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ВСТУП 

 

      Методичні рекомендації до вивчення навчальної дисципліни «Law of 

International Security and Armed Conflicts» складені відповідно до освітньо-

професійної програми підготовки бакалаврів (першого рівня вищої освіти) за 

спеціальністю 081 «Право». 

 Предметом вивчення  навчальної дисципліни є положення відповідно до 

структури курсу, що складається з 3х змістовних модулів, які присвячені 

теоретичним та практичним питанням сучасного міжнародно-правового 

регулювання відносин, що виникають у зв’язку з підтриманням міжнародної 

безпеки, забезпечення мирного співіснування у  міжнародних відносинах, 

застосуванням сили та гуманізацією збройних конфліктів. 

Міждисциплінарні зв’язки: «Міжнародне публічне право». 

Мета дисципліни – підготовка висококваліфікованих спеціалістів у 

галузі права; надання студенту ґрунтовних теоретичних знань із сучасного 

правового регулювання відносин, що виникають у зв’язку з мирним 

вирішенням міжнародних спорів та веденням збройних конфліктів. 

Завдання дисципліни: 

– набуття знань щодо системи міжнародної безпеки, насамперед, колективної 

безпеки;  

– вивчення чинної нормативної бази, що регулює застосування сили у 

міжнародних відносинах, винятки з принципу щодо заборони  застосування 

сили чи загрози силою у міжнародних відносинах; 

– аналіз норм міжнародного гуманітарного права; 

– розв’язання питаннях міжнародної кримінальної відповідальності за вчинення 

злочину агресії, воєнних злочинів та злочинів проти людяності.   

         «Право міжнародної безпеки та збройних конфліктів» являє собою досить 

складну навчальну дисципліну. Це обумовлено великим обсягом матеріалу, що 

його мають засвоїти здобувачі. До того ж, дисципліна викладається англійською 

мовою, що передбачає наявність у здобувачів базового рівня мови, необхідного 
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для розуміння та спілкування, а також володіння спеціальною юридичною 

лексикою. Крім того, багато положень цих галузей  міжнародного права є 

дискусійними, що, як наслідок, спричиняє наявність різних, а іноді й цілковито 

протилежних точок зору з одного питання. Отже, у  процесі вивчення курсу 

принципову роль відіграють лекційні заняття, у рамках яких здобувачі за 

допомогою викладача знайомляться з найважливішими положеннями 

міжнародного права та можуть зорієнтуватись у розумінні складних 

дискусійних тем та питань. Більш поглибленому вивченню та засвоєнню 

матеріалу сприяють практичні заняття, основний час яких присвячується 

аналізу складних ситуацій та написанню тестових контрольних робіт. Для 

якісного вивчення та закріплення матеріалу вкрай необхідною є наполеглива 

самостійна робота здобувача. Задля полегшеного структурованого опанування 

навчальною дисципліною здобувачі мають користуватися питаннями для 

самостійної роботи та заліку, наведеними у методичних рекомендаціях. 

Корисним для вивчення матеріалу є також надання відповідей на питання 

поточних модульних контрольних робіт, що мають зорієнтувати та підготовити 

здобувача для написання контрольної роботи наприкінці кожного змістовного 

модуля. Звісно, що у процесі самостійної підготовки здобувачі повинні 

користуватися не тільки курсом лекцій, але й підручниками та іншими 

джерелами, зазначеними у списку рекомендованої літератури. Підсумковою 

формою контролю знань є залік, загальна оцінка якого визначається як сума 

балів, отриманих у ході поточного і періодичного контролю (за 100-бальною 

системою), які виставляються за результатами роботи здобувача вищої освіти 

впродовж всього семестру. 

У результаті вивчення навчальної дисципліни здобувач вищої освіти 

повинен: 

знати: 

– відповідну міжнародно-правову базу,  

– універсальну та регіональні системи колективної безпеки:  
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– зміст принципу щодо заборони від застосування сили або погрози силою у 

міжнародних відносинах;  

– винятки з вищезазначеного принципу; 

 вміти: 

– аналізувати сучасні збройні конфлікти через призму відповідного міжнародно-

правового регулювання;  

– застосовувати норми міжнародного гуманітарного права в контексті захисту 

прав людини;  

– розрізняти захист прав людини згідно з міжнародним правом прав людини та 

міжнародним гуманітарним правом;  

– знати основні ознаки міжнародних злочинів та особливості притягнення до 

відповідальності за їх вчинення. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

7 

ЗМІСТ ЛЕКЦІЙ, ПЛАНИ ПРАКТИЧНИХ ЗАНЯТЬ, ЗАВДАННЯ ДЛЯ 
САМОСТІЙНОЇ РОБОТИ ТА МЕТОДИЧНІ РЕКОМЕНДАЦІЇ ДО 

ВИВЧЕННЯ ОКРЕМИХ ТЕМ 
 

Module 1. International security and Settlement of Disputes 

 

Topic 1. Law of international security  

 

Lecture. The concept, sources and principles of international security law. The 

definition of "collective security", the principles of the system of collective security, 

its varieties. UN Charter Provisions on Collective Security. Threat to the peace, 

breach of the peace, act of aggression.  Humanitarian intervention, responsibility to 

protect. Terrorism.  Disarmament and arms control. Non-military (economic 

sanctions) sanctions. Peace-keeping operations. Regional models of collective 

security. NATO. OSCE. The North Atlantic Treaty. Sectoral security, in particular, 

non-military aspects of international security. 

