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АНОТАЦІЯ
Насіківська В. М. Відносини між Туреччиною та Росією: регіональні та глобальні аспекти. – На правах рукопису. Кваліфікаційна праця на здобуття ступеня магістра за спеціальністю 291 – Міжнародні відносини, суспільні комунікації та регіональні студії. – Одеський національний університет імені І. І. Мечникова, Міністерство освіти і науки України, Одеса, 2020.
Магістерську роботу  присвячено дослідженню  регіональних і глобальних аспектів відносин між Туреччиною та Росією та виявленню основних факторів, що впливають на характер та розвиток цих відносин.
Теоретичною базою роботи є неореалізм, на основі якого розглянуто політичні, економічні та ідеологічні аспекти турецько-російських відносин. Особливу увагу приділено проблемам безпеки, що найбільш гостро проявилися для Туреччини та Росії у контексті Сирійської кризи. У роботі проаналізовано, як ускладнення відносин Туреччини із Заходом впливає на посилення її співпраці із Росією.
У роботі спрогнозовано, як надалі будуть розвиватися турецько-російські відносини під впливом зазначених факторів та на фоні змін у глобальній системі міжнародних відносин.
Ключові слова: міжнародні відносини, Туреччина, Росія, проблеми безпеки, економічна співпраця, Сирійська криза, НАТО.
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Introduction
The practical relevance of the study stems from its importance for the development of international relations at the current stage. Nowadays the world undergoes the process of establishment of multipolar global system, and both Russia and Turkey strive to become independent poles in this new order. They both stand against the domination of the U. S.-led West. However, despite this powerful unifying factor, the significant number of rival interests creates tangible turbulence in their relations that influences other countries as well.
Apart from this, the Turkish-Russian relations are of paramount importance for Ukraine. Russia is considered by Ukraine as the aggressor country while Turkey is seen as an essential political and economic partner. It is therefore significant for Ukraine to monitor the development of the Turkish- Russian relations.
The scientific relevance is determined by the depth of analysis of the relations between Russia and Turkey. It is a comprehensive study that covers all the aspects of their relations, including those that previously did not receive enough attention. Thus, this study is essential for the full understanding of the current dynamics of the Turkish-Russian relations and the impact they have on other countries and the whole global system.
The purpose of this study is to reveal factors that shape the relations between Russia and Turkey.
The tasks of this study are the following: 1) to assess the current stage of development of the Russian-Turkish relations from the Neorealist point of view;
2) to identify the sources of tensions in the relations between Russia and Turkey;
3) to determine the reasons for the Turkish-Russian economic cooperation; 4) to forecast the development of relations between Russia and Turkey in future.
The object of this study is a contemporary system of international relations. The subject of the study is the relations between Turkey and Russia: regional and global aspects.


The start date of the study is 2014 because this year the dynamics of the relations between Russia and Turkey began to change rapidly. The reason for this in the Russian annexation of Crimea which had an ambiguous effect on the relations between these two countries and other events both in Europe and in the Middle East that took place later and increased the importance of Russia and Turkey for each other.
This research is empirical and is built as a correlation between a number of variables. A dependent variable is relations between Russia and Turkey, while independent variables are represented by national interests of Russia and Turkey, domestic forces that shape their foreign policy, the role of President Putin and President Erdoğan in foreign policy of the countries and their influence on the relations between Russia and Turkey, international context, regional and global tensions and conflicts.
As the main research method, I have selected case study which involves the use of a broad range of auxiliary qualitative and quantitive methods. Out of qualitative methods I will use historical method, which allows to study the events in the dynamics and to identify the links between the different stages of relations between the states. In addition, I will use such qualitative methods as document research method, media research, Internet research. Out of quantitative methods I will use statistical method. I will also use sociological method that involves recognition of the social conditionality of international relations, including the impact of the political system, social structure, ideology and culture.
As for qualitative data analysis, I will use discourse analysis since my aim is to understand why actors resort to a particular discourse and how this discourse reflects the relations between these actors (Russia and Turkey). First of all, I will analyze the statements of the high-ranking state officials and reports by the state media of these countries.
I will also use the method of analysis and synthesis. This method involves the study of international relations both in constituent elements (analysis) and as


