times, and lastly, darkness can be relativized. (epithets, epiphora)
*Lexical repetition:
So he’s actually trusting God as Savior. He is trusting God as Savior, and he’s praying.
*Epiphora: 
He says, every day I’m praying to You, and I’m coming to You, and I’m calling to You, and I’m trusting You as Savior. (polysyndeton)
*Epithet:
Outer darkness has more to do with the circumstances of your life.
*Antithesis:
We don’t really know exactly what’s happening to this man, we do know that he’s losing all of his friends.
*Lexical repetition:
We also know that he seems to be facing death, at least it’s either imminent or possible because those questions where he says, “Do the dead rise and praise You?”, “Is Your righteousness known in the land of oblivion?” He’s clearly facing death. (epithet)
*Anaphora:
But actually, I always find that in the book of Psalms when I’m reading these prayer by a person suffering, and I don’t quite know what the person is going through, it’s easier to make my own, it’s easier for me to enter in and have it help me. 
*Parallel construction: 
So outwardly is the circumstances of his life are darkness, but inwardly, he’s experiencing darkness too. 
*Anaphora:
He feels abandoned, he feels God is angry with him and has rejected him, he feels that God is gone.
*Epithets:
So he’s experiencing both outward darkness and inward darkness, and he’s praying and he’s trusting God, his Savior, and by the end of the prayer he’s still in darkness. (lexical repetition)
*Anaphora:
And the teaching is that you can be a believing Christian, you can be trusting God for your salvation, you can be praying and doing what you think you should be doing and yet it doesn’t get any better for a long time. (paradox)  
*Anaphora: 
Well, first of all, it teaches us something, it teaches us about the realism of the Bible. (climax)
*Epithets:
Let me quote from that great work of art “The Princess Bride”, that movie “The Princess Bride”. And there’s a great line in that great work of art, goes like this, “Life is pain, Highness. Anyone who says differently is selling something.” (lexical repetition)
*Personification:
The Bible isn’t selling something.
*Anaphora: 
If you’re thinking about becoming a Christian, if you’re wondering whether I should have anything to do with Christianity, I want you to know Christianity is realistic, it’s not selling you anything. It tells you, you can do everything right and you can have pretty long times in which the darkness just doesn’t lift. (lexical repetition, personification, epithet)
*Lexical repetition:
They say, “When I became a Christian, I figured that now that I’m a Christian, now that I’m walking with God, nothing really bad can happen to me.” (periphrasis)
*Epithets: 
If that’s your expectation, now I’m a Christian, I am kind of safe, bad things can’t happen to me, I’m a Christian, you know, I’m a good person now I’ve cleaned up my life, that real bad things can’t happen to me. (lexical repetition)
*Climax:
I know Somebody better than you, way better than you, Jesus Christ. (comparison)
*Epithet: 
And He did not have a great life.
*Anaphora:
He was rejected, He was tortured and killed. (climax)
*Epithets:
Expectations are a big part of how you handle suffering, because the suffering is painful and terrible. But what if on top of that, and this is your fault if you do it, the suffering may not be your fault, but false expectations, the idea that now that I’m following Jesus bad things really can’t happen to me, even though then happened to Jesus, but they won’t happen to me. (lexical repetition, epiphora)
*Parallel construction: 
That’s not what the Bible says, that’s not what Jesus says. (personification)
*Personification: 
And your expectations if they’re aligned with reality knowing that the Bible is not selling anything to you, if they’re aligned with reality, it can help you enormously face the troubles. (lexical repetition)
*Epithet:
Because very often half the pain that you’re experiencing is not from the suffering, it is from those false expectations.
*Antithesis:
You should be glad, you know, this is the worst of the four points and yet there’s a mercy in it.
*Personification: 
Adjust, the Bible is not selling anything.
*Epithet:
There’s a realism about Christianity, and therefore, you really can stay in darkness a fairly long time and be a Christian and pray to God. (metaphor)
*Paradox:
The dark times are really the best place and time to learn about the grace of God. (epithet)
*Lexical repetition:
Some of this prayer is not really a prayer, it’s an interrogation. 
*Epithets:
These are sarcastic rhetorical questions.
*Anaphora: 
I want to be your witness, I want to tell the world about you. (periphrasis)
*Parallel construction:
Some people would call this intemperate, some people would call it blasphemous.
*Anaphora:
But, of course, he is not controlling his heart, he is not being deferential, he is not being respectful, he is not saying, “Thy will be done”. 