 
Practicum class 1. 
 
1. The concept, sources and principles of international security law.  

2. The definition of "collective security", the principles of the system of collective 

security, its varieties.  

3. UN Charter Provisions on Collective Security.  

4. Threat to the peace, breach of the peace, act of aggression.   

5. Humanitarian intervention, responsibility to protect.  

6. Terrorism.  Disarmament and arms control.  

 
Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 

Practicum class 2. 

 

1. Non-military (economic sanctions) sanctions.  
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2. Peace-keeping operations.  

3. Regional models of collective security.  

4. NATO. The North Atlantic Treaty.  OSCE. 

5. Sectoral security, in particular, non-military aspects of international security. 

 
Topic 1 test. 

 

Questions and tasks for self-study  

1. Determine the basic principles of international security law.  

2. Describe the principles of peacekeeping operations under international law.  

3. Distinguish the types of peacekeeping operations.  

4. What are acts of illegal use of armed force?  

5. Describe the term "soft power". 

 

Methodical recommendations for topic study 

Consideration of issues related to the law of collective security should begin 

with the history of the formation of this set of international law. Particular attention 

should be paid to different approaches to defining the subject-matter of the branch.  

The principles of international security law are important for a comprehensive 

understanding of the collective security system. Students must know the principles of 

peacekeeping operations under international law. It is necessary to distinguish 

between the types of peacekeeping operations, among which attention should be paid 

to such varieties as: preventive diplomacy, reconciliation, peacekeeping, peace 

enforcement, post-conflict peace reconstruction, humanitarian aid. The latter should 

be distinguished with humanitarian intervention. Disarmament and arms production 

limitation are especially important in modern conditions.  

Students must know what constitutes acts of illegal use of armed force. 

Familiarization with the Peace Program of the UN Secretary General is useful. It is 

also necessary to provide a description of the OSCE confidence and security 

measures.  
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A study of the topic will be incomplete without an examination of the non-

military aspects of international security. Students should know the definition of non-

military security and be able to describe soft power concepts and sectoral security 

models. 

 

Literature  

 

1. Charter of the United Nations and Charter of the International Court of Justice of 

1945 (ratified by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 

on August 20, 1945). URL: https://icj-cij.org/charter-of-the-united-nations 

2. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of `1968. URL: 

https://www.iaea.org/publications/documents/treaties/npt 

3. Shaw M.  International Law.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

1541 p. URL: 

https://www.academia.edu/8780439/Internation_Law_by_Malcolm_N_Shaw 

4. Nihreieva, O. 2022 Russian Invasion of Ukraine through the Prism of International 

Law: a Critical Overview. Peace & Security-paix et Sécurité Internationales 

(Euromediterranean Journal of International Law and International Relations), 

2022, №(10). URL: 

https://revistas.uca.es/index.php/paetsei/article/view/9700/10010 

5. Nihreieva, O. Sanctions as a Tool to Achieve Compliance with International Law: 

Some Issues of National Implementation and Enforcement. Odesa National 

University Herald. Jurisprudence, Vol.25, Issue 1 (36), 2023. P.32-38. URL: 

http://dspace.onu.edu.ua:8080/handle/123456789/35860 

 

Topic 2. Means for peaceful settlement of international disputes 

 

Lecture. The principle of peaceful settlement of international disputes. Main 

international legal acts that reflect its content. The concepts of "international dispute", 

"international disputable situation", "international conflict". Types of peaceful means 
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to resolve international disputes. Jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional means. 

Negotiations and consultations. Good offices and mediation. International fact-

finding (inquiry) and conciliation procedures. Main features of international 

arbitration and judicial settlement. The basic procedures for resolving international 

disputes within international organizations. 

 
Practicum class 3. 
 
1. The principle of peaceful settlement of international disputes. Main international 

legal acts that reflect its content.  

2. The concepts of "international dispute", "international disputable situation", 

"international conflict".  

3. Types of peaceful means to resolve international disputes. Jurisdictional and non-

jurisdictional means.  

 
Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 
Practicum class 4. 
 

1. Negotiations and consultations. Good offices and mediation. International fact-

finding (inquiry) and conciliation procedures.  

2. Main features of international arbitration and judicial settlement.  

3.  The basic procedures for resolving international disputes within international 

organizations. 

 
Topic 2 test. 
 
Questions and tasks for self-study  

 
1. Make a list of peaceful ways to resolve international disputes.  

2. Which of them are more effective?  

3. What is the essence of international negotiations?  

4. How do international arbitration and international judicial bodies differ?  
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5. Describe the procedure for peaceful settlement of international disputes with the 

participation of the UN Security Council. 

 

Methodical recommendations for topic study 

 

The two world wars that took place in the 20th century demonstrated that the 

peaceful resolution of international disputes is the only possible option for the 

survival of humanity. Therefore, careful study and research of peaceful procedures 

and means of dispute resolution in international relations is extremely important for 

maintaining peace and security on the planet.  

