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MASS MEDIA WITHIN INFORMATION SOCIETY: FREEDOM
OF SPEECH AND RESPONSIBILITY

The author of the article represents her standpoint as to the importance of mass
media within the information society. The subject of this sociological research is
freedom of speech and responsibility.
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The purpose of this article is to characterize mass media as a social
institution. Their social function is a result of their deliberate and
inadvertent activity. It is extremely important to consider their func-
tioning on a societal level in conditions of a developing information
society. The fundamental principles of information society as a certain
social system are the following: the recognition of information freedom
distribution and its general availability.

The sharp and fast change of an information situation creates a
difficulty for a sociological research of the modern mass-information
processes. Turning information into the most important resource of
modern civilization development, a weapon in economical and political
fight, continuous growing of information volumes against the back-
ground of rapid development of information technical devices and
technology — all these factors conditioned widespread use of the term
"information society”. Nowadays the “information society” is the sub-
ject of interest for many scientists and politics. Meljuhin I.S. sug-
gested that "the transition to mass use of the newest information and
telecommunication technologies inevitably would cause serious social
stress” [1, p. 17]. So not only essentially new opportunities arise for
people in such society, but also earlier unknown problems. The informa-
tion is distributed very quickly and for definitely short term covers
a plenty of people, representing an unforeseen social factor. Thus, an
important scientific task is to study the humanitarian aspects of infor-
mation means and systems activity, their character, forms and the re-
sults of their influence on public life in conditions of developing in-
formation society and globalization. At an estimation of mass media's
effectiveness as a social institution it is necessary to take into account
both the direct and indirect influence on people's acts. Mass media are
capable to render the strongest influence on their audience. The defi-
nition of the basic rules in the information society's concept and the
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study of the features of its development in different countries are of
great importance. Function of mass media offered by H. D. Lasswell
gets the special urgency in conditions of formed information society:
"stimulation of discussion about what destructive problems are arise,
what their possible consequences and ways of the sanction of these
problems™ [2, p. 87].

Freedom of speech as one of the values and conditions of the devel-
oping informational society does not exempt from the responsibility.
The responsibility of mass media will grow proportionally to their
influence on people’'s actions and ability to manipulate the audience.
The observance of the special rules for journalists — "journalists eth-
ics" is especially important. Mass media of all countries are connected
with each other and make the certain contribution to the formation of
the world value system. To avoid overreaction to the certain informa-
tion and destructive consequences it is necessary to learn to live by
rules, which an information society dictates. First of all it include skill
to analyze the information competently before making actions. Besides,
the important social feature of a person at the present stage, "quality
also necessary for social communities as a whole is the tolerance” [3, p.
28].

As a conclusion it is possible to result the following statements:
information society can be only open society basing on democratic
values and institutes of the right; journalists must observe specific
principles, which make them an "instrument of peace”, but not an "in-
strument of war”; the activity of mass media should be estimated by
the analysis of objective language of the message and through research-
es of the behaviour of an audience concerning the message. As the mass
media are giving emotional meanings to the information, the person in
conditions of an information society should develop abilities to think
analytically. In the context of such social institution as mass media PR
can be represented as it's functional component. It will create topics
for the recipients for their orientation in modern societies.
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CMHU B UTH®OPMAITHUOHHOM OBIIECTBE: CBOBOJA CJIOBA
U OTBETCTBEHHOCTD

Pe3iome

B pamnoit pabore CMU mpencTaBiieHBI KaK COIMANBHBIN MHCTUTYT B YCJIOBUAX GOD-
MupyoImeroca nHGopManuoHHoro odmecrea. OcHOBHAA 3ajava HCCIEJOBAHUA — pac-
cMoTpeTh gesaTenbHOCTs CMU Ha commsTanbHOM ypoBHe. PyHIAMEHTAIBLHBIM IPUHITU-
oM MH(OPMAIIMOHHOTO 00IIECTBA, KAK HEKOTOPOU COUAIBLHOM CUCTEMEI, ABJIAETCA IPU-
3HaHUE CBOOOIBI PACIIPOCTPAHEeHUS MH(OPMAIIUU U ee BceolbImas mocTynHocTb. Ho cBo-
0ozma cioBa, KaK OGHA U3 IIEHHOCTEH U YCJIOBUH CYI[eCTBOBAHUA MH(OPMAILOHHOTO 00-
1IecTBa, He OCBOOOYKIAET OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

Karouessie ciaoBa: nHGOpMaIMOHHOE 00IIIeCTBO, CBOOOA CIOBA, COIIUAIBHBIN UHCTH-
tyt, CMU.
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3MI B IHOOPMAIIMHOMY CYCIIJIBCTBI: CBOBOJA CJIOBA I
BIAIIOBIZAJIBHICTD

Pe3srome

V¥ nmawiit po6ori 3MI npexncraBieHi AK comiaJbHUN iIHCTUTYT B yMOBax (opMyrouorocsa
ingopwmariiinoro cycmisbecTBa. OCHOBHE 3aBJAHHS JOCTIIKEeHHA — PO3TJIAHYTHU IisIbHICTH
3MI ma comierasbHOMYy piBHi. PyHIaMEeHTAJILHUM NPUHIUIOM iHGOpMAaIiliHOrO Cy-
CHiJIBCTBA, AK JEeAKOI COIliaJIbHOI CUCTEMHU, € BUSHAHHSA CBOOOIU PO3IIOBCIOMMKEHHS iHDOP-
martii Ta ii cycminbHa gpoctymHicTh. Asle cBoGOJa CJI0Ba, AK OAHA i3 I[iHHOCTEI i yMOB
icHyBaHHA iHGOPMALIiNHOTO CYCIIiILCTBA, He 3BIILHIOE Bifl BiAmoBifanipHOCTI.

KarouoBi croBa: indopmaniiiae cycmnisbeTBo, cBOGOAA CIOBA, CONiaNbHUH iHCTUTYT,
3MI.
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