*Hyperbole:
All my life I’ve been in danger of death, all my life you’ve been abandoning me. (anaphora)
*Lexical repetition:
You’ve never been there for me, God, never. (hyperbole)
*Anaphora: 
And there’s a tendency for us to do so when we’re in despair, when we’re just out of our minds with anger, and grief, and fear, and despair. (idiom, polysyndeton)
*Epithet:
We tend to read everything in our life through that moment, instead of standing back and say, “Well, Lord, in the past You did many good things for me.”
*Antithesis:
And some of the psalms do that, this guy is not doing that, this prayer is not doing that. (parallel construction)
*Anaphora: 
He’s exaggerating, he’s cross-examining God, he’s being incredibly disrespectful, if not blasphemous.
*Periphrasis: 
He is saying to God, “God, darkness is a better friend than You are right now”, “I’d rather have darkness than You”, “Even darkness is more of a comfort than You are”. (comparison)
*Idiom:
And you have to ask yourself a question, “Why in the world is this prayer in the Bible?”
*Epithet:
But many years ago I read just two sentences in a little commentary by Derek Kidner.
*Simile: 
He said something that just went through me like a shaft.
*Anaphora:
It changed my life not only toward these prayers, but it changed my life in understanding how to handle darkness.
*Lexical repetition:
The very fact that God put these in the Psalter, God put them there, they’re there, because God put them there. (alliteration)
*Anaphora: 
See, you don’t have God looking at this prayer saying, “I don’t want that in My Bible! My goodness! I don’t want anybody to think that it’s ok to pray like that! I don’t want to identify Myself as the God of someone who prays like that!”
He’s a God of grace, He’s understanding, He knows how we speak when we’re desperate. 
*Idiom:
Oh, my word!
*Anaphora: 
He says, “I am your God not because you put on a happy face in the morning, I am your God not because you say everything right, not because you do everything right, I am your God because I am a God of grace.” (epithet, metaphor, epiphora)
*Comparison:
I can tell you, I can ultimately just say I’ve learnt ten times more about the grace of God in dark times than I ever did in times of prosperity. 
*Anaphora: 
Well, it’s true that he’s not doing things right, he’s saying a lot of things he shouldn’t be saying, he’s insulting God, he’s saying quite a few things he shouldn’t’ve been saying.
*Epithets:
Not only your dark times are the best places to learn about the grace of God, but they’re also the best places to become a person of greatness. (lexical repetition)
*Lexical repetition:
It’s true that he’s not doing things right, he’s saying a lot of things he shouldn’t be saying, he’s insulting God saying quite a few things he shouldn’t be saying, but he is saying them to God and that reminds us of the entire book of Job. (anaphora)
*Anaphora:
Does Job serve God for not? Does Job serve God for nothing?
*Lexical repetition:
He is questioning the idea that Job really serves God or really loves God. (epiphora)
*Anaphora:
Job is in a transactional relationship with You, God. Job is doing x, y, z, but only because You do x, y, z. Job is praying, and he’s going and he’s making, doing sacrifices, and he’s obeying your commands but because You answer his prayers, and You bless him, and You give Your peace, and You do all these things. (epiphora, epithet, polysyndeton)
*Epithets: 
Give him outer darkness and inner darkness. (lexical repetition) 
*Epiphora:
Have you ever thought that somebody liked you for you? That they actually just loved you? Or liked you? And then, you found out they were using you, because they felt like, well, you could open a door for them. (idiom)
*Epithet: 
And that’s a horrible feeling of being used.
*Epiphora:
You feel like, “Hey, I thought you liked me, and you’re just using me”.
*Anaphora: 
The author of the book of Job wants us to see that Satan is saying that about us, Satan is saying, “Do we really serve God for not? Do we serve God for nothing? Do we really love for Himself? Or are we in a transactional relationship?” (epithet)
*Anaphora:
And I think, that the honest answer, please, don’t answer that, I am just a preacher, I think, the right answer is to some degree “yeah”, at least we all start out that way, let’s be honest about it, we all come to God, it doesn’t mean that you don’t really trust in Christ as Savior. I’m not saying you haven’t really said, “I really want to believe and I really want to follow Jesus”, but to a great degree in the beginning we come because we got a problem or because we got a need, or there’s an emptiness or something, and we come because we want something. (epithet, lexical repetition, epiphora)
*Alliteration:
And if we stay in that state, we’ll be up and down depending on how things are going. (idiom)
*Metaphor:
There’s still a self-centeredness in the middle of our Christianity.