For students it is interesting to start the study of the topic by considering the 

evolution of the formation of the main principle of international law - the principle of 

peaceful settlement of international disputes, because, as is known, war for a long 

time remained a legal means of resolving disputes between states. To develop an 

effective mechanism for the prevention of armed international conflicts, it is 

necessary to define the concept of an international dispute, to distinguish it from the 

concept of an international disputed situation, as well as from the concept of an 

international conflict. Unfortunately, despite the existence of legal regulation of the 

means of peaceful settlement of international disputes, there are no clear normative 

definitions, which complicates the application of peaceful settlement procedures.  

When considering individual means of peaceful settlement of international 

disputes, students have to  compare those of them that are similar to each other and 

distinguishing their features. It is necessary to analyze the similar and distinctive 

features of negotiations and consultations, good services and mediation, investigative 

and conciliation procedures. Particular attention should be paid to such a tool as 

negotiations, because the science of international law emphasizes that it would be 

incorrect to consider them only as one of the means of peaceful settlement of 

disputes, because they are a much broader concept and can be considered in general 

as a form of multilateral diplomacy used to resolve any issues in international 

relations.  
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Students should dwell on a detailed consideration of such means of international 

dispute resolution as international arbitration and international courts. They occupy a 

special place in the system of peaceful settlement, because their decisions, unlike all 

other means of dispute resolution, are binding on the conflicting parties. However, 

there are many features that distinguish them from each other. First of all, we are 

talking about organizational features.  

And finally, decisions of international organizations play an important role in the 

system of means of resolving international disputes. For students it is necessary to 

focus on considering the mechanism of peaceful settlement of international disputes, 

which was developed by international organizations, both of a universal (UN) and 

regional nature (OSCE, AU, OAS). Of course, the peace settlement procedure at the 

UN occupies a special place in it. Decisions of the UN Security Council are 

extremely important in this process. However, the existing system is not without 

flaws. In this regard, students should form their own opinion about the defects 

inherent in the system of peaceful settlement of international disputes with the 

participation of the UN and provide recommendations for their elimination. 

 

Literature  

 
1. Charter of the United Nations and Charter of the International Court of Justice of 

1945 (ratified by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 

on August 20, 1945). URL: https://icj-cij.org/charter-of-the-united-nations 

2. Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes of 1899. URL: 

https://docs.pca-cpa.org/2016/01/1899-Convention-for-the-Pacific-Settlement-of-

International-Disputes.pdf 

3.  Nihreieva O. The Interpretation of Article XX(g) of the GATT 1994 in the 

Context of “Ukraine − Wood Products”: Learning from Errors. Enforcement & 

Law-Making of the EU Trade Policy: collective monograph; E. Baroncini, I. Espa, 

M. L. Marceddu, L. Mulas, S. Saluzzo (Eds). Bologna: University of Bologna, 
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2022. P. 61-82. URL: http:// amsacta.unibo.it/id/eprint/6953/1/Enforcement_Law-

Making_of_the_EU_Trade_Policy.pdf 

4. Pataraia D.  International Law: Text, Cases and Materials (1st ed.). London: 

Routledge, 2021. 1152 p. URl: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/355825450_International_Law_Text_Ca

ses_and_Materials 

5. Shaw M.  International Law.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

1541 p. URL: 

https://www.academia.edu/8780439/Internation_Law_by_Malcolm_N_Shaw 

6. Shmitt, M. Does International Law Still Matter in Ukraine? Articles of War, 2023. 

URL: https://lieber.westpoint.edu/does-international-law-still-matter-in-ukraine/ 

 

 

Topic 3. Use of force under modern international law 

 

Lecture.  Acts of legal and illegal use of armed force. Types and criteria of lawful 

use of force in international law. Operations authorized by the UN Security Council. 

Types of peacekeeping operations:  preventive diplomacy, peacemaking, 

peacekeeping, peace enforcement, post-conflict reconstruction. Armed attack. 

Aggression. The conditions of legality of the right to self-defense (individual and 

collective). “Responsibility to protect” and humanitarian interventions. 

 

Practicum class 5 
 
1. Acts of illegal use of armed force.  

2. Acts of legal use of armed force. 

2. Types and criteria of lawful use of force in international law.  

3. Situation in Ukraine since 2014 through the prism of the use of force. 

 
Questioning and participation in discussions on the relevant topic. 
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Practicum class 6 
 
1. Operations authorized by the UN Security Council.  

2. Types of peacekeeping operations. 

3. Preventive diplomacy. 

4. Peacemaking. 

5. Peacekeeping. 

6. Peace enforcement. 

7. Post-conflict reconstruction.  

 
Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 
Practicum class 7 
 
1. Armed attack and aggression.  

2. The conditions of legality of the right to self-defense. 

3. Individual self-defense. 

4. Collective self-defense. 

5. “Responsibility to protect” and humanitarian interventions as a legal use of force. 

 
Topic 3 test. 
Module 1 final test. 
 

Questions and tasks for self-study  

 

1. Could an armed attack be committed by a non-state entity? 

2. Where is a difference between the concepts of “pre-emptive” and  “preventive” 

self-defense? 