a whole (synthesis). The combination of analysis and synthesis provides a systematic approach to a complex research object. The study of the component parts of the relations between Russia and Turkey helps to reveal their structure, to distinguish essential aspects from the secondary ones and to give a simple explanation to the complex things. By analyzing relations between the states as a process it is possible to single out various stages and development trends.
As for field research, there is an access problem which is impossible to overcome for as student, so I will only analyze some of the prime sources that are in open access such as official state documents, countries’ legislation, official statistics, records of parliament meetings etc.
The scientific novelty of this study is determined by the comparatively small number of researches that analyze in a comprehensive manner the transformation of the Turkish-Russian relations over the recent years, especially from the neorealist point of view. This work is the first case study analysis of the Turkish-Russian relations at the current stage in Ukraine. In this study, all the main factors influencing the relations between these two countries, including ideological aspect, were further developed.
The main provisions and conclusions of the work were presented at the III scientific conference «Political Problems of International Systems and Global Development» that was held on June 8, 2020, in Odessa I. I. Mechnikov National University at the Department of International Relations, Political and
Social Studies. The results of the research were also presented in the form of an abstract in an annual scientific professional peer-reviewed journal “International and Political Studies”.
This work consists of an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion and a bibliography.
The first chapter provides the theoretical foundations of the research.
The second chapter is devoted to a brief analysis of historical background of the Turkish-Russian relations, as well as an in-depth analysis of their relations
 (
7
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in 2014 and 2015. This chapter demonstrates which factors led to the serious crisis in the relations between these countries at the end of 2015.
The third chapter explains why Russia and Turkey chose to quickly restore their relations in 2016 and move closer to each other in critical strategic issues. It also forecasts the development of the Turkish-Russian relations in the future.
The forth chapter deals with the ideological aspects of the Turkish- Russian relations and analyzes how the similar nature of regimes in these countries influences their relationship.
 (
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[bookmark: _TOC_250000]Conclusions
In general, at this stage the relations between Turkey and Russia may be characterized as ambiguous and unstable. On the one hand, compartmentalisation of economic and political relations has become central for the Turkish-Russian relations. The separation of the economic cooperation from the political issues allowed the partnership to expand to strategic economic sectors, such as the energy sector. The Western sanctions against Russia and Turkey’s desire to become a leading world economy make them advantageous partners for each other.
But on the other hand, according to the neorealist logic, compartmentalisation policy and close economic cooperation do not eliminate political and security tensions in relations between the countries. Important geopolitical crises, especially the war in Syria, define the course of the Turkish- Russian relations.
Syria became the place where the vital interests of Russia and Turkey have clashed, and this crisis bore witness to the fact that regional and global objectives of these two states are largely incompatible. Russia proved itself to be the most powerful actor in Syria, and it also became clear that Turkey is not strong enough to confront Russia on its own, for this reason after their 2016 reconciliation Turkey increasingly has to make major concessions in order to protect itself from the main perceived threats to its security. Thus, the relations between Turkey and Russia can not be described as the relations between two equal partners, but rather as the relations between the stronger and the weaker sides.
However, the failure of the US and NATO to address the security issues of Turkey and take into account its national interests in the Middle East region are pushing Ankara to closer cooperation with Russia. Turkey sees the biggest threat to its security in the consolidation of the positions of the Syrian Kurdish forces (PYD / YPG). Ankara believes that they are affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, the protracted and bloody internal armed conflict with which
 (
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determines Turkey’s security calculations. The US support for the PYD, as well as its reluctance to extradite Fethullah Gulen whom Turkey blames for plotting the 2016 coup attempt, created a distance between the two NATO allies. The only way Turkey could achieve its main security priorities was through cooperation with Russia. This explains why Ankara has decided to move closer to Moscow in essential strategic issues, despite Russia’s increased power in the regions encircling Turkey. Ankara has therefore chosen bandwagoning behavior, which means going with the threatening power rather than against it.
According to S. Walt, bandwagoning is dangerous and can not last long without harming the weaker state, in this case Turkey. This means the current Turkish-Russian partnership will not be able to result in a strategic alliance, as presented by some, mainly neoliberal, scholars. Apart from the already mentioned economic benefits, similar undemocratic nature of the regimes in both countries and shared Eurasianist ideology of anti-Westernism are the only real bases for cooperation. While, according to neorealist logic, strategic alliances can only be based on the convergence of political and security interests which is not the case of Turkey and Russia.
Turkey is still a member of NATO — the main geopolitical rival of Russia
— and there is not much of a chance that it is going to withdraw from it in the nearest future. Ankara will continue to use its NATO membership as a powerful leverage in building its relations with Moscow.
After all, it should be kept in mind that Turkey and Russia have a long record of wars and conflicts, their interests still clash in many areas and they both strive for regional leadership. The short periods of their cooperation have always ended with a new round of escalation, especially when Russia is on the rise. Consequently, a strategic long-term alliance between Ankara and Moscow is not likely to materialize.
When assessing the bilateral relations between Turkey and Russia, it should be mentioned that they have a significant impact on the rise of regional and global instability.  It  is  apparent,  first  of  all,  in  the  case  of  Russian  and  Turkish


involvement in the Syrian conflict that has been going on for nine years already and is far from being over. The stability and high popular support of the authoritarian regimes in both Turkey and Russia pose a threat to democracy in the regional and global dimensions and can lead to a spill-over of authoritarian practices to other countries. It should be noted that Russia plays a special role in the spread of authoritarianism in the world.
For Ukraine, the current state of the Turkish-Russian relations has largely negative implications. Although Turkey declares it support for the territorial integrity of Ukraine and does not acknowledge the annexation of Crimea, it refused to follow the example of the Western countries and impose sanctions on Russia. Moreover, Ankara took advantage of the Ukrainian crisis and agreed upon the construction of TurkStream that undermines Ukraine’s position of a transit country. Turkey resorts to the rhetoric of supporting Ukraine mostly at times when the Turkish-Russian relations are in crisis, so it only uses the Ukrainian issue as a leverage against Russia. This calls into question the reliability of Turkey as a partner for Ukraine.
 (
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