*Lexical repetition:
And we really get cast and get upset.
*Epithet:
He’s always saying terrible things to God.
*Antithesis: 
Job has honored Me and you have not.
*Lexical repetition:
You see, Job was being angry and he was complaining, and he was being angry, but he was being angry and complaining to God, he never walked away from God. (epiphora)
*Lexical repetition:
He stayed with God when he was getting nothing out of it, which means at the end, Satan was defeated. And what’s happening here is this man even though he is not in any way praying the way he ought to pray, he’s still praying. He says, “darkness is my closest friend”, but he’s saying it to God, which means Satan is defeated. Which means if you go through darkness and you don’t feel God is there but you hold on anyway and you say, “You know what? You’re God, and I’m not”. (anaphora)
*Anaphora:
But I’m still gonna pray, I’m still gonna go to church and worship, I’m still gonna love my neighbor, I’m still gonna do the things I ought to do. 
*Antithesis:
That will turn you into a person not self-centered, not in a transactional relationship, up and down all the time, it’ll turn you into a person of endurance, of stability, of strength, of greatness. (climax, epithets, idiom)
*Alliteration:
At the end of the book “Lord of The Rings”, the book, not the movie, Sam, you know, the friend of Frodo, they’re on their way to Mountain Doom and they’re getting close to the end, and their strength is almost out. (antithesis, lexical repetition)
*Ring repetition:
And Sam looks up to the top of mountain Doom and he suddenly realizes, “We’re gonna die, no matter what happens we’re gonna die.” 
*Epithet:
And the thought comes to him, “Just lay down, curl up into a little ball and go to sleep.” (personification)
*Personification: 
And then what the text tells us, then something begins to happen, and it says this, quote, “But even as hope dies in Sam or seemed to die, it was turned to a new strength.”
*Chiasmus:
He was being turned into something of greatness. And it’s in the darkness where you throw away that transactional approach. It’s almost like when bad things happen, God is looking at you and saying, “Ok, now we’re gonna figure out whether you got into the Christian faith to get Me to serve you, or in order that you would serve ME, now we’re gonna find out.” (epithets)
*Anaphora: 
Now we’re gonna see, whether you’re serving me or yourself, whether you’re loving me or yourself.  
*Anaphora: 
And when you say, “Ok, I’m gonna love You, I’m gonna serve You. It’s gonna change, it’s gonna make you an unflappable person, it’s gonna make you, you know, what it made Sam.” (epithet, epiphora)
*Parallel construction:
He believed his darkness was objective, and he believed his darkness was permanent. 
*Antithesis: 
He is not saying, “I just feel that You’re not here, God”, he’s saying, “You’re not there.” And he doesn’t say that this is temporary, he says, this is permanent. In other words, this man believed that his darkness was absolute, not relative, it wasn’t temporary, it wasn’t subjective, verses objective. 
*Anaphora: 
But we know he’s wrong, we know his suffering actually was relative, it was temporary, and that God really was there for him.
*Periphrasis:     
Well, because the psalmist, the man who wrote the psalm, was a man named Heman, not Haman who is the villain from the book of Easter, Heman. (lexical repetition) 
*Lexical repetition:
The Psalms, the book, the Psalms is one of the greatest works of literary history in the history of the world. Everybody understand that whether you’re Christian or not. And that means that this man wrote some of the greatest literary art, musical art in the history of the world. (epithets, epiphora)
*Epithets:
This suffering was not absolute, it was relative, it was temporary and God was there, because through this suffering this man was being turned into a great artist. Somebody who. By the way, do you think Heman, when he was going through this, though that 2500 years later several thousand people in the middle of London would be talking about his great works?   
*Antithesis: 
But you see he couldn’t see it but we can.
*Lexical repetition: 
And what we can see is that God was there, that God was working, it was temporary, God was turning him into something wonderful and great that He was gonna use the rest of, for centuries. (epithets)
*Anaphora:
If God is your Savior, if you’re relying on Him, He is there even though you don’t feel it, He hasn’t abandoned you, He is working.
*Parallel construction: 
The end of Psalm 39 - God’s face is turned away, the End of Psalm 88 – darkness, losing God’s face – darkness. (epiphora, lexical repetition)
*Epithets:
Heman thought he was getting the absolute total darkness, he was totally abandoned by God. No! Jesus got the total darkness that Heman thought he was getting. (lexical repetition)
*Epiphora:
On the cross Jesus Christ really got the wrath of God, not just I felt the wrath, He actually got the wrath of God. 