3. Does the prohibition of all acts of illegal use of force constitute a jus cogens norm? 

4. When do regional organization have a right to use force? 

5. Why is the 2011 intervention in Libya considered to be an intervention within the 

R2P concept? 
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Methodical recommendations for topic study 

 

Consideration of the topic of use of force in international law can start with the 

reference to fundamental principles of international law and cannot be complete 

without consideration of the sources that establish them.  In this regard students need 

to know various sources establishing these principles and remember the main ones, 

namely: the UN Charter of 1945, the UN Declaration on the Principles of 

International Law Relating to Friendly Relations and Cooperation between States of 

1970, the Declaration of Principles of the Final Act of the CSCE  of 1975.  

Moving on to the characterization of the principle of non-use of force or threat 

of force in international relations, it is desirable  for students to consider it 

systematically, combining in combination with other relative principles. It is logical 

to start with it connection with the principle of international disputes settlement by 

peaceful means as the foundations of peaceful coexistence of states and international 

security. It is important for students to understand that use of force in international 

relations can be considered as a serious international crime. At the same time, it is 

necessary to know the cases of permissible use of armed force in international law, 

first of all, the use of force authorized by the UN Security Council and self-defense. 

The latter, though being directly permitted by Art. 51 of the UN Charter, poses 

multiple theoretical and practical questions. Students should take into consideration a 

consuetudinary nature of this rule, which means that in the process of its 

interpretation not only provisions of the above article have to be evaluated, but the 

content of a relative custom as well.  

 

Literature  

 

1. Charter of the United Nations and Charter of the International Court of Justice of 

1945 (ratified by the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR 

on August 20, 1945). URL: https://icj-cij.org/charter-of-the-united-nations 
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2. Shaw M.  International Law.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

1541 p. URL: 

https://www.academia.edu/8780439/Internation_Law_by_Malcolm_N_Shaw 

3. Nihreieva, O. 2022 Russian Invasion of Ukraine through the Prism of 

International Law: a Critical Overview. Peace & Security-paix et Sécurité 

Internationales (Euromediterranean Journal of International Law and 

International Relations), 2022, №(10). URL: 

https://revistas.uca.es/index.php/paetsei/article/view/9700/10010 

4. Nihreieva, O. Sanctions as a Tool to Achieve Compliance with International Law: 

Some Issues of National Implementation and Enforcement. Odesa National 

University Herald. Jurisprudence, Vol.25, Issue 1 (36), 2023. P.32-38. URL: 

http://dspace.onu.edu.ua:8080/handle/123456789/35860 

5. ICJ, Military and Paramilitary Activities in and against Nicaragua (note 21), 

I.C.J. Reports, 1986. URL: https://icj-cij.org/case/70 

 

Module 2. Law of Armed Conflicts 

 

Topic 4. International humanitarian law. The Hague law 

 

Lecture. The concepts, principles and system of international humanitarian law. The 

sources of international humanitarian law. "Hague law" and "Geneva law". 

Qualification of armed conflicts and the sphere of international humanitarian law 

application. The features of international and non-international armed conflicts. The 

basic principles of hostilities. The order of beginning and end of hostilities. Permitted 

and prohibited means and methods of warfare. Peculiarities of international treaties 

application during the war. Rules governing the regime of military occupation. 

 
Practicum class 8. 
 

1. The concepts, principles and system of international humanitarian law.  
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2. The sources of international humanitarian law. "Hague law" and "Geneva law". 

3. Qualification of armed conflicts and the sphere of international humanitarian law 

application.  

4. The features of international and non-international armed conflicts.  

 
Questioning and participation in discussions on the relevant topic. 
Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 
Practicum class 9. 
 

1. The basic principles of hostilities.  

2. The beginning and end of hostilities.  

3. Permitted and prohibited means and methods of warfare.  

4. Peculiarities of international treaties application during the war.  

5. Rules governing the regime of military occupation. 

 
Topic 4 test. 
 

Questions and tasks for self-study  

 

1. Define international humanitarian law. 

2. Name the main principles and sources of international humanitarian law. 

3. What are the minimum requirements of armed conflict of a non-international 

character under Art. 3 of the Geneva Conventions and Protocol II of 1977? 

4. What are the prohibited methods and means of warfare? 

5. Does an occupation have time-limits? 

 

Methodical recommendations for topic study 

 

International humanitarian law was formed as a necessary consequence of the 

humanization of military operations and the strict regulation of warfare. It is an 
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important element of the international protection of human rights, which are 

particularly vulnerable during armed conflicts.  

For students it is necessary to know the concepts, sources, principles and 

system of international humanitarian law. It is important to be able to qualify armed 

conflicts and determine the scope of application of international humanitarian law. 

Students must distinguish between an armed conflict of an international nature and an 

armed conflict of a non-international nature. In this process they have to concentrate 

on the minimum requirements of the latter according to Common Art. 3 of the 1949 

Geneva Conventions, Protocol II of 1977 and the practice of the International 

Tribunal for ex-Yugoslavia. It is important to understand implications for the legal 

qualification of situations that don’t reach a minimum threshold of internal armed 

conflict. 

Laws and customs of war that started to form already in the Ancient and 

Medieval times are also considered to be a part of international humanitarian law. In 

this context, attention should be paid to the permitted means and methods of warfare. 