*Parallel construction: 
His disciples had left Him, His people had left Him, His Father had abandoned Him.
*Anaphora:
Satan’s right about us, we do exploit other people, we are self-centered, we do use other people, we deserve to have God turn his face away from us, we deserve that darkness.
*Lexical repetition:
Jesus Christ experiences darkness as His only friend so in your darkness you can know that Jesus is still your friend, He is still there. (personification)
*Anticlimax:
Jesus was truly abandoned so that you will only feel abandoned. 
*Anaphora:
It all fell on Him, it all fell into His heart.  
*Anaphora:
When Jesus was at the Garden of Gethsemane and He felt that darkness coming down on Him, He knew that He had to die in order to save us, He stayed with us, He did not abandon us in His darkness. So why in the world you think he would abandon you in yours now? (personification, idiom)
*Anadiplosis:
Listen, you remember that sarcastic question? That sarcastic question that Heman asked? (epithets) 
*Lexical repetition:
You will rise up, and you hold on to that, you hold on to that.
*Epithet:
I know a woman with some chronic illness.
*Metaphor: 
She says, “Nothing that the Resurrection won’t cure!”
*Epiphora: 
Hold on to that, cling to that.
*Epithets:
Michael Wilcock is another guy who wrote a really great little commentary on this Psalm. 








References 
1. Библия / Синодальный перевод – К.: Украинское Библейское Общество, 2017. – 1232 с.
2. Андрей Мурзин. Диалог с православием - К.: Духовное Возрождение, 2014. – 143с.  
3. Володимир Матвіїв. Пастор – людина Божа – К.: Християнське життя, 2006 – 288 с.
4. Иван Проханов. Краткое учение о проповеди – Licht im Osten, 1989 – 128 c.
5. Ніна Кравченко. Синергійність Англомовного Релігійного Дискурсу (теолінгвістичний підхід) – Одеса: КП ОМД, 2017 – 412 с.
6. Alban Douglas. 100 Bible lessons - O M F Books, 1988. – 498 p.
7. Austin Phelps. The Theory of Preaching – New York: C. Scribner’s Sons, 1908 – 610 p.
8. Bruce Wilkinson. The seven laws of the learner - Multnomah, 2005 – 504 p.
9. Bryan Chapell. Christ-Centered Preaching - Baker Academic, 2005 – 400 p.
10. Charles H. Spurgeon. Lectures to my students – Tyndale House Publishers, 20010 – 591 p.
11.  Charles H. Spurgeon. The Soul Winner – New York: Publishers of Evangelical Literature, 1895 – 318 p.
12.  Cicero. De Oratore - Harvard University Press, 1942 – 752 p.
13.  Cicero. Preface to Plato – Cambridge: The President and Fellows of Harvard College, 1963 – 328 p.
14.  David Buttrick. Homiletic: Moves and Structures - Philadelphia : Fortress Publishers, 1987 – 352 p.
15.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer. The Cost of Discipleship – New York: Touchstone, 2012 – 320 p.
16.  Don DeWelt. If you want to preach – College Press Publishing Company, 1957 – 172 p.
17.  Edward M. Bounds. Power Through Prayer  - New York: Public Domain, 1911 - 60 p.
18.  Edwin B. Holifield. God's Ambassadors: A History of the Christian Clergy in America – Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2007 – 368 p.
19.  Eric A. Havelock. The Muse Learns to Write: Reflections on Orality and Literacy from Antiquity to the Present - London: Yale University Press, 1986 – 144 p.
20.  Fred B. Craddock. Preaching - Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1985 – 162 p.
21.  George A. Kennedy. Classical Rhetoric and Its Christian and Secular Tradition from Ancient to Modern Times – Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1999 - 360 p.
22.  George Campbell. The Philosophy of Rhetoric - New York : Harper, 1868 – 435 p.
23.  Haddon W. Robinson. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages – Baker Academic, 2001 – 256 p.
24.  Hans-Georg Gadamer. Truth and Method – London: Antony Rowe, Chippenham, Wilstshire, 2004 – 601 p.
25.  Henry Ward Beecher. Yale Lectures on Preaching - New York : Fords, Howard, and Hulbert, 1881 – 265 p.
26.  Herman Harrell Horne. Teaching Techniques of Jesus - Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1978 – 206 p. 
27.  James Braga. How to prepare Bible messages – Multnomah, 2005 – 320 p.
28.  James L. Kinneavy. A Theory of Discourse: The Aims of Discourse - New York: Norton, 1980 – 478 p.
29.  James Porter. Revivals of Religion – Wentworth Press, 2019 – 262p. 
30.  James W. Cox. Preaching: A Comprehensive Approach to the Design and Delivery of Sermons – Eugene: Wipf and Stock, 2002 - 354 p.
31.  John MacArthur. Pastoral Ministry – Nelson Reference & Electronic Pub, 1995 – 464 p.
32.  John Piper. The Supremacy of God in Preaching – Baker Books, 2015 – 168 p.
33.  John Stott. Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth Century - Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Pub Co, 1982 - 351 p.
34.  Karl Barth. Louisville, Ky.: Westminster/J. Knox Press, 1991 – 136 p.
35.  Lloyd M. Perry and John R. Strubhar. Evangelistic Preaching – Chicago: The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 1979 – 215 p.
36.  Paul Ricoeur. Figuring the Sacred: Religion, Narrative, and Imagination - Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995 – 340 p.
37.  Paul Scott Wilson. The Practice of Preaching - Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995 – 329 p.
38.  Ralph L. Lewis with Gregg Lewis. Inductive Preaching – Westchester: Crossway Books, 1983 – 223 p.
39.  Richard Lischer. The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Word That Moved America – New York: Oxford University Press, 1995 – 317 p.
40.  Robert E. Webber. Worship Old & New – Zondervan, 2009 – 288 p.
41.  The ESV Study Bible – Wheaton: Crossway, 2016 – 2750 p.
42.  The Holy Bible / King James Version – D & H BROTHER’S INDUSTRIES – 546 p.
43.  Thomas G. Long. The Witness of Preaching – Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2016 - 360 p.  
44.  Timothy Keller. Preaching – Viking, 2015 – 320 p.
45.  Walter J. Ong. rality and literacy : the technologizing of the word - New York : Routledge, 2012 – 232 p.
46.  Woodrow Michael Kroll. Teaching Methods - Grand-Rapids: Baker, 1980
47.  Архимандрит Никифор. Библейская энциклопедия – М.: Типография А. И. Снегирёвой, 1891- 902 с.
48.  Генри Геллей. Библейский справочник – Мировая Христианская Миссия, 1983 - 859 с.
49.  Сергей Ожегов. Словарь Русского Языка – М.: Русский Язык, 1990 – 920 с.
50.  Иван Проханов. Гомилетика [Digital resource] – Access mode: http://www.blagovestnik.org/books/00212.htm
51.  Клаус Кремер и Александр Варкентин. Церковь католическая, церковь протестантская: в чём расхождения? [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://amp.dw.com/ru/%D1%86%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%8C-%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F-%D1%86%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%8C-%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B0%D1%8F-%D0%B2-%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BC-%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%85%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F/a-15369129
52.  Aristotle. Rhetoric [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/rhetoric.1.i.html
53.  Cambridge dictionary [Digital resource] – Access mode : https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ru/
54.  David Rathel. Andy Stanley’s Philosophy of Preaching [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://www.rivertownchurch.com/pastors-blog/andy-stanleys-philosophy-preaching/
55.  Rhetoric [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhetoric
56.  Richard Nordquist. Homiletics [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-homiletics-1690931
57.  William Collins. Collins Dictionary [Digital resource] – Access mode: https://www.collinsdictionary.com/























Summary
This work is might shed some light on why you admire certain speakers and do not listen to the other. It will also provide you with some tips how to influence people and with insight into why and how you have been influenced. In this work, we focus specifically on religious discourse with an object of our study being Protestant sermons delivered by Francis Chan and Timothy Keller. The war in our country has awaken certain interest in religion and God, thus, this work is a relevant resource that can help people find the answers they are searching for. The thesis uncovers key principles of an effective sermon and provides with the results of the survey in which 102 people have participated. The survey confirmed the fact that both lingual and extralingual factors are of great importance in preaching. Both preachers whose sermons have been analyzed are prominent American pastors. The results of auditory analyses have shown how different they are stylewise while at the same time being similar influencewise. This made us arrive at the conclusion that there is no strict formula which leads to successful preaching, but there is a number of ways that help one succeed. What happens is while having all key principles of effective preaching in their sermons, Francis Chan and Tim Keller have developed their own style with where some lingual and extralingual principles are better developed than the other. Due to its integrated approach this work fills the niche of holistic analysis of Protestant sermons by bringing together two side of each sermon deliverance – its lingual and extralingual features.    
  
         





   