Students must identify prohibited means and methods of warfare.  New forms of 

warfare, e.g. cyberwarfare, should be considered through the prism of current legal 

regulation. 

 

Literature  
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4. Geneva Convention IV relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
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1949additional-protocols-and-their-commentaries 
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_law/international_humanitarian_law_english.pdf 
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Topic 5. International humanitarian law. The Geneva law 

 

Lecture. Participants in armed conflict (combatants and non-combatants). Basic 

features that distinguish between insurgent and warring parties. Legal status of spies 

and mercenaries. The specifics of private military companies. International legal 
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mechanisms to protect victims of war (wounded and sick; prisoners of war; civilians 

and civilian objects). International legal qualification of the armed conflict on the 

territory of Ukraine (since 2014 to the present) 

Practicum class 10. 
 

1. Legal status of certain categories of persons in international humanitarian law.  

2. Participants in armed conflict (combatants and non-combatants).  

3. Persons hors de combat. 

4. Participation of civilians in hostilities. 

5. Basic features that distinguish between insurgent and warring parties.  

 
Questioning and participation in discussions on the relevant topic. 
Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 

Practicum class 11. 
 

1. Legal status of spies and mercenaries.  

2. The specifics of private military companies. 

3. International legal mechanisms to protect victims of war (wounded and sick; 

prisoners of war; civilians and civilian objects).  

4. International legal qualification of the armed conflict on the territory of Ukraine 

(since 2014 to the present). 

 

Topic 5 test. 
Module 2 final test. 
 

Questions and tasks for self-study  

 

1. Who are victims of war, how is their protection ensured? 

2. Who are legal participants in military conflicts? 
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3. What is the legal status of civil objects and cultural values during the military 

conflict? 

4. How military objectives and civilian objects can be distinguished? 

5. What is the legal status of environment during armed conflicts? 

Methodical recommendations for topic study 

 

Within the context of international humanitarian law special importance is 

attached to determining the status of the participants in the armed conflict. Among 

them, a distinction should be made between persons who have the status of 

combatants (in particular: partisans, members of the rebel side) and non-combatants 

(in particular: medical personnel, military correspondents). The qualification of 

actions of spies and mercenaries deserves special attention of students due to the fact 

that they are considered to be “illegal” combatants. It is worth to mention that 

mercenary is qualifies as a transnational crime. In this regard the activities of private 

military companies should be reconsidered.  

Protection of war victims under international law is of great importance. 

Students must know the status of the wounded and sick, as well as the status of 

prisoners of war. The civilian population and facilities are also protected. This 

protection has a special form in the case of military occupation, because the 

occupying party should follow the rules of international humanitarian law and be 

limited by them, e.g. natural resources of occupied territory could be exploited by it 

for its own economic purposes. Students have to know basic rules on military 

occupation, which define people’s rights. 

Particular attention must be paid to the so-called specially protected objects 

within armed conflicts, among which environment should be absolutely mentioned. 

Its status and problems of protection must be underlined. 

 Students must be able to use the norms of international humanitarian law to 

qualify the armed conflict on the territory of Ukraine (from 2014 to the present). In 

this regard they should divide it in two parts: before and after the beginning of the 

2022 full-scale invasion. 
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Module 3.  International Criminal Law in the Context of Armed Conflicts 

 

Topic 6. International criminal responsibility for the commission of the crime of 

aggression, genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

 

Lecture. The peculiarities of the responsibility of states and their bodies and officials 

for international crimes. Difference between international legal responsibility of a 

state and international criminal responsibility of individuals. The concept and types of 

aggression. The prohibition of aggression as an obligation erga omnes. The concept 

and types of war crimes. The peculiarities of the International Criminal Court 

functioning. Prospects of ratification by Ukraine of the Rome Statute of the 

International Criminal Court. Current investigation be the court of international 

crimes committed in Ukraine since 2022. 

 

Practicum class 12. 

 

1. The concepts and features of international crimes, their types.  

2. The peculiarities of the responsibility of states and their bodies and officials for 

international crimes.  

3. Difference between international legal responsibility of a state and international 

criminal responsibility of individuals.  

 

Questioning and participation in discussions on the relevant topic. 

 

Practicum class 13. 
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1. The concept and types of international crimes. 

2. The concept and types of aggression.  

3. The prohibition of aggression as an obligation erga omnes.  

4. The concept and types of war crimes.  

5. Genocide as an international crime. 

6. Crimes against humanity. 

 

Writing and reporting essays on one of the proposed topics and presentations 
demonstration 
 

Practicum class 14. 

 

1. Rome statute of the International Criminal Court. 

2. The International Criminal Court jurisdiction. 

3. The International Criminal Court structure. 

4. The principles of International Criminal Law used by the International Criminal 

Court jurisdiction. 

5. The peculiarities of the International Criminal Court functioning.  

6. Prospects of ratification by Ukraine of the Rome Statute of the International 

Criminal Court.  

7. Current investigation by the court of international crimes committed in Ukraine 

since 2022. 

  
Topic 6 test. 
Module 3 final test. 
 

Questions and tasks for self-study  

 

1. Why do not all scientists agree with defining international criminal law as an 

independent branch of international law?  
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2. Define international crime and its types.  

3. Is there international criminal responsibility for crimes of an international nature?  

4. In what cases is the extradition of criminals generally not allowed?  

5. Describe the principles of work of the International Criminal Court. 

 

Methodical recommendations for topic study 

 

The main subject that can be subject to international responsibility is the state. 

Students must remember that the state is responsible not only for its own actions as a 

personified subject, but also for the actions of officials who are part of its power 

apparatus. One of the most controversial subjects of international responsibility is a 

natural person. Part of the science of international law does not separate the issue of 

the responsibility of this subject from the topic of international legal responsibility 

and is generally skeptical of its existence. The other part, whose representatives are 

becoming more and more, tend to believe that the norms regulating relations of 

international criminal responsibility for international crimes form a new branch of 

international law - international criminal law. This opinion is supported by the 

existence of a number of institutional mechanisms for the implementation of such 

responsibility, among which the International Criminal Court in The Hague, 

established in 1998, occupies a special place. The author of the recommendations 

shares the latter position, therefore, according to the program, the topic of 

international criminal responsibility is considered separately.  

International criminal law is one of the most controversial areas of 

international law. A sufficiently broad subject-matter of this branch determines the 

presence of a sufficiently extensive source base, which the acquirers should 

familiarize themselves with. Fundamental to the study of international criminal law is 

knowledge of international crimes for which international criminal responsibility is 

provided. The Statute of the International Criminal Court includes: genocide, crimes 

against humanity, war crimes, aggression. It is necessary to know their composition 

and features. The question of bringing individuals to criminal responsibility for 
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crimes of an international nature, such as piracy, terrorism, slave trade, etc., should be 

considered  by students separately. Unfortunately, until now, criminal prosecution for 

them takes place according to the national law of the countries concerned, which 

sometimes leaves the guilty persons unpunished.  

Another important area of international criminal law regulation is the 

cooperation of states in the fight against international crimes and crimes of an 

international nature. In this connection, it is interesting to focus on the work of 

certain international organizations operating in this field, in particular, on the work of 

Interpol. Given the greater openness of borders and the increased mobility of 

individuals, the effective exercise of state criminal jurisdiction is almost impossible 

nowadays without states providing each other with legal assistance in criminal cases. 

One of the main types of such assistance is the extradition and transfer of convicts to 

the country of citizenship to serve their sentence. With regard to extradition, students 

should understand whether it is a duty of the state or only a right, and know the cases 

in which extradition does not usually take place. At the same time a surrender of 

suspects to the International Criminal Court should be distinguished from the latter.  

Students should be aware with international judicial bodies, the creation of 

which preceded the creation of a permanent international judicial body in criminal 

cases - the International Criminal Court. It is important to know its jurisdiction and 

principles of operation, one of which is the principle of complementarity, which 

means that the court can apply its powers only in the case when states are unwilling 

or unable to bring suspects to justice under the norms of national law. Students must 

also know the punishments that can be imposed by the court and the procedure for 

serving them for persons found guilty of international crimes. 
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МЕТОДИ НАВЧАННЯ, ФОРМИ КОНТРОЛЮ ТА КРИТЕРІЇ 
ОЦІНЮВАННЯ ЗНАНЬ ЗДОБУВАЧІВ 

 

У процесі вивчення навчальної дисципліни використовуються наступні 

методи навчання: 

1.словесні методи: лекція, розповідь, бесіда, пояснення, дискусія, обговорення 

проблемних ситуацій; 

2.практичні методи: розв’язання практичних задач, виконання ситуаційних 

вправ та обговорення проблемних ситуацій. 

 

Форми контролю і методи оцінювання 

(у т.ч. критерії оцінювання результатів навчання) 

Поточний контроль: 

- усний контроль: індивідуальне / фронтальне опитування за питаннями 

відповідної теми; 

- тестовий контроль: оцінювання поточного тестування за темами. 

Періодичний контроль: 

- тестовий контроль: оцінювання контрольних робіт за змістовними модулями 

(тестування). 

Підсумковий контроль: залік. 

 
 
 

Критерії оцінювання навчальних досягнень здобувачів вищої освіти за 
різними видами роботи 

Вид роботи Кількість балів 
Поточний контроль: 

 
- Опитування за питаннями відповідної теми на практичному занятті, 

участь здобувачів в обговоренні проблемних питань  
-  

від 0 до 1 

 
- Виконання доповіді та демонстрація презентації  

 

від 0 до 3 

 
- Поточне тестування за темами 

 

 
від 0 до 3 
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Періодичний контроль: 
контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 1( у формі тестування) від 0 до 20 
контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 2 (у формі тестування) від 0 до 20 
контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 3 (у формі тестування) від 0 до 20 
 

Вид роботи Бали Критерії оцінювання 
Опитування за 
питаннями 
відповідної теми 
на практичному 
занятті, участь 
здобувачів в 
обговоренні 
проблемних 
питань 

0 балів Здобувач не бере участь у практичному занятті, є лише 
спостерігачем; ніколи не виступає і не задає питання, 
незацікавлений у вивченні матеріалу; дає неправильні 
відповіді на запитання, показує незадовільне знання 
понятійного апарату і літературних джерел. 

1 бал Здобувач бере участь в практичному занятті; частково 
виступає і задає питання; допускає помилки під час відповідей 
на запитання; показує фрагментарні знання понятійного 
апарату і літературних джерел; показує невміння публічно 
представляти матеріал. 

Виконання 
доповіді та 
демонстрація 
презентації  
 

0 балів  Не зараховуються доповідь та презентація, які виконані не 
самостійно або запозичені з мережі Інтернет.  

1 бал  Доповідь та презентація виконані самостійно, оформлення 
відповідає вимогам із незначними порушеннями, опрацьована 
актуальність теми, теоретичний аналіз містить неточності, але 
усно здобувач пояснює матеріал впевнено і за допомогою 
викладача виправляється, змістовний матеріал представлений 
добре, у висновку сформульовані загальні висновки, тема 
загалом розкрита із незначними прогалинами, інформація у 
презентації  

2 бали  Доповідь та презентація виконані самостійно, оформлення 
відповідає вимогам, опрацьована актуальність теми із 
зазначенням невирішених раніше аспектів, теоретичний аналіз 
ґрунтовний та самостійний, здобувач усно та без допомоги 
викладача пояснює матеріал, змістовний матеріал представлений 
добре, у висновку сформульовані самостійні висновки, тема 
загалом розкрита, інформація у презентації подана із 
використанням самостійно розроблених схем, малюнків, 
графіків, містить посилання на джерела, які відповідно 
оформлені та є актуальними.  

3 бали Доповідь та презентація виконані самостійно, оформлення 
відповідає вимогам, опрацьована актуальність теми із 
зазначенням невирішених раніше аспектів, теоретичний аналіз 
ґрунтовний та самостійний, здобувач усно та без допомоги 
викладача пояснює матеріал, змістовний матеріал 
представлений добре, у висновку сформульовані самостійні 
висновки, тема загалом розкрита, інформація у презентації 
подана із використанням самостійно розроблених схем, 
малюнків, графіків, містить посилання на джерела, які 
відповідно оформлені та є актуальними. 

Поточне 
тестування за 
темами 

0 балів Тестування не виконано. 
1 бал Тестування виконано в повному обсязі, не менш ніж 33% 

відповідей є правильними, відповіді на відкриті питання - не 
логічні, з явними суттєвими помилками у визначеннях. 

2 бали Тестування виконано в повному обсязі, не менш ніж 66% 
відповідей на запитання є правильними, відповіді на відкриті 
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питання - загалом правильні, проте наявні деякі помилки у 
визначеннях. 

3 бали Тестування виконано в повному обсязі, всі 100% відповідей на 
запитання є правильними, відповіді на відкриті питання – 
повні та обґрунтовані. 

Контрольна 
робота за 
змістовими 
модулями у 
формі тестування 

0 балів Відповідь на запитання неправильна. 
1 бал Відповідь на запитання правильна. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

31 

РОЗПОДІЛ БАЛІВ, ЯКІ ОТРИМУЮТЬ ЗДОБУВАЧІ ВИЩОЇ ОСВІТИ ЗА 
РЕЗУЛЬТАТАМИ ПОТОЧНОГО, ПЕРІОДИЧНОГО ТА ПІДСУМКОВОГО 

КОНТРОЛЮ 
 

 
Теми практичних занять 

 
Кількість балів за вид роботи 

 
Разом 
балів 

  
 

Module 1. International security and Settlement of Disputes  
 

Topic 1. Law of international security  
The concept, sources and principles of 
international security law. The definition of 
"collective security", the principles of the 
system of collective security, its varieties. 
UN Charter Provisions on Collective 
Security. 
 

0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 

 
0 - 3 

Topic 1. Law of international security  
Non-military (economic sanctions) sanctions. 
Peace-keeping operations. Regional models 
of collective security. NATO. 

 
0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 
 0 - 3 

Topic 2. Means for peaceful settlement of 
international disputes. 
The principle of peaceful settlement of 
international disputes. Main international 
legal acts that reflect its content. The 
concepts of "international dispute", 
"international disputable situation", 
"international conflict".  
 

 

 

0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 
 

0 – 3 
 
  

Topic 2. Means for peaceful settlement of 
international disputes. 
Negotiations and consultations. Good offices 
and mediation. International fact-finding 
(inquiry) and conciliation procedures. 
 

 
 
0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 
 

0 – 3 
 

Topic 3. Use of force under modern 
international law 
Acts of legal and illegal use of armed force. 
Types and criteria of lawful use of force in 
international law. Operations authorized by 
the UN Security Council. Types of 
peacekeeping operations 
 

 
 
 
 
0 – 1 (опитування, обговорення 
проблемних ситуацій) 
 

0 -1 
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Topic 3. Use of force under modern 
international law. . Types of peacekeeping 
operations:  preventive diplomacy, 
peacemaking, peacekeeping, peace 
enforcement, post-conflict reconstruction 
 

 

 

0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 

0 – 3 
 

Topic 3. Use of force under modern 
international law. Armed attack. 
Aggression. The conditions of legality of the 
right to self-defense (individual and 
collective). “Responsibility to protect” and 
humanitarian interventions. 

 
 
 
0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 

   0 – 3 
 

Контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 
1 (тестування) 

0 - 20 0 - 20 

 
Module 2. Law of Armed Conflicts 

 
Topic 4. International humanitarian law. 
The Hague law 
The concepts, principles and system of 
international humanitarian law. The sources 
of international humanitarian law. "Hague 
law" and "Geneva law". Qualification of 
armed conflicts and the sphere of 
international humanitarian law application.  
 

 
 
0 – 1 (опитування, обговорення 
проблемних ситуацій) 
0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 

0 - 4 

Topic 4. International humanitarian law. 
The Hague law. The basic principles of 
hostilities. The order of beginning and end of 
hostilities. Permitted and prohibited means 
and methods of warfare. 
 

 
0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 
 0 – 3 

 

Topic 5. International humanitarian law. 
The Geneva law 
Legal status of certain categories of persons 
in international humanitarian law. 
Participants in armed conflict (combatants 
and non-combatants) 

 
0 – 1 (опитування, обговорення 
проблемних ситуацій) 
0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 

0 - 4 
 

Topic 5. International humanitarian law. 
The Geneva law. Legal status of spies and 
mercenaries. The specifics of private military 
companies. International legal mechanisms 
to protect victims of war (wounded and sick; 
prisoners of war; civilians and civilian 
objects). 
 

 
 
 
0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 
 

0 – 3 
 

Контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 
2 (тестування) 

0-20 0-20 
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Module 3.  International Criminal Law in the Context of Armed Conflicts 

 
Topic 6. International criminal 
responsibility for the commission of the 
crime of aggression, genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 
The concepts and features of international 
crimes, their types. The peculiarities of the 
responsibility of states and their bodies and 
officials for international crimes.  
 

 
0 – 1 (опитування, обговорення 
проблемних ситуацій) 
 

0 - 1 

Topic 6. International criminal 
responsibility for the commission of the 
crime of aggression, genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. The concept 
and types of aggression. The prohibition of 
aggression as an obligation erga omnes. The 
concept and types of war crimes. 

0 – 3 (виконання доповіді та 
демонстрація презентації) 

 0 – 3 
 

Topic 6. International criminal 
responsibility for the commission of the 
crime of aggression, genocide, war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. The 
peculiarities of the International Criminal 
Court functioning. Prospects of ratification 
by Ukraine of the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court 

0 – 3 (поточне тестування) 
 

0 – 3 
 

Контрольна робота за змістовим модулем 
3 (тестування) 

0-20      0-20 

Загалом сума балів 0 - 100 
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ПИТАННЯ ДО ПІДСУМКОВОГО КОНТРОЛЮ 

 

1. The concept, sources and principles of international security law.  

2. The definition of "collective security" and  the principles of the system of collective 

security, its varieties. 

3.  UN Charter Provisions on Collective Security.  

4. Threat to the peace, breach of the peace, act of aggression.  

5. Non-military (economic sanctions) sanctions.  

6. Peace-keeping operations.  

7. Regional models of collective security. NATO.  

8. The principle of peaceful settlement of international disputes.  

9. The concepts of "international dispute", "international disputable situation", 

"international conflict".  

10. Types of peaceful means to resolve international disputes. Jurisdictional and non-

jurisdictional means.  

11. Negotiations and consultations. Good offices and mediation. International fact-

finding (inquiry) and conciliation procedures.  

12. Main features of international arbitration and judicial settlement.  

13. The basic procedures for resolving international disputes within international 

organizations. 

14. Types and criteria of lawful use of force in international law.  

15. Operations authorized by the UN Security Council.  

16. Types of peacekeeping operations:  preventive diplomacy, peacemaking, 

peacekeeping, peace enforcement, post-conflict reconstruction.  

17. Armed attack. Aggression.  

18. The conditions of legality of the right to self-defense (individual and collective)/ 

19. “Responsibility to protect” and humanitarian interventions. 

20.  The concepts, principles and system of international humanitarian law.  

21. The sources of international humanitarian law. "Hague law" and "Geneva law". 

22. The features of international and non-international armed conflicts.  
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23. The basic principles of hostilities.  

24. The order of beginning and end of hostilities.  

25. Permitted and prohibited means and methods of warfare.  

26. Peculiarities of international treaties application during the war.  

27. Rules governing the regime of military occupation. 

28.  Participants in armed conflict (combatants and non-combatants).  

29. Legal status of spies and mercenaries. The specifics of private military companies.  

30. International legal mechanisms to protect victims of war (wounded and sick; 

prisoners of war; civilians). 

31. Military objective and civil objects. 

32. International legal qualification of the armed conflict on the territory of Ukraine 

(since 2014 to the present). 

33. The concepts and features of international crimes, their types.  

34. The peculiarities of the responsibility of states and their bodies and officials for 

international crimes.  

35. Difference between international legal responsibility of a state and international 

criminal responsibility of individuals.  

36. The concept and types of aggression. The prohibition of aggression as an obligation 

erga omnes.  

37. The concept and types of war crimes. 

38.  The concept of and responsibility for genocide. 

39. The concept of and responsibility for crimes against humanity. 

40.  The peculiarities of the International Criminal Court functioning.  